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tectly cemuncrause prasits that linle leisure i«
ieh, wih w hich to tndulge in experiments or vene
tare largely on uncertain speculations,  The fhile
wre then oi such an Exhitiion-—evcn shionld 1y
happen==may I think, amongst us, be taken ra.
thier as an cvidence of energetic life, than of sloth.
ful tnacuvity, it would speak uf continuous labont
raihier than of fitful efiurt, and although iv fs much
10 be deaired that the monotony of our callinga
may be refreshad and snvigorated by a healthtul
change; and the beaten tracks of our dail{y dutics
somciimes ploughed ap, readjusted, and improv.
ot by cmulatton, it is not at all to be wished that
steady indusiry should be aunscttled and disturbed
vy 100 frequent a temptation to cabark i an ex-
ciung thuugh an honorable race.  T'v be energe.
nc 18 1% not pecessanily to be regless, any tore than
ina to be cnterprising it #s not necessary to be
wilugy speculative ; customs hike constitutions may
e nv better than ancient crrors, yet thelr sudden
and violent distupuon may invulve much mis
chtel=—whilst then we endeavour to heep ative a
spirit of cinslation that thereby the ingenions and
the sxilful tnay be-prevented from slumbering;
let us be careinl that the intcrests of Industry -

not embarrased and endangered by that resiices.
ness of purpose which constant cxcitement ‘may
induce. There may be-times when 10 refrain
ttom active efforts, would be to commita positive
breach of duty, and such I think will be the oppor-
tunity to be given us by the:Exhibition of ithe
Provincial Agricultural Association, to be held in
thus City in Scptember next.—I am enabled o state
authoritatively that the parties engaged in that
enterprise are determined to make the Toruni.
Extmbiiun eclipse in utilng and excellence every
previous cflutts of the sort, made within the Pro-
vince, and ft-is reaxonable that we should assist
them zealousty in their undertaking:  Itis a mate
wer ol high wuportance that the character of: To-
1onto should be well sustained on that oceasion,
Aund'if we wonld secure to ourstlves that position
ot advauceinent and prjorivy which Capital Cittes
are always cxpected to hold—and which we vught
not wlurget, 15 acavely competed for by a véry
ambitious aund not very distant little éllyi—‘wc
should apply ourselves diligently to the work of
preparation.  People are too apt in estimat.
ing the imporiance of sach expositions as
that to which-1 am alluding, to regard ‘them
as Qdle fetes -rather than as the bases -upon
which- future- national success- is to bo-ralsed ;
they arc too prone to rate their value by
the fashion of-the assembinge, rather than by
ke bearing which its purpuse exercises on the
material interests of the Country ;—such folk
doubiless regret the abscnce of Punchinello, and
nixs the sweet attractions of a sauue fair, but
it 20 their criticism is harmless, * for contempt of
fools carries no sting.”  In advocating the clafins
ot the’Agricultural Asgociatton to your support I
do not feel that [ -ain straying from my duty as
President of your Institute: ‘il fsa-pan, and a
very ‘obsiinate part of iy faith that‘no jealousy.
ought to divide the Agriculturist and the Mecha.
