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11diial lûtchitralutîder the Conf'ederation, by declaring it '1 1 lid, prid
cuifloyed the samie termns, 1 regulation of the Terri-
tories,' to transmit the power bore cxerteii to future

LETTE1 0F FRANCIS P. BLAIR, ESQ. Congresses. In the face of' this history, and the letter
of the Constitution graîîting the poiwcr to makio

TO THE~ R1ITI1.1CAM ASSOCIATIOYf OP' IVASlIXGTO.Y. whatever regulationis it dccnîcd it respecUing the
SIÎ.VFR SPI'nNGS, (Mýd.,) Dec. 1, 1855. Territories of the United States, the authors of the

Kansas and Nebraska bill dcny the couistitutionality
C rNTI.FMF . IlaVing rcliinqIishied political employ- of the regulatioîîs whichi cxclude slavery froîin the

mea.t, and, to aivoid enoncigagalin ils anxieties, Territories, and set at nouglit ail thc precedents tliât
addicted nivselt' to cotintr-y life, 1 arn constrained to conifirili thein, vhicli have followred iii uniîiterrîîpted
det..iine yuur invitation, to joui the Republicatn Asso- succession, froin tic fouadntion of the government.
Ciation of' Washiington City, altiiongli temiptcd by the The othier clause in Uic Constitution, emnpowering
hionor of becoîiig its presiding oflicer. Yet I feel it 1Congress to p9ss laws to prevent the ' migration or
niy duýt sai Ilat in the ma i, 1 concuir i the ams imîportationî' of slaves after 1SOS, slios tlio ixed
or the Association. To excludc slavery front the purpose of the fotîders of our U:îion to liînit the
Territories of the Unîited States, aîîd to rebulke the inecease of fuis evii. The coîiseqiieiie was an in-
violation of the Comipronmises, Nvhicli werc, mîade to lîibition, whicli prevents a Southî Caroliîîa planter,
stand ns ce% enants bctwecn tic Slave and Frc States who lias slaves iii Cuba, froin bringing tlîcm to lus
to effec.t tlîait exclusion, arc, in my opinion, the niost liome plantation ; and to remove t1ils Obstruction to
important inovements wilîi have engaged tue public the increase of slavery witliin the Union, aîid open
imid sixîce the Revolution. lAfrica to supî>ly the demand nmade by the ncw nect,

Thie eý,teîsioîî of slavery over the nevr territories the Nortlîern nullifiers are aiready calleq on by thxeir
would prove fatal to titeir prosperity; but the greatest Sottern alliei to Iend tlîeir aid; and ceriainly tiiose
caiamity to be appreliended froin it is the destruction Jwlîo -enibrace Mr. Caihoun. s doctrine, as statcd by
of the Con fèderacy, on wlîici the welfarc of the jMr. Douginss, that 'every citizen lias an iîialicîîablo
wlîolc country reposes. Every conquest of tlîis cie- riglît to inovo into any of the Territories wvitli lus
ment of discord, whicli lias so often tlîrcatened thie property, of whlatever kind or description,' the Con-
dissolution of tlîe Union, increases Uic danger. Everv stitutioxi, and Compromises îîotwitlistanding, con
surrender of tlîe Free States invites invasion. lîardly refuse it. It ivas on tlîe anne.xation of the

The cause wlîiclî your orgaîlization is inteuded to Mexican Territories that Mr. Calîoiun asserted this
pronuote înay wel1 drav to its support nuen of al principle, to unsettle tic fixed policy of tîte nation,
parties. Dilèrenîues on questions of poiicy, of con- 1beginning wvitlî the era of the Declaration of Inde-
stitutional construction, of modes of admnistrationî, jpendcnce ; and hoe applied it alikie to the Coniîprom-
nay %vell bc nierged, to nuite mcii vrhlo believo tlîat ises of 1820 and 1850. Mr. Douglas thus suins Up
notlîing but concert of action on the part of those the position taioen, and the resuit:
xwlio would arrest the sîiread of slavery, cati resist a Under tlîis section, a3 in the case of lthe Jexican laco
the power of thae coînbiuaution now cînbodied to make in Vew Veico anid Utah, it is a dispnted ploint wvhctler
it eîîîbrace the Continent faoin ocean to occan. slavery is proluibited iii tlie N\ebraska couîntry hy valid

