
bundie of sticks, and laid themn on the
fire, there came a vipor out of <R. V., by
reason of) the heat, and fastened on bis
hand. The anake had been torpid on ac-
counit of the cold, but the heat of the fire
revivcd it. There are now no vipeis in Malta,
but they have doubticas become exterminated
by the dense human population (1,200 to the
square mile). Venemous serpents are abun-
dant in Cyprus and the islands of the Medi.
terranean.

4. And when the barbarlans saw the
venemnous (R. V. omits venemous) beast
hang on his hand <R. V., hanging from bis
hand), they sald among themselves, No
doubt this man is a murderer, whom,
though he hath escaped the sen, yet ven-
geance (R. V., justice) suffereth flot to
live. They could see that he was a prisoner,
and rushed to the conclusion that he must
be specially deserving of divine punishment,
-when he seenis rescued froni the waves only to
meet a more horrible death on shore. It is
evident that Paul was really bitten, for the
viper hung froni bis hand by its fangs.

5. And (R. V., howbeit) ho shook off
the beat into the fire, and feit (R. V.,
took) no harm. The idea is that Paul was
quite composed in what he did, and that the
beast was no cause of alarm to bum (Lumby).
He knew that he Ilmust stand before C.Ssar,"
and serpents could no more prevent him than
stormy waves (ch. 27:24). This was what
Christ had promised (Mark 16: 18).

6. Howbeit they looked when (R. V.,
but they expected that) he shoutd have
swollen, or fallen down dead suddenly:
but after they had Iooked a great white
(R. V., when they ývere long in expectation),
and saw no harm corne te him (R. V.,
and beheld nothing amiss come to him), they
changed their minds, and said that he
was a god. Paul would be reminded of the
people of Lystra (ch. 14-: 11)- If not a god,
he was "la man of God," and under the pro.
tection of the only living and true God. The
word for «"1looked » is properly " «expectcd 11;
indeed, that is the meaning of « Ilooked " in
our version.

7. In the same quarters were pos-
sessions of (R. V., now in the neighbor-
hood of that place were lands belonging to>
the chief man of the island, whose
name was Pub'Iius; who received us,

and lodged (R. ,V., entertained) us three
days courteously. Inscriptions prove that
Luke, with bis usual scholarly accuracy, gives
Publius bis correct official, titlc of IlPrimus,"
chief, or head.man. Some think that the
rank was honorary, not official. According to
tradition Publius became first pastor, or bishop,
of Malta, and afterwards died a mnartyr. The
nearest town to the scene of the shipwreck is
Alta Vecchia. liere Publius probably resided,
and the castaways wqre housed for the winter.
The centurion, with Paul, Luke and Anis.
tarchus are, no doubt, the persons referred to,
not the whole 176 (}Ieb. 13: 2). At the end
of the three days their winter quarterswould be
ready. Luke notes carefully any act of cour-
tesy showvn to Paul (z Pet. 3: 8).

8. And it came to pass, that the
father of Pub'Iius Iay slck of a fever and
of a bloody flux (R. V., and dysentry): to
whomn Paul entered in, and prayed, and
laid bis hands on him, and healed him.
"lFever-" is in the plural and implies an "iin-
termittent fever,'" or ague. The terras used
are such as a physician would employ. Christ
had said that His disciples would be able to
heal diseases in this way (Mark 16: :8), and
the efficacy ofý prayer in restoring to, health
is recognized in the New Testament (jas. 5:
14, iS)., but cures wrought by Luke, or any
other physician, using the proper remedies, are
just as really God's work as those of Paul.
By such miracles of mercy prejudices were
removed fromn the minds of the people, and a
fàvorable reception ivas secured for the gospel.

9. So wben this was done, others
also, which had diseases in the.island,
came, and were healed. R. V. il The
rest also." It was flot a few who came, but
during the three months of their stay aIl the
others who were in sickness, and heard of
what had been done for the father of the
the magistrate, came to be cured <Lu mby).

10. Who aise honored us with many
honors; and when we departed (R. V.,
sailed), they Iaded us with (R. V., put on
board) such things as wer-,- necessary.
Christ had forbidden His disciples to take pay
for what they did by supernatural power
(Matt. io: 8>, but the people showed their
gratitude in every possible way. We should
understand the word " 'honors-" in the broad.
est sense-not onîy gifts, but marks of respect

-publicly conferred. Besides these tokens of
24)