nic.—they are, or ought 1o be paratle! pursuits;
their interesls are to a great extent mutual—if
one languishes the other is far from. =afe, if one
succeeds both are, or ought ta be the gamnery—Pa-
trictin is gound common 1o both; the national
good a”bond’of ubion. _Let us then esthew petty’
diffcrences and puil harmoniously “togaher, and
% far froim- entertaining-a partial and envioils
spirit.let the Mechanic and the Karmer, travel side
by side, rendering each to the other brotherly aid
upon the way, that so thé glorious path which cir
Country js pursaing.may be one of pleasantiess
and peace, the pride‘and the hope ‘of allgood Ci-
tizens, Whilst, however, we'gladly consent-to
journey with the Farmer, wemust maké 2 bargain’
with himto “keep'up,” we.mustte)l bim that e
are delighted to-have his: company, and” whilst
we'die together we will'lend hnd‘bhall“cxggct £l
hand,but “Tet the swifiestof foot go-a-head and clear
the way,” Gentlemen, I have no fear of theresult,
and f'ask you 1o join metiext September fn giviog
the ‘Agricaltural Association * a spice of our qua-
lity.” “But you will begin tothink &at mj address,

tike a Tadies letter, %ill have it chicf purpote in
its postcript; and § amafratd I am open to rebuke
for having defetred the consideravion of the Lec-
tutcs of the past y car; in trath theduty with which
1 am &peciailly charged. I am divided beiween
two opinions, whether I may presume fo discuss
the Lectures uf such abie men, ot wheiher fathng
to do o 1 might not forfeit an opportunity for
profinng by their cssavs, Lshail cun the nisk of the
chnr;i'c of impcriinence and pucsus {hat course
which although perhaps less acceptable to out
guests, wll at any rate be must profitable and
ﬂaurym to the majornty vl my hcarcrs,
licve I am warranted” in anying that the
course of Lectures of the, Yxa” scssivn has been
more successful than any by which it was pre-
ceded, It was opened by Captain Lefroy, in &
lecture on “ Terrestrial “Magncuisin,” a ecicnce
with which probably few were very intimaicly
acquatnted, although une in which we all have &
pecaitat interest in cunsequence of vut City being
sclected by the Royal Sucicty asastanun fur vber-
ratdon, 1was notsofurtunate astobe preventatihat
Lecture but T have had the advantage of-reading
it, snd [am sure you will &} concur in the expres
sion of a.high appreciation of jis value, The in-.
teresting history: of the scicnce, its purposcand the
manacr of its promotion, as given in this esany,
induce our warmesi-sympathy with the patiert
and persevering obscrver, and If unhapplly that
“ modest rill from the great reservoir of uational
wealth which the Hlome Treasury has turned into
this thirsty-ficld of Science™ should. be checked,
let us lwipe that the Province will itscif and for ity
own hrnnot malatain the efficicney of this sativn
s Lng as the investigation Is  fncompletc.
The next upon the listof Lectures was ono by
Dr, Burne, to whom the Institute already owed a
debt of obligaticn for previous services of a Jike
natare. 'In treaung of * thedawn of. Coglish 11
terattife  thé Dr, proved that the Roman arts
exercixed a highly -beneficial and enduring ingu.
ence, and that afterward the Saxuns and the
Normans, cach made those valuable and peculiar
addltionsto the systems oftheir predeecssors as by
the biending of Norman Saxon and Roman cle-
ments has resolted in the production of a majestic
natiénal Literawre. he value of such an
cisay is mo apparent that I shall content
myself, by expressing ny satisfactiun that it
was contributed by one who himself is a proof
of the-great: resources of our noble language.
The next subject whichi was treated upun was
that of Agricultural ** Associations, thelr Oilgin,
Progress, -QObjleis and  Advantages.” These
cannot be 100 hlg!ﬂ{ rated, and 1 think I have
already givén proof that 1 pa{‘ﬁilling fealty to the
arguments advanced by Profescor Duckland.
‘I'wo "Lectures upon “the IHfstory of Canada™
followed that which we have last named, and un-
dunbtedly if thefr value may be estimated by the
importance of the subject, by the ignorance ‘of it,
which unhappily. prevails, or by the excellence of
ftatreatment; then Mr. Robertson isentitlad to our
warmest thanks. T'hat truth fs stranger than fic-
tioh, and that History in able hands isoften times
more_interesting, alicays sounder, and ever more
dircetly engdges our sympaibiés than ‘Romance
is constantly-urged and is yét blindly and obstina.
telyrejected, To tempt the reader into a- beucr
paili and intoung ey espécially neccssary toall whe
would pretend to cotninon Intelligence, and any
triotism is a-high pirpose wortliy the effortx (as
it _hasfound them) of an able advocate, Thecon.
sideration of * the micrustope " was nextessayed.
by Mr. Freeland, who on a sibsequent occasion,
also Jectured upon *the Barometer.” Setting
aside the interest which aitaches .to these-useful
instruments and the admirabl¢_manner. in.which
Mr. Frecland discusted then,” I confess™ that
I' aiiticipate even highef results from his cfforts
than at first sight they might induce. Itisvefre-h.
ing.to find a Lawyer condescending to Scientifie
investigation, but the- peculiarr branch which -he
bas chosen, gives us bright prospects fut.the fa.
tute~fot i our. worthy "Lecturer..will apply his
Batometer 1o the Law and warn as of -its clovds,
or 1f e will submit 18" intricacics tu the micro
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scople teat and thus clachlate ite principle and
action, be wili merit even by afuller degree that
ratitude which he has already o well carned.