The repealing clause iii tlîe Kansas Bill is predicted $enactinent. The decision of tuis question invoives
on tlîe uiulli-tý of tue clause iii the Constitution wlîici the constitutional powver of Congress to passalavis
gives Congrezýs the îîoi er to nînke regulatioîîs respect- prescribing aîîd reguiaîting the doinestic inîstitutions
ing the Territories of the United States. Yet notlî- of tue various Territories of Uie Union. In tlîc
ing is cicarer in the iiistory of our Goverament tlîan opinion of fliose emninent statesmen wiîo iold tlîat
tiînt tiais phrase, giving pbower to congrcss 1 to make Congress is invested witli no riglîtful autlîority to
reguilations respecting the Territories,' wvas mecant to legislate upon the subjcct of slavery in thie Territor-
<rive it tlîe power to excînde slavery frorn tliei. ies, tue ciglîth section of tic act preparatory to tue

Mr. Jeffersoîî's resolution of 1785, declaring tlîat admission of Missouri is nulI and void, uvhile tho
tere slaîli bc neither slavery nor involtuntary serv i- prevaiiing sentiment in a large portion of tîte Union

tuide in any of tlîe States laid off in the Western sustains the doctrine tlîat tue Constitution of tho
Territory, wvas subsequeîitiy reîiewed iii the Congrcss United States secuires to every citizen ain inalienabie
of 17î85, ivliiclî added, tlîat 1 this regulation shahl be riglît to inove into any of the Territories wviti i s
n airticle of compact'; and it ivas so voted utiani- propcrty, of wiîatcver kind or description, and to
niously by tue delegates o? ciglît States out of lîoid and cnjoy Uic sanie under the sanction of law.
tweive. ~Your Comniittcc do net feel tiinselves calicd upon

It wras passed by tlue unanimous votes of aIl the to enîtcr into discussion of tliese conitrovcrted ques-
States by tue Cougress o? 1787, wvhicli sat contein- tions. Thîey involve tue sanie grave issues wvhich
poraneously vrith thc Convention furming the Con- prodîîced the agitation, the sectional strife, and the
stitution, and that Constitution gave Con gress the I*earfte] struggle of J 350.
povwcr 'hto mako regulations respecting tue Territor- Froin thîis it appîears that the Cýompronises of 1820
ies,' and, inoreover, afirrncd the validity of 1 the en- and 1850 iîîvolved.,the question of t1;ý validity ot
gagemnenLi entcred into before the adoption of the the law of Mexico exciuding slivcry froni the
Constitution' by the Confederation-oîie of wviicli ncwiy-ccded Mexican Territory, and the lave o?
enîgagemcents ivas thiat inade by the regulation exclu- our own Congress excluding it frei tlîat îîurtlî of tlîe
dinigsltvcry froîntUic Territories. Thus tie Congyress lino of 36 deg. 30'. Mr. Dougits's Coinuuiittee Report
of the Confcderatioîî and the Convention fraxning tue rccommended tlîat, as
Constitution uuited in giving a double sanction to 'Congress deemcd it wise auîd prudent te refrain
the exclusion. . Ifrom dcciding the mnatter in con troversy then cilher

The first exerted the power o? enacting lMr. Jeffer- by aj/irzing or rcpealing the illexican latrs: or by an act
son's interdiet o? slavcry in tlîc Territories tiien, lîeld jdeciaraloril of lte truc intent of 114o Coffitulion, and tho
by tlie Unîited States, to vrhicli it liad previously given extent of the protectioni affo. 'ed by it te slave prop-
an iniuressive sanction by adding, 'this regulation c rty in the Territories, so your Comnîittec are not
shali be an article of compact,' &c. ; and tic Con- preparcd noiw te recomnmend a departure from tho
vention guaranteed, this £ engagement,' entercd into course pursucd on that inemorable occasion, cither


