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FLAX CULTURE
AND OTHER TRINGA

DrEaR Sin,—Iu reading the reports of the growing
crops, it s must gratifying to find the prespects of the
coming hinrvest so promising. Althvugh itisadmitted,
and much to be regretted, that wve are not without the
ravoges of the i idge in some deseriptions of wheat,
and cccasfonally in the crop of barley, it i< neverthe-
loss a sonrce of great satisfaction to know that thero
aro certain deseriptions of wheat known as midge-
procf, that thia destructise insect cannot damayg,e to
the same extant a4 scme of the older kinds of grain
formerly tn uee in thiz country  For theimporiation of
a largo quantity of this midgeeproof wheat for secd the
country ix dceply fdebted to the enterprising firm of
Gooderham & Worts, of Teronto, whose good example
fn thizs respect {8 well worthy of tmitation by other
capitalists in diffesent sections of the country whero
but littlo of this kird of wheat is hnewn

To those who have been unfortunate in having their
wheat injured by the midge or weevil,a word of advice
respecting & cure by substitution may not prove inop-
porfune  Strange as it may appear, little or nothing
has been #ald by our papers of tho aprearsuce and
prospeet of the Flax crop, while at this moment
there are bundreds of aeres sown in the country,
and presenting tho most beauthfl appearance  In
the Town:hip of Toronto, where little or none has
ever been suwn before, some eight hundred acres are
under crop, and it would well repay any lover of his
country, or zealous agriculturist, to viait a plot of some
thirty acres on the medel farm of William Gooderham,
Ezq., Meadowvale. It 13 now between three and four
feet long, and thick in proportion, presenting at this
moment the most beautiful appearance, being in full
bloom, with that blue-bell peculfaralone to this plant

Now the advice which I wovld respectfully tender is
this, that other farmers would follow the good example
et by Mr. Gooderham, who never grow a stalk of flax
before fn his dife; but i3 nevertheless o deeply ime
pressed with the importance of the cropand the neces-
sity which exists for encouraging its growth, that
his fhm Is making all the necexsary preparation for
ecutching and preparing the fibre for market; and in
all probabllity we wlil »ce, ero the scason pases,
a linen manufactory started in semo of tho-e fine
mills on the River Credit, where not only scutch-
ing will bo carricd on, but spinning and weaving
to a large extent. Then, 1 say, if such projects
are feasible in one county in Canada, why not
in another, and in the name of common sense let us
turn our attention to the cstablishment of manu-
factories, and let the grumbling system cease, that
cecmns to have got into the mouths of every once of late.
A perusal of aletter in the Globe of the 21st instant,
comparing matters a3 they atand in Canada and the
United States, ought to satisfy any reasonable mind
that Canada has stillmany advantages, if only brought
into requisition  What can compare with thiz country
in respect of the water power, the mineral deposits,
and the vast amount of valuable titnber, from which
iimense wealth can still be realized ?

The advantages of introducing Ilax-growing n
Canada 210 numerous; while both seed and fibre are
turned to good account; this c¢rop, unlike wheat or
barley, is not in any instance liable to the ravages of
the midge or weevil, and wherever it is own i3 a cer-
tain remedy for live worm. The manufacture of this
article into domestic goods for home consump.
tion, furnishes at the same time employment for o
large number of hands, of 2 class too that could not
earn as wuch at any other work. A great deal of
the work, botl: out and in-doors, can be carried on by
girls and young boys, of from 1) to 15 seams of age,
while the more experienced mechanic will find ready
cmployment at good wages. I may remark that too
much attention cannot be given to the harvesting of
this valuable plant; andwhile careis required in pulling,
keeping the butt ends as even a3 ussible, still more
depends on the attention given while dew-rotting is
goiug on: in this process a difference 1 value of sev-
eral pounds per toth may bomade  After reniamingon
the grass eight or ten days, it should be turned over,
and allowed to remain until the woody part will leave
the fibre freely, which will take place gencralty in
eight or ten days. If allowed to remain too long
on the grass it is hableto a deal ot wasto in the
scutching; hence considerable loss; besides, the qua.
lity of the fibro is never so good. On the contrary, if
taken up too soon 8 difficuity will be met in preparing
the fibre and getting it completely free of the woody
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parta; it {s, therefore, most cssential tohave ittaken off
the grass at the proper moment, which{a easily known
by rubbinga few stalks between the fingers; and when
the fibre leaves tho stem freely it I3 ready to « lift.”
When partics water their flax, the sume tule applice

