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BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR.

\,‘V’JIERIC\'J'}R religious, v missicnary, or honevolent
works are carried on, thare will he heard the elink
of money,  We may call it an cvil, if we choose, but if so, we
wust admit it Lo be a neeessary evil, and one that will exist
as lung as we transact business in @ wotll whete moncy is the
cirenlating medium.  The Suunday -eshool is no_exception in
money matters.  Its expenses must hie provided for in some
way,  [funds must be raised by the children to carry on
beneficent enterpiises among dvmestic or foreign heathen,
A Sunday -schoul whidh would ignore the existence of money,
atul the continual neud for haudling that much-coveted aiticle,
might stand in fear of the blotting-out of its own existence.

"The church ought to provide for the current expenses of
163 Bunday-seheol, just as the father of a family pays the bills
tor the food lus claldren eats.  An outside school, which is
tov fathered by any church, is compellal to malke its living in
the bust vay it can, gencrally by trusting to the generosity of
iis friends 5 gometimes by giving concerts, lectures, and shows,
Many a mission-school, in the poverty of its orphanage, is
wnler the nevessity of permanently engaging in a sort of moral
mensgerie business, which is, to say the best of it, a dangerous
expedient.  In its struggle for existence, it is likely to allow
this elerient of secming prosperity to crowd out a large part
of its rer'sious vitality.

‘There are some Sunday-schools whose scholars are sent
reund among their friends on the beggarly business of soli-
ating subseriptions and donalions for the support of the
schools,  With small pass-books, the childien force them-
selves before the faces of all whom they meet, and make
themselves odious to their relations and neighbours, and even
to stiangers in the street. I have been at Sunday-schools
w kere children with pass-books have thus passed rouud among
the whole company of visitors who happened to be present,
asking each one for a contribution, to the great annoyance of
the vistors,  The money given in response to such beggary
cau hatdly be calied the gt of charity. It is more likely to
Le given i the spiut manifested by people when they toss
coppers to beggar-boys, in order to persuade the boys to pass
on aed cease troubling them. No school ever beeame very

prosperous as a resultof practising this description of pious
fraud. 3

Thete is a science in taking up a collection. At anniver-
sazies, and othier public meesings in behalf of the school, there
is great proprety in asking the congregation for money. It
is equally proper to collect from the children their weekly
centibutions in behail of sume worthy object vutside of the
achiedl. To wdie Childeen contribute for the school expenses
is hardly fair, At etatel © missionary meetings ” it is well
to reconut the donations, and publicly conseerate them to the
missiimary putpose fur wledh they have been given, Even in
this we newd goat cautioy, to avold running into mischief.
The cualation belween classcs as to which shall give the most
money, is, to a certain extent, wholesome, yet loaded with
danger if carried too far. A wealthy teacher can always
manage to keep his class pecaniarily ahead of those whose
teachers are not hlessed with the goods of this world, An
euterprising boy or girl in a class may succeed in out-begging
the rest of the scheol to such an extent as to take the lead in
the list of monies donated. A Sunday-school is in a bad way
when it designates as its “ hanner class ” the one which brings
iu the must money.

When divested of its objectionable features, the bringing-
in of class contributions constitutes a pleasant feature ina
public exercise.  In mauy schouols the classes are called by
Taney bahids, or named in compliment to some *“fricad of the
‘catise.” The annvutcement of these names, with the amounts
given by cacli nane-bearing class, often adds interest to the
oceasion, if the names are not too queer. At a missionary
quarterly mecting, not long ago, among ““ Busy Bees,” ¢‘ Little
Lillies,” **Willing Workers,” and sinular beautiful names, the
secretaiy antctuead, “TFuicnds of the Heathen.” Of course,
it was but natural to lovk fur a substantial contribution from
a class bearing such aname ; but the response to the call was,
* Friends of the Ieathen, nothing.” The thought could not
help struggling into the heads of some of the visitors presen’

that the fewer such *“ friends ” the heathen had, the better ofl
they would be.

