
84 CHURCH WORK.

THE CHURCII. and challenge our faith in it a~
verity next in succession and i

"It is impossible to exaggerate portance to belief in GOD Hims
the importance of the Chiurch; it unless it be so, intrhad
is next to Gon; it brinigs Hirn to reality."
us, and us to Hum. Could à be
credited, that unless it were of SM\ýALL MEAN.
absolute necessity for our welfare
to rightIy believe in the Churchi THE power of money is on t
and recognize the Church, the whole over-estin-ated. The great
Article would be placed in tlue things wvhich were done for t
creeds of Christendom Il believe world have not been accomplisli
in the One, Holy Catiîolic, and by rich men or by subscripti
Apostolie Church?' If the recog- lists, but by men grenerally of smn
nition of the Church wvere of no pecuniary means. The gr<
importance, or sinali importance, thinkers, discoverers, inventors a
as many hold and teach, can it artists have been mnen of moderi,
1)e believed that hier existence and wvealth, many of thein littie rais
characteristics as verities wvould be above manual labourers, in po,
placed next in order and succes- of worldly circunustances. And
sion to the verities of GoD's being will always be so. Riches a
and Christ's death ? Ail the trutlîs oftener an impediment than
of the Creed, men will tell us with stimulus to action ; aud in ma:
one voice, are of the most tre- cases they are quite as rnuch a in
mendous inuportante-the truth of fortune as a blessing. The y0u
the Trinity, of the Incarnation, of who inherits wealth is apt to ha
the pardon of sin, of the resurrec- life made too easy for hum, ai
tion of the dead, and of the life soon lie grows sated withi it, 1
everlasting-all, ail are of infinite cause lie lias nothing left to desii
importance, save one, and that is Having no special object to strugî
the Church; somne may, many %vil], for, lie finds tinie heavy on 1
go so far as to wish i-V weie out of hands, remains mentally ai
the Creed altogether, and do vir- morally asleep; and his position
tually leave it out; or if they keep society is often no higher tlian thi
it in, they degrade it by labelling of a polypus over wliich the ti<
it with some man's naine, or de- floats.
scriptive epithet, borrowed froni
their special heresy or ground of ALMSGIVING.
schism. Thus tlîey bear witness -

against thenîselves, since it is an THAT aIl property, of whatev
impiety to believe in an unreality, kind, is ultinîately GOD's, and tii
or a thing of littie or no conse- mien are merely its stewards, is
quence, or an actual hindrance to maxim wbicli no Chîristian w
the apprehlension of Christ. It is dispute. It follows, then, as
wo;se than misleading