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HAPPYX1%New Year to ail our readvers Ini
SChina, wliore New Year's day is a creat

~rnational holiday, it is expected that ail debts
shall 'e paid befure the close of Decetfbe-r.

The idea is a good otie-to take a fresh star&& with
the new ycar! We bclieve in reciprocity, and think*f
that whilé the Chinese have a great deal tu learn,
iuch of whlichi we eau tcfi thei, tbey are in

advance of us in this respect, and we, in our turn, eau
learu o f thcm. What an ideal Yvorld this would l'e,
if nations ail4 individuals, andI churches, could pre-
sont i cleait financial record a£ tne close of the year!

The Chiinesc recognize also, tlieir moral obligations,
but think ther duty done when tbey ivorship at th6
s§hrincs of their ance-stors, and lcxy their offerings,.
pronIpted by fear, rot love, before their gods of wood
atnd atome,

Blut the enlightened members of the 1«Womnau's
Missionaiy Society,"' both old and youug, realize that
there is ene great, sacred o'bligation resting upon às,
which cannot bce paid up at any given period of our
iii-esi bot must go on with. the years-on and on,
tluroug all the ages of etz2rnity 1 It is the obligation
of love, flot fear; the obligation te love Him, because
He first loved us, and because of that- love, te xtu
Ris Kingdom t0 earth's rcmotest bound.

In Chinese, O-brist's owu saying, - She bath donc
what she could, " is littralyrtrmnslated, "This vroran
in wbat she bas done, bas exerted ait lier streng-th. »
Dear 3fissionary %votkers, can He say this of us re-
garding the past? Shall it not be truc cf tus in this
new year, en whose threshold we stand? When one
exerts al] onte's strength, allied writh God, success is
sure.

1 amn çn1y one. but 1 amn one
1 ca'not doe cvertbinïz.

U~ni 1 eau do sorctbirrg;
W~hai I cana*o, I eught lui di%

An~d %%hat I ougixi t do* l'y ihe gyace uf Gcd 1 will do.

SES 27BAf[ Tic GZkYNGo.

N xS87 we decided to set aside our .the each

nionth, or as oftcn as %ve rfoei ved our 8alai; or

~put the tenth in a'dseparate drawer. The nioney fin
that drawer la the 1Lord's. not-ours.. WVe.do 'net even.
borrow it, except under very exceptional ,nrcuwu
stances, and never for more than a fcw days. Mfost of
this nioney goes to regular objects, but w8 like -te keep
a little for incidentais. This plan gives peace and
rest and great cornfort. But there is soniethîngI
sweeter and better than even this, and that is what
w-e gîve after 'we hav.e paid our tithie. This, ofcourse,
varies from year te year, and 'with the oc -casions.
'rhere. is no regulari(y about -this. liere we let the
heart mnn iet., When the cail cornes and the tithe
draver is ernpty, then we draw on the faxnily purse.
I may say here, that, for the larger part .of our
niarried l'fe, uiy wifè bas 4caried the famîily parse, aud
I ain fully content with the resuit.

1 %wisl ail our pelople could kuow the ýeacc and joy
of giving in this ivay. Some people tel us that they
hold ail thieir Jroperty for the Lord. That is only V
j uggling n iîl wvords, se long as they rend that ail on
themselves. WVhat the Lord wants us to do, is to'dis-
poscss otrelves cof one tenth for his service.
believe the tithe is as old as mtan, atý old as the Sab.
bat~h. It was iii existence long before M4oses or the
ritual ]aw. 1 believe that wheu God set aside euee
seventh cf time and called it Sabbath, a rest4 for his
worsbip, ho- se~ aside*one tenth of property an d called
it tithe, foir his worship and service. Both are obliga-
tory on. aUl men, on mani as mlan. That men have be-
corne idolaters,.or ungodly, does net, in iny opinion.,
absolve tli fromn this obligation.

God reç 'ires this of nman as an acknowledgement of
his sovereignty, ever time and the earth. Man bas'no
inhierent right to the fruitful eàrth oir the prolific sea,
the flowers, the bensts and the hfrds, the suushîne and
the nain.- These are ail God's gifts, and the tithe aid-
the Sabbath are the tribute which mnen should pay to,
God for these.

Thie N,ýew Testament introduces a.higher principle
of giving,* but dees not abrogate -the old: It is
more blessed te give thart te receive,' because love is

more bised than duty, Duty gives the minimum,
the tithe; loege the 4maximum. -; hese things
ougbt ye to haed= and riet left the other undone.'

It is objected that seme inconies are so small, that,[
if one-tenîh were given,'tl'z rernainder would net be a
support for a farnily. It i, 'crue 'chat some saltaries are
very amali, yet 1 fülly belie've thatthe nine-tenths w-it
the ,mile üf the Lord, illh go rnuch further in aupj>ort-
ing a family the th1e whole: without it. "There is
that soattercîl, and yet increaseth, and there is titat-
withhcldeth more than is meet, but it tendetit te
p o.trty.Y JOHN McL&uxut..

Seize up~on Truth, whérev'er it ie.ornd,

On Cluistia,, or on heaUben ground-
Th lwzsdiine where'er il grews.

ISAAC WAr Zs<


