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cnce through suifering if neyer doubting
or disobedient P This Bible statemnent is
utteriy beyond our ccmprehension uniess
interpretated by the above thoughit.

As the child learns to dread the fire
tlîrougli the suifcring caused by disobedi-
cnce to the iawvs of mother, so, ive Icarii
obedience to God by the suifering caused
by disobcdience to the voice divine. Did
Christ tiîus iearn obedience to thc voice of
the Spirit ? Who can dogmatize in his
answver, and at the same time give a proper
reason for such dogmatism ?

But is it right, one may ask, to thus
throv out a suggestion on such a serious
subject, serious because of the traditional
teaching of past ages ? Our reply is, that
he %v'ho îvaiks in the Spirit is forever emnan-
cipýated from the thraldom of tradition
and superstition, and dreads flot to, ask any
questions, yes, and examine into it
without the awe an~d agitation of the
superstitious.

Noiv, ivhilst ive have no answver to these
questions, founded on knowvn facts, neyer-
theless, wve hesitate not to say that there
is no compelling necessity upon us to an-
swcr in the negative. Even if Jesus arrived
at perfect obedience to the Holy Ghost
after many a failure, His character wvould
not thereby be in the slightest degree
marred, nor I-is example impaired. Even
such a question as this must be looked on
as a non-essential, and treated as such by
ail the spiritual in our examination thereof,
else wvill wve suifer ourselves to, corne under
bondagoe to some other law than that
of the Spirit.

The greatfact of ail facts in the life of
Christ is that during the last three years
thereof he waiked uniu-.terruptedly in the
Spirit, i.e., H-e 'aiways during that time
did the ivili o.f the Father, and hence
couid throw out the public challenge,
which of you convictethi me of sin?

Granted this is true, then He is an ex-
ample of the possibility of a man doing
the will of God perfèctly, by the year.
Frorn our staridpoint it w'oulcl but enhance

the value of this example if it wvas thc out-
corne, in part at lcast, of legyitimate suffer-
ing throughi prce'ious failures. I Ioevcr,
ive press not this Vicwv of the subject, for
obvious reasons, espccially sccing it is
speculation conccrning the historically un-
knowvn and unlcnoiwablc.

We arc perfectly awarc that even yen-
turing thus far inay give a shuddcring
feeling to some %vlio fondly lîopcd that
they wvere cstabiishcd in the wvall irn thc
Spirit, w'hilst in outsiders it ivill act as did
the profanation of the Hoiy Landi by the
Saracens, on the crusaders of olden times
-they wvil1 feel like rushing to the defence
of their sacrird things wvith sivord and
torch.

Howvever ive shelter ourseif under the
free liberty our master gave to Thomas to
handle ivith ail needful familiarity and
see for ourseif concerning ail these matters,
being assured that, like as ivith thc prince
of doubters of old, famiiiarity îvîth Christ's
life and person, in place of breeditig con-
tempt, ever prompts the exclamation,
"My Lord and My God."
To us Christ, as a man, is ail attractive,

and His example is of inestimablc value.
\Ve narrowly scan His life, in His obedient
walk in the Spirit, as if looking uipon our
other self, our eider brother, and o'ir ad-
miration growvs as wve icarn more and more
of its perfect symmetty hoth as a whole
and in its various details. But it woulci
cease to have this charmn to us if there en-
tered into His conflict wvith doubt concern-
ing the caîls of God any other elernent
than that wvith ivhich ivTe are familiar by
actuai experience. Hence as ive Iearn
that He wvas tempted ini ail respects ex-
actly like ourself, ive not oniy love Hiim
with the full powcer of our being, but aiso
honor Himn as the procuring cause of our
ability to thus walk evený as He walked.
I-le iived and died for us. Through Ilim.
we have ail the biessings of the New
Covenant.
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