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THE LATE MEETING OF SYNOD.

ieaof Synod.  In thegpaantime, the following
wummary of its proccedings™will be acceptable to

@ Ve ghall, in an carly number, publish the Mi.

“our readers: The Synod met according 10appoigt-
“ Inent on Monday cvening, the th inst., and was
opencd with an appropriate and interesting dis-

caarse by the moderator, the Rev. Mark ¥ Stark,

_ fninister of Dundas and Aucastet, from Deut 1V.

7-9. After public worship, the Synod was con-
titated by the moderator, the Roll was made up,
‘3ngd the minntes of the last session wezeread.  The
pott of the ~ommittee appointed by the Commis-
Bion to artange the order of business, was then re-

epecial incetng on Tuesday evening.

Oa Thursdey mormag, tis Synod, afier enga-
gug 1r devouonal exers,sey for game ume, proe
ceeded to buminess ; and was firet o. all-called to
welcoms the deputation from the Free Crurch of
Scotland, conmisung of the Rev. Mn Kmng, of St.
| Stephen’s, Glasgow, and the Rev. Mr. McNaogi-
l toa, of the High Church, Paisley. These gentles
mea, who had arnved late the precediag eventng,
were 1niroduced to the Syaod by the Rev. Mr.

o, of Montreal: and, atter the reading of theis
| coinmission, were cordamily welcomed by the mo-
t derator, 1n paine of the Synot: the arrangement
for their more public re~eption was wmtimated to

‘ceived, and with rome alterations, adopted ; and i them, aad they wereavited th et waih the Synod.
. ALis first diet wac closed with the appontment of | The Svnod thien rezolved stszlt 1ato a comantce of
“committees on bills and overtures, Synod fund, the

‘evision of the records of the Commission and Pres- |
. “byteries, &ec.

A vole of thanks to the modemtor
for his discourse was alsu wes=imously and cor-
dially passed—with a reeaest that he would fur-
‘nish a copy of it for publication in an extra num-
‘ber of the Rrcorn. ‘To this he acceded: and
. 3ve hope soon tobe able oplace the sound nod j Ji-
‘clous views and very scaeonable ¢ouneels, which
.the discourse containe §, before thie Church gener-
-ally. We may here remark, in passing, that the

“arrangements for busingss to which we have alrenady

oyt

", Wefe in attendance.

‘veferred, and hich were fully epecified 1n la=t

- jRonth’s Recond, wete found highly satisfuctory

Lot

,88d ng¥antageons, The moming micting, from
J02. m. tolp.m., was private throughout the
“Session; save during the devotional exercisea
“xith which it was regularly opened ; nad it was

--foand to afford peculiar facilities for the preparticn

‘and maturing of the more imporiant measures
which were coatemplated, either in epecial cons
mittees or in committees of the whole members,
through the more full und uarestmined inter-
‘change of views and opinions which was thus en-
covraged, and the more full and minute invesuga-
1oz =nd caquiry brought 10 bear o1 the severnl
ratiers uader consideration. It was very pleasing 1o
ghzerve the regularand punctual dtteadance which

-avas givenby all the members throughott the Ses.

-&ign; ond the patient, brotherly, 20d mutually defer-
1ag spirit, in which the dis.cu'ssxons'.\/_crc coaaducted.

The afternoca meetings vocre occupied in the pub.
Jic.and regular trapeaction of the routine business
‘of the Church, and the perfecung and sanctioning
‘of measures which had been the subject of previous
coasultation io committee. Forthe evening meet-

. ings, a teries of addresses on sutjects of peculiar

jaterest 1w the Church hizd been amanged by
-1Hs committee, and would have doubtleas proved
exeecdingly profitable and atiractive in the hands

‘the epeakers sclected: bur it was fouad
Xegeseary to defer them in order to make roam for
-exgrciscs ofa diferent king and ofa still more inter-
esting character : viz., the receplion of depusa-
tidas from scveral Chutehic “vhich it appeared
v It was .greed accordingly,

t bills and overtuzes, \when vanous documents were
recerved aad armagsd.  The Synod thereafter
1 resunted, and appmnted o committce to cone
{fer with the deputation from the Presdycery of
| Niagara. A commumecation from the Synod in
{coanexion with the S:o:ush Establishmeat was
} also takea up : this communication embraced twvo
‘ob;ccls, viz., the dificuities arimog from the dise

rupuion respecting Church property, and reumon,
and 1numated the appointinent ol committees on
the pait of that body, to treat with commitess
of the Svnod of the Presbyter 2an Churcn, tor cone
ference on these objrcts.  lnregand to the tofmer
of these mattere, 1t was not easy to discover,
from the terms cmployed 12 the documeat, what
views and 1ntentions wess enteria ncd by the Sy-
nod adhiering to the ettabhishienr, for whyle the
evils of Lugation wese deprecated, there was no
refereace to aay other principle of adpéstiuent than
the decirions of the law, by which it nd:cated 22
unplied detsrmunation 0 atude.  As 10 the pro-
pozal of reunion, 1t was clogged with a coadition
not very distinctly eapresrcd,—thatn the mean-
! im=, ** there must be on our part a suspazsion of
l operations, which cannot be regarded 1n any other
hght than that of hoenlity,” zad a pledge given to
that eifeet, withoat wlich, n~gat:ation must crase,
! —or rather could not brgin. This unseemly and
tabsard requiremsnt marred, 11 a great measure,