1t is not anticipated, whatever the fallur of wheat
may be, to abandon its growth aftogether fn advocas
ting the growth of flax, butaportionof the farm may,
with great propriety, be appropriated for flax  Say
from fivo to ten acres each year, if less than this, pro-
per care and attention i+ seldom given, and it often
happens that after the farmer has taken a good deal of
pains to prepace his grounds In the Spring, and sow
only an acre or two, the quantity being small, he
dues not look upon it as of suflicient importance tocom-
mand that attention in harvest and after harvest it w0
well desemves, lience he falls to get tho return ho
eapected, and tax is put down asgnunprofl - *>erop

I all cases, the furmer requires to give flax the best
of cultivation and attention, both inthe preparation
of the soil and in tho =owing and =aving The
best proof of his success in this particular conslats
fn the fact that when parties who thoroughly under-
stand it and give this crop the necessary attention ft
requires, a difference of fifty per cont is often obtained
over those who are carcless in attending it properly

Trusting, therefore, that these hints may not be
altogether unhieeded by our agricultur.«ts, and feel
ing confident wo arc on the eve of better times in
Canada, I beg leave to conclude these remarks,
imperfectly thrown together, by stating that although
we are only getting about one-fourth of the emigmuts
arriving in Canada this season, those who do remain
tind ready employmoant at good wages at this agency
Wo have ot been able to supply a tithe of the demand
we have for good farm labourers and domesticzervants,
The former can have $120 a year, with a free house to
live in, firewood for nothing, grass for a cow, and a
pieco of ground for a garden. The latter, that 13 do-
mestic servants, are much sought after, and can readily
obtain from four to five dollars per month. Parties
applying at the emigration office, Torento, will be
directed where they can find immediate and perma-
nent employment at these rates

JOHN A, DONALDSON,
Gov. Em, Agent.
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Spirits of Turpentine,

This staple ro:c to a very high price, soon after tho
sourees of supply in the Southern States were cut off
by tho rebellion.  From 20 ceuts per gallon, it rose to
35¢. The high rates stimulated the manufacturo of
turpentine in other countrics, From France, Ger-
many, and Norway, considerable quantities wero ex-
ported. In the Northern States, in California, and in
our own province, the manufacture was carricd on.
Subshitutes were also resorted to, so that the prico has
graduably diminished, until now good Southern Spi-
rits of Turpentine can be bought for $1.20 per gallon.

Itis not likely that any of the substitutes wiil be
employed whilo good Turpentine can boe had. The
Benzole probably answers best in place of turpen-
tne. Itis, however, exceedingly dangerous, from fts
volatihty and hability of the vapour to combustion. Se-
rious accidents have happeued from paints made with
Benzole,  As asolvent, it {3 quite equal to turpentine
but paiuters complain of its want of ‘ body ’ in mix-
ing with Jead. A new substitute made in the North
and in Canada hss appeared in market, it is called
Spints of Turpentine, but i3 very different from the
Wilmington, it is not equal in any respect, and is
more properly a Spirit of Tar or Wood Naphtha
This is sold at 8120 in tais market, and meets
with ready sale. For the ordinary uses of Turpen.
tino this Spirit, which is dietilled from the wood and
roots of the pine, will no doubt be uscful; but for tho
manufactare of varnishes and paints it will never
como into general use, as its want of uniformity of
strength and of specific gravity will renderits employ-
mentinconvenient, and fiequently will occasion serjons
lose  The Wilmington Turpentine haspeculiar proper-
ties as a zolvent and drier,which will render it always
tho best to use. Tho French Turpontine i3 next to
tho Wilmington, in value, and hag been largely used
in the Northorn States. By redistillation an article
is produced nearly equal to tho Wilmington. Wean-
ticipate a reduction in price as soon as Northern enter-
price shall have provided now works at tho South {or
the manufiacture of Turpentine.

