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the boat and made o1 St, Poter's, Hut
Lefore they g t very far he disio cered
she was d nrd, Slte was st holdl g
the umbtelln, as n 8 reen, but hr
cqun had gon: down white it was yot
day, leasing him with six hittte chi -
diren, the two cldest of whom have
heen in the Indiwin hospital,

CHURC 1 SEASONS

ADVENT.

We are told, in the first chapter of
Genesis, that “in the begmning, ' the
varth was without ¢ rm, and sod
and then we are led on to se» how
the Spirit «f God moved over cvery-
thing, and how chaos became Kosmos,

confuston and disorder evolved into
order and bheauty.
The ways of Gol are always the

same. He brings things ints ord v by
a wonuerful law of His own. Iive- yv-
thing Iin His spi jtual cr.at on is ar-
ranged in an orderly fashicn, every-
thing in His chutch has b:en evo ved
in «rder. We sometimes wonder why
there should be the seasons of Al-
vent and Christmas, Lent and Iaster;
but, whken we look iato things a lt-
tle mwre closely the reason is a pa -
ent. The Ged whom we wership is
a God of crder, and the toa-iag
which He wishes to be conveyed to

His children Ho~ wills to be given in
order. The church is the Intapr2 (r
of His will. Pe¢ ple are apt nowa-
days to despise the Christian e ig-
fon, and to speak as {f it were very
much ocut of dat:: but, if you ard I
look at the church's system, we shall
see that the new ideis as to educa-
tion, «f which we hear so much, are
after all only a development of the
church’s system of teaching, only a
fulfilment of the plan suggested LYy
the Rless?d Master H.mself when He
vas “talerraclinz:” among mn In
this nineteenth century of ours, we
hear a great decl about the kinder-
garten and similar systems of educa-
tion. Are they new? Nct at all. Did
not Jesus give H!s t-aching in a con-
crete furm, when e found thkat thuse
to whom He sp.ke cruld not accept
abstract truth? His parables—Iis
wondrous miracles—what were they
but kindergarten le s-ns? Ard those
to whom He commit'ed the cany-
ing out of His wi'l, d:d they not act
on the same Divine principle, a1 d
teach His pracepts in such a way as
could be understogd by the'r pui'g?
And the church wh'ch was f unided
by them,.has it not gone on in the
same way, and presanted its” truths
in an orderly and systematic manner,
s¢ that even the unlearned might take
heed and learn?

N<thing i3 mcre noticeable in the

<

who'e churia's system than the won-
drous order and regularty wlich is
observed in the development of Dij-
vine Truth,

Beginning  with the seas n of A4d-
vent. which spcaks to us of the var-
lous cowrings of our Blzssed Lord;—
His advent in the past, as the Babe
of Bethlehem, when He came amaong
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men, 48 & mat, ts be thely exa.ngple,

to suffur and to di: for them, ‘'l
adient in the present, throeugh His

Holy Word, lils Sacraments and «r-
dinances, and the Mmisuy of Hs Ho-

Iy church, and Hig advent In the
Fuature, as the Judge T quich and
dead, the chutch then Fads us on

to Hds DBlossesd Nathvoty, His dircume-
cisien, His manifestation to both Jeas
and  Gentiles,  His  wonderful 1 fe
amoung mon, His Passion and Death,
His Kesurrectz. n on the third day and
His gloudous ascension, and then goes
on to speak of the downpouring « £ the
Holy Ghest un tee Day of Penteu st,
the wondrous truth of the *““I'hrce In
ony, and one in Three-the d (uine
of the Holy Trinity, and then, to comn-
plete the cycle of teaching. she goes
on 4> show forth the virtues «nd
graces which ought to adorn the liv 8
of Christians who have imlited the
teaching «f the church

That teaching 8 presentel In an
orde.ly and systematic way, and $»
the Advent Seas n cones to s, with
all its wonderful teachiug, us the Le-
gimning of a new Cnrs.dan year. Dur-
ing Adveat, we are callld up-n to
think—tirst of all, of the wondreus
huntity  of cur Lord Jesus Chr.st, .n
leaving 1liis thren- in H avea, anl
couuny among Ly men, as 4 Man;
then, of Ms wonarous appeal tu n.en
through the medium f His Hdly
Word: thea, of his gra.iouas co.nng
by means of His duly authorized
ministers and me:8 ngers; wnd < hen,
of the finui coming £ Christ in t.e
last great Day, when He will be tne
Juage o boh quick and awealt. A
thoughttal consideration of those im-
buriant truths <ugast to be o! great
benent ta us,-and snould Leip 10 ..aake
the coming Christmas a glad  and-
—happy time-—a time in which we re-
neaner wita gratutude the $losoas
incarnation of the Eweipnal &n oof
God for us and cur Sal.ation.