the salisfacnion which would othe. w ge have ansen

from euch a commuaication, and gave aa uafa-
! vourable arpect 10 the whole afasr  Ju was agrecd,
 however, 1o appoint comm.ttees 1o treat with taose
"of the other Synod ; ang resolved that any -urange-

ment 1o repand tothe Church property, founded on

chnsttan cqaty, thould be concurred 1n, o that
«Iitsgation m.ght be prevented, and MidorLes of
! coagregatons, adhenizg o enhier Syaod, might te-
"ee1vd afarr compsnsaton for tha.r just claims oa

tae properts.  Wath rozp bty reumnen, a cordial
digposition was manifestad and expressed towards
‘ the attainment of thus cad : promided the brethren
tof thc other Synod are now prepared o carry oat

fully and unequivocally the prncipies anvoived a
tiheir resolutions of 1811-2-3. A comm tiee
Yiras apponted 10 draft a mucule 19 10 doreZo.al

02 Wednesdoy evening, o far toalier the provious i eficct, and 10 name e ugcessary comimitess,

.Amangements,

. sqy.Synodof the Secession Church, and frem the
¢ yPrésbytery of Niagara : and Friday evenine for the ¢ what we have above stated. At iac nftrraoon
) %pl‘ibn of the deputation from the Free Churh of

. a3 to appoint Thursday evening for ! It imay be stated here most convensent'y, that tan
¥ reception of the depntutidas from ths mission-

raport of 1he cOmmalince was gived 1n Saerward ,
and adopied 13 opaa Syaod, broman subsiazea

meeliaR, 2a overure was introsaced and disctssed

ﬁg‘é"gtlnnd. The oppointzent for Batnrdey evemng | respacung 132 daties df clders aad d-a~nme i 203
Wxialro chanped =0 8y 10 afford Minlsters an op- repacially romdiny that poble woarhp re roa-

R

R

. - [ L -

portumity of giving supplics to vacant congregations " ducted by the elders, in the absence of ministers ¢
oa the sabbath, as ext~naivcly as ppesible , and it andat nussionaty stations where ministers have not
was agreed to substitute for that appointaent, a been settied. It way eventually pasted with some

#iodifications, aad wdll, we trust, be produetive
of much Leneit, bLringing, a1t docs, distinctly
1ato view, the proper siatas and detiss of both
these classes of office bear~rs ; and thereby exhie
biting the truly prumtive and scriptural character
of the consutution aad onler of the Preabyterian
Church, which has been mach obrcured in this
land as well as cleewhere, by the abeyance in
which the deacoashup has besn sllowed tw fall, and
the ineflectine  postiion which the clder has been
led to occupy 1n too many jnstances, through the
prevalence of a most nadequa’. standard both of
the quihifications and the dut és proper to that im-
Qu-mm office. No pomt eeems miore clear in the
New Testament Seriptutes and the uninepired re-
cords of the pnmutive church, than the appoint-
ment o cvery case ofa plurghity of clders, to take
the oversigh{ of each particular church or congre-
gation ; and the wisdom of thus arrangement, which
bearson «t 2o clearly the divine sanction, will at
once commend itself 1o every enlightencd and un-
prejadiced nmund, recing the proper admimstration
of government aad discepline 18 obviously impractl-
cable 1n any other way. And even in regard to the
excreise of public worship, the conducting of
which, according to scriptuml practice no doubt,
matnly devolves on the class of the elders, whoste
appainted to labour (n word aud dactrine, itscems
quit. plain, from the word of Goo, and thedictates
of reaeon and experience, that a_matter of such
vita. importance to the wellare of a congregation,
anc the interests of religion genenally, should not
be left dependent exclusively on a single office
Yearer in the Church. \We hope to sce the aspect
aad sondition of our Churcher much improved un-
der 11e operation of «ae act of Synod to which we
have efcrred: the elder clothed with euitable goa-
Wficatins for his apinitual office, assuming his
night po ition, tad diligeatly dischasging hisdutices,
as one who has the care of nmortal rouls commit-
ted toh.m, and of whom a solemn aczcount of bis
trust will be required at the last;  and the yegular
erduned deacon superseding the mere eccular ma-
nager or trust e, devonng cheerfully the neceszary
tme and attention 10 the care of those temponal
thungs which ste connccted with the regular mi-
mistzation of the ordinances of the gospel, and the
cdification of the prople of Gob, the negleet
of which has, in so many instances, occasioned the
locs of the ministry, Q¢ tendered it ipefficient.
Dunng the afternoon meeting on Thursday, the
report of the Preabytery of Cabourg was called for,
o7 the finnacinl aztangemen’s {0 be adopted jn the
Church, for tbe suppirt of obects of coshoa
intezest: a3 the Syaod fund, from wkhich the op-
pences cusrad 1o €aTyag oo the peneral buginées
of tne Chorch, nre defrayed. the home migsinne,
and an insntution for the teamsag of candidstes for
the Hotv muaitre. Tiie teport was read gnd ap.
proved of : and 11 wzs Tenutted o the committee
to fame 20 act oa the subject, 19 be rubmitted 1o
tie Synod at alater peried 7 the seastéh, Yrhen the
\anoas measates reqoireng Pecaniary conttibitions
roould kave been matnted.

In the cieniag of Thurrday, tke Bynod inee
precisely at 7 o'cinch. when the Chureh was
crawded wath a reepectable and stteative andience.
After eognging in praser and praiee, the depuis-
1:0q fron the Jhraora® Syuod of 1he Becerdon
Chuor-h, eonsturg »f the Rev Morsrs Troudfoer,
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