At some of these meetings, the brother who does the actual
handlivg of the money hecomes a general nuisance. He has
no specilic desire to disturb the meeting, yeb he manages to
intlict much botheration both on speaker and histener, for he
is so full of the thought of the wmoney that his toul can find
ne room for any other ideas. Sometitues the offerings aro
packed up in neat envelopes, or boxes, or bags, and handed
to the secretary in a decorous mawncr.  But where good
Brother Jinglechink is the visible financial man, the noise
and confusion of handling the loose change guench the
decorum of the occasion. A heavily-shod child stamps up
from cach class, ostentatiously bearing the money, which is
for the most part in copper. Brother Jinglechink anuounces
cach amount, as received, and the heavily-slad child stamps
back, sometimes with a broad grin en its face. The cash
haviug been brought in, the *‘ distinguished speaker ™ from
abroad, or elsewhere, follows with hw remarks. While he is
making them, Jinglechink and two or three of his coadjutors
ave counting the coins on an adjacent table. Little do thoy
eare for the anunoyance inflicted on the speaker. To count
the money is their business ; to make the spewch is his, It
never occurs to theic minds that tho wan can be disturbed by
their pecuniary exercises. And it they would think of it, it
is probable that they would reflect that he ought to have a
soul above such things, aud that, having such a seul, it is his
duty to possess it in patience.

It sometimes oceurs that Brother Jinglechink has charge of
the moncy interests of a Sunday-schaol convention or institute.
Almost every speaker knows him, from sorry experience.
One of his efforts is very distinctly impressed on my memory.
It was in a country town, at an institute held in a church
which was packed so full of people that the basket-carriers
had difticulvy in going thiough the aisles to take the collection.
The baskets were brought to Jinglechink, who emptied their
contents into one great heap on the platformt just as I had
begun to make my speech. The people wese in splendid
condition for listening, aud I thought 1 was going to enjoy
large liberty in addressing them. DBut Jinglechink spoiled
it all, The pile of coin and currency was just at my feet,
and he commenced to count it with all the deliberation and
importance of a third assistant cashier bebind a broker's
counter. I confess that 1 felt a strong disposition to kick his
miscrable collection from the platform, for to do that would
bave been both convenient and effective. Bub prudential
considerations restrained e, and, letting him go on, I brought
my speech o a speedy conclusion, Philip Phiilips then sang
one of his most touching solos; but the obtuse Jinglechink,
not yet having finished his count, kept bravely on with his
worrisome accompaniment to the music, to the annoyance of
all concerned.

We need money, and we need svund judgment in gathering
it. The Sunday-schuol work is tuo noble to be marred with
the infelicities which so often attend on providing the means
for its maintenance. It is worthy of our most energetic
endeavours, our most generous contributions, and the greatest
wisdom we can bring to bear on all the details of its manage-
ment.  Whether in the handling of the child’s gratefully-
offered penny, or the receipt and disbursement ot the dead
mi&liox’x’aire’s legacy, ‘‘let all things b3 done decently and in
order.

SENSIBLE ADVICE.—A great many boys, as well as men,
complain that they camot get employment, Perhaps it is
hard to get such a place as you like, but, when you get a
place, make yowself useful in 1t ; make yourself so necessary,
by your fidelity and good bchaviwur, that they cannot do
without you. Be willing to take a low price at first, no
watter what the price is, if it is honest work. Do it well—
do it the very best you can. Begin at the very lowest round
of the ladder, and climb up. The great waunt everywhere is
faithful, capable workers. They are never a drug in the
market. Make yourtelf one of these, and there will always
be a place for you, and a good one too.

ALL vor Gon.--Those who wish to bistuw the jears of
their life upon God, must also give him the days, the hours,
and the moments, Ooly think of ziresent dulies, the moment's
work. Our life is given to us in moments, and we shall bave
joys for each.