he next Loctare wae one apun the poperties of
tight © by Prefessur 1ind, who moa Windly wn-
senied o sur;.ly an unatuldable  vacancy,
and who on the spot of the munnnt delisere
one of those intcresting and arefnl dieconizes
for which his natne has puw tecome a gharantee,
*Respiration ™ by Di. Melville, “ilie Hitetna.
tion of Antmals ¥ by Dr. Hudder, and, ¥ Astra
nomy * l? Mz, Henning, were the sutjects noxt
subindited to the conelderation of the Justitule.—=
The structure of the human body s ¥ feasfully
and wonderfolly made "~ the halits and prupers
tien of thore lower animals, attendant upon man
and ministering to his wants,~ and that= all jer-
fectavstem of w hich * the Barth and atl (bt there.
in f8,” i« bt a part, are suljects of enqulry whick
cannot be purstied without profit —The mure In.
tiunate our knowledge of the atone of Creailon,
the fuller onr appreciativn of the Crealor, - the
gleaner In the ficld of Nature finds “ iuks in the
mnnlng brooks, sermotis in_toncs, and n
ererylking,” and although wilh his {mperfcet vis
sfon he cannot discern he. fuliness of the power,
the wisdom and mercy of thute finnutable laws
b{ which the Earth |s Fovcmu}, he 1em8 from
hls Jabours better,- happler, and ‘more grateful,
The Rev. Mr. Lillic, an old_ and valuable
friend of the Institute,—and one whom am proud
to be permitted_to call my own—nevet weaty of
kindness, has during the past scssion delivered two
tnost valuatle Lectures on * Canada, jis Growth
and Prospeet.”  The temptation o indulge in a
tevision of his discourscs §s strong upon me, but
a¢ 1 am limited to time and as hin gmmlys have
been published-in a form aecesrible fo all,-1 must
tefrain fromn doing, mote than most &tongly re-
commending their perusal. Tolserve, Wowever,
that Mr. Lillie subuituted his sccond lecture ups
on Canada for one which hie had antounced upon
“ Beauty.” Now I am not prepared-10 complain
of a change which gaveus o much and such
valuable nfoumation but [ yenture- 10 romind
him that he owes us that loctuse, and certainly if
to pay the debt, he would clutehi a fayourable op.
pottunity for inspiration, he had betier come aud
take my place, fus I under the fire of the Atillery
éculmf ot this &pot he cannot tell us whai Beauty
is, 1 fear under less advantageous circumstances,
he will fail Iy his explanatin, Not, but what
there s sume difcrence of opinivn as o the power
of such Artillery, sccing that odr nest Leclurer,
(Dr. Badgley) in discuwing whether the eyeor the
ear inost contributes to man's happinees, mn'cludm
that hie latter is the more valuable  But bis rea.
suning is bared on a higher, & ore enduring and
mote truthful prineiple, than that o which have
veutured for 2 moment o refer, for he arguée, and
curpectly, that cumsidering man, as deviving the
largest amount of bis happiness from he develop-
ment and. coltieation of-his intellectual-powers,
and as a being lovking forward for happiness from
the things of senee to thuse of clernity, the posees-
sfun of lﬁe scnpe of heating is of patamount value,
In refereing to the next lecture, 1 find myself
placed in an awkward dilemma,  Iam surc when
Professor Richardsun n bis able essay on.  Mes.
mensm ' »s0 mercilessly demulizhed™ its preien.
sivas, be did not intend that I should ure his. ar.
gumeuts o the -injury of priv.;leaenlvmlisc. " {
»ball.refrain then fiom entering upon a detail of
his gbjectivns Jest the unfurtunate gentlunan who
W' may be left
without an audience, well assured that protected
by their memeries, the curious who come -here
will resist the chiarmer—chaim he ever.so wisely,
Not less important than those by which it had
been_preceded was the lecturcon ¢ Political Eco=
nomy, as a Branch of Education, delivered -by
Dr. Ryerson, Avoiding everytbing which by
ihgenious constiuction.-could-"be tortured :Into
the expressivn of an opinion upon:party, the' Dr.
confined himself 10 the expositiun-of“Lis subject
as a Scieice; urgirg.that inasmuch .os the safetly
of the state and the well working of its Institutions
are su much dep-ndent upen popular will, itis
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