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REV. GEORGE GILFILLAN ON
SELE-EDUCATION.

At the third annual banquet of the
Dundee Groeers” Rencvalent Society, the
Rev. George Gilfillan said 1—

Selfculture is not, let us nuotice, con-
fined to uneducated men. Al men worth
anything have aided in educating them-
aclves, and have, in this sense, Leen wiser
than all their teachers. Even men Col-
Jege bred, unless they have given them-
selves a stern and seeret truining, will only
turn out the churacters deseribed by
Burns—

A set of dall eonceited hiashes,
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Hamilton have producod them?  No
the dungzeon or the hovel is a fitte
place for the highest order of fmagination,
when that exiats, than the Horary of the
British Musewm or the walls of the Fs.
carial; mnd although the spider 1aketh
hold with ler hands in king's  pal-
aces, the rpivit of wenius is more chary
in her presence, and seeks rather the
woordland cottage or the wild shielding on
the mountain side, and the man of seniug
cries otte—

YO far 2 spark o' Nature's fire,
Thut s o' the leatuing I desite, ?

The self-langht nman has a greator freshe
ness of feeling in beholding Nature, aud «

Conltuse their braius in Cullege classns,

They gatet in nlisks, and comn out asses,
Plen trath 1o speak ;

And syde they seek to clanb Parnassus,
By dint o' Greck.”

It was a geniug of this order who onee
boasted that he had attended two Univer-
titics, tu which the reply was, “ And 1
knew a calf that sucked two cows, and
the more he sucked the bigger calf ho be-
came.”  The term “ Self-teaching,” how-
-ever, is usually restricted! to the experience
and training of those men who bave been

keener zest of sympathy with man, than
the well edueated.  Hence Burns, when
walking with Dugald Stewart on the sum”
wit of the Buivd Hills, near Edinburgh,
when he saw a handved smoking cottages,
had his pleasure enhanced far above that
of the philosopher, because ho knew by
esperience what worth, honesty, industry,
and happiness, these humble roofs enclos-
ed.  No sclt-taught man, so far as I knov,
wag ever a misauthropist, And why ?7—

in a great measure destitute of cql:catﬁ:md
-udvantages, and who have yet, through
-diligence, talent or genius, risen to cmi-
nent usefulness, or high literary distine-
tion.

Sceondly,—As to the benefits of Seif:
teaching, these may he viewed as chiefly
affecting the subject—the self-tanght nian
himself. The great teacher of man, after
all, is the soul within him. I this be
true, it is obvious that the selftaught
man has the advantage of coming more
dircetly in contact, with that inner light,
e sves it, not through the spectacles of
books, but with epen fice, and with naked
cagle eye. It is probably to this direct
communion with ideal truth and beauty
on the part of Shakspeare—the greatest of
all self-taught and of all men—that Grey
alludes in the lines in his « Progress of
PO_CSV\""-—

* . Far from the sun.and summer aale,
in thy green lap was Nature's darding haid i
Whit time whete lucid Avon s rayed,
To him the mighty matner djd unveil
Her awfulfee. The daimiess child
Strstched foth kis ditde anus and smited.”

And that drean of the Pilgrim’s Progress
by Dunyan, and these .visions of Burns
—the onc.in his auld clay biggin, where
the Muse of Colla_visited Lim on his
loncly. pallet, and the other by the roofless
valls of Lincluden Abbey—were they
ever likely. to.be drcamed or imagined by
scholars or professors in acndemic bowers ?
Could an srtificial Aytoun, or even an

, Imove,

Beeause, in the first place, the wear and
habitual man, even in his lower forms,
generates a calm, contemplative spirit in
the wise onserver, rather than pity and
seorn ; beeause, secondly, he sees the vast
proportion of good whieti mingles with the
evil; and because, thirdly, he sces less of
that deceit and fafs-hood which constitute,
s0 to speak, the Devil deoartment in the
race, and which high culture and civiliza-
tion in themselves, tend rather to foster,
than to consume. The self-taught .man

{is generally a man of one book.:. Hall

said of Dr. Kippis that he was perhaps. a
very clever man, but he had laid so many
books on his brams, that -they could not
This is never the case with the
self-taught man. e knows ouly a fow
books, but he knows these well, and their
effect is to stimulute, not to overpower.—
It was said of old, and may be said still,
“ Deware of the man of one book.” Burns
knew no book very theroughly but the
ballad poetry of Scotland.  Shukspeare
seems to have read little clse than a trans-
lation of * Plutarch’s Lives,” and, some
old historics of England.  Bunyan knew
no_book but one, but tien that book was.
the Bible, and every: word of that blessed-
voiumq loy in the quiet concordance: of
kis heart. In fing, the telf-taught, -as

learn gencrally a certain hardihiood of spi-
rit, » contempt for petty dificultics and

erratic Blackie, or even an alldearned

for pulling sentimentalisms. Thev are
Ly -
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stragglers  with  narrow cirenmstances,
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generally men of iron monld, not used to
the mektirg mood—thoroughly practical
men, and men who care littde for science,
literature, or philesophy, unless they can
Le turned to wreiul human purposes,-—
Grant indeed that they sometimes becoine
opinionative and dogmatie—that they sel-
dom attain perfeet eaze of mannerg, and
that their awkwardness often takes refuge
in clumsy selttassertion, still, in this ago
of pretence and puppyiem, of apeing of
the fashionable, of wearing the cast-off
garments o' the manners of the great, it
i3 refresling to meet with men of sturdy
indepsndence, and Llunt, bold manhood,
Time would fail to go over the names of
selftaught men who have done honor to
ourcountry, Besides those I have named
already, thero i a DeFoo, whe not only
wrote “ Robinson Crusoe,” but was ono of
the great original and anticipative minds
of the world, and might almost be called
the creator of our commercial, our periodi-
cal, our satirieal and fictitious literaturo ;
James Ferguson, the astronomer, origin-
ally a Banffshire boy, studying the stars
while herding the eattle upon the widnight
heath; Gifford, bred a thoemaker, and
dying the cditor of the Quarterly Review;
Alexander Wilson, who, from a Duisley
pedlar, beeame the great American ornith-
ologist; Cobbott, the biawny politician—
the Swift of the ninetcenth century who
was originally a sregeant in the army;
Tugh Miller, the mighty mason of Crom-
arty, whose his history is so familiar to all
of us; and Alesander Suith, ten years
2go a pattern-drawer in Glasgow, whom I
no.> £co standing as a candidate for tho
Chair of Englisli Literature in the Uni-
versity of that city—a Univérsity be nev-
er had the, privilege of.uttending. I closo-
by simply calling upon the young men in
O Pt . D .. Ny
this city to practice the manly act§ and
aspire to-the hard-won lionors of the self.
taught. In this city -young en are so
early plunged.into business, and there-are
so few educational estiblishments of a
high class, that. they must be «ifedneated
if they are cducated -at all. I mn awars
of the highly praiseworthy efforts which
have been made to found a Working
Men’s Colleze “here, and wish these all
suocess—but T have often: thought what a
pity there.is not a.regular University, hero:
—what a pity that, while a petty place
like St. Andrews hins a world-fainous Col-
lege,-there is none in a townof one hun.
dred. thousand -inhabitants,. and -forming
now such a noble eentre in the northeast
of Scotlind. Dut; as I’ grealy fear, al-
though-there may be some chance of the

British-Association meeting here:in\1863,.
that the’ Dundee University.. need hardly
be expected {ill the ,Gicc_i!g?]pn?lsj or the
31stiof April, I wonld” earfieitiy“uigd’ all
aspiring spirils to attend to the great bu-
siness uf Self-Bdudation,