BRIGHT PROSPECTS.

HE prospects of an unustually good havvest atil,
continue to bo most promising. Private letters
from various parts of tho country, conffems the ni.
tices which wo find in many of our exchanges, stating
that the crops never presented & more tlourishing ap.
pearanco at thisecazon of theyear. Tho wheat fsvery
abundant, and it would appear that it has not been
subjected to the ravages from the midge to anytling
1ike the uzual extent. The hay crop i3 represented a.
being exceedingly tuxurious, which will probably has.
an jmportant effcct on the Cattlo market. Al Kind.
of coreals will give a large yleld for tho amouunt jut
ground under them, and wo understand that tho fax
crop, which is . ing very formidable proportion.
in this country, is presenting a most prospeross
appearance.

Unlexssome unpropitious circumatance should occtr
which we sce no reason to anticipate, the abundam
proceeds of the coming harvest will go far towards
counteracting the {1l Juck which has been dogging us
for the last conple of years.

IMPORTS FOR FIVE MONTHS
PORT OF MONTREAL,

We prosnt herewith a table showing the imports at Moot .
of the luading items in trady, froon Let January to 2ith June o1 4t
#cDL 3 ear a8 compann] with the mame joriod last yoar—

1564, 1853 Doczoa

Cottuns,. . SLAOG0 (5B $1L03,28 = 50Y v
Woullens,... ... 1,569,534 R 27 827 =

Sile, &y - . . 205,08 178,570 W0 =1ty -
Bugare, 631,962 413,590 218,383 = 31)

Teas, .. ... . 1200872 G382 331,200 = 4]
Coffer, eeer » 60,203 20,763 30,710 = ¢}
Hantware,...... 6,471 195,343 180,423 = 43

| £7 R 343,101 203,022 180,079 = 47

PRODUCE PRICE LIST
FOR GREAT TRITAIN,

'rices of Produce F. 0. B.at Montrec!, $ per cont
commission inclvded at 9t per cent. ad. ;

Waear—U. C. Wheat ... . ......per450 ibs. Non

U.C.Springeeee vereennnn. . 333 3

States Whito, .. ..... " None

No. 1 Red Winter ...... . . None

No, 2 “ cerenies None

Milwaukeo No, 1 oo o “ Hs 1

ChicagoNo. t............. . 3130

Conx=Mixed...o0.... Cee e . 213 W

Yellow..ovoovrann. “ None

Whito, . ovvenner cavien voe . None

Pras—=U. C. White. ......... veaes " 3ls0d

FrLour—Canada Superfine . .... ...perbrl. 21s9d

*  Fapey ... ...l " 21304

¢ EXtrai.e. sieicenne. “ 255 04

' Superior.... .... . " 58 ¢

Western States Superfine. .. " 208 64

Welland Canal . .. ......... R 208 64

OATMPAL cevtriennnes cavrnnnas o 16364

Asnes—Pots, Ists. ..., . .o ..per1121bs. 2304

Pearls . .. “ 2058 03

Burrern- Good Dairy per ewt, 77804

Greasteeie coven v viinan, N s ed

( neesg—Factory .. T, " blsed

Dairy. ..... ......... . AR
Varnishes.

There is the usual amount of business belng done in
this manufacture. Turpentine is declining gradaally
as trade with the Southern States resumes its old chan
nels, but even at the old price it cannot supersede
Benzine. Turpentine we quoteat $2.00 per gailon and
Benzine 60 to boe.

Prices’ Current Page.

On the Prices' Current page our readers will fied
besides correct quotatiors of most articles of trade. s
compiate Hst of the new faflures, with notices of meet:
ings of creditors, appointments of assignees, wrils of
attaghment issned, and applications for discharge; also
a comparative statemont of the receipts of produce af
Montreal, from 1st January of 1854 and 1863, together
with a valuablo table, shewing tho imports of thelead:
ing items of trade at tho port of Montreal, from 12
January of the present year, compared with tho same
period of 1664,