CORRESPUNDENCE

Dear Mr. ditor.

For tne infu.mation of “an old
Fogey" aau outers, t wish, w.tn your
peraussion, to say a few words in ex-
DPianation of our use of the terms re-
ferred to in his letter.

Mattins, or mat.ns, 1 connected with
the Miadie Englsn word Mat.n, in
blural Matyns, the old French word
Matin, and the Italian Matuno—ali of
which mean the same as the suglish
word morning. These, in turn, are no
deubt derved from the Latin word
Mawtinum, which takes fts origin in
the word Matutda, the name of the
Gaddess of Dawn. As indicating a
song of praise for the moraing, the
word is used by Milton, in “L’ANegro,”
and in “‘Paradise Lost," as well as by
Tennyson, in his “Mliller's Daughter.”
In the old Pre-reformation Church, the
word “Matins” was used with refer-
€nce to the two services of Nocturns
and Tauds, whi-ic were said in the
early morning: and, from these our
morning service was compiled. Our
order of morning prayer con-

tains all the main features
of the anctent Matin service.
and 8o, in usitng this name, we are
preserving one of  the many  links

Iinding the Church of tuday with the
Church of the carliest and purest days
of Christlanity.

“EFvensung®” has its synonym in the
Middle English IMvensong, or Evesang,
the Anglu-Saxon A fonsang, and the
Danish Aftensang—all of which were
employed to designate the service sald
daily about sunsei. Our order of
Evening Prayor Is compiled from the
Vespers and Compline Services of the
Medioevat  Church. The rvecital or
singing of the Psalms formed a most
Important part of these services, and
«t{ll forms an important part of our
dalily services:hence there is an appro-
priateness in our use of this word
“IEvensong.”

The word “Paradise,”while it may be
sometimes fitly applied to the abode of
the hlessed In the great hereafter, is
more correctly used as indicating that
part of the Intermediate State, the
place of departed Spirits, where the
souls of the righteous await the resur-
rection. The word is found in many
languages, and in every one {t indi~
cates a place that is peaceful and
beautiful, a beautiful park, or a beau-
tiful garden, an abede for the blessed.
The word {38 used by Thomas De
Quincey, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and
cther writers, to signify a place of
beauty or delight. The majority of
Churchmen now hold, as was held in
the ages of faith, that there is an in-
termediate s*ate,—a Paradise, and that
in that Paradise, the souls of the
faithful rest in peace till tha last
great day. It was no doubt in refer-
cnce to this that the Early Christians
used to inscribe on the tombs of their
dear oncs., in the Catacombs, such
prayers as the following: ‘“Requiescat
in pace, et perpetua lux Juceat e,
(May he rest in peace, and may eter-
nal light illuminate him!) There are
some good people who, when they see
the letters R. I. P. (for requiescat ir
pace) at once come to the conclusion
that these are Papistical Medioeval;
but the Chevalier de Rossi, in his re.
searches among the Catacombs, shows
that such were the prayers of the
Christiany of the first days.

The word “Altar,” we must admit,
does not occur in any of the autnoriz-
¢d formularies of the Church of ng-
lund, except the Co.onation Seriy.ce;
but, it 18 used i1n the rormulari.s of
the Sister Cnurches in America and
Scotland. 1t was left out of our prayer
book in the sixteenih century, in order
to disabuse the minds of the common
people of some grossly carnal notions
as to the Eucharistic Sacrifice belng
a literal repetition of the Sacrifice of
Calvary, and to bring back to people’s
minds the great truth that the Euc-
haristic Service isa feastaswellas a
sacrifice, which tae withdrawal of the
cup fromn the laity, and the solitary
ccmmunion of the priest had tended to
obscure. At the swmne time we must
recollect that the word “Altar” has
heen applied to the *“Lord’'s Table”
from the earliest days: and, while the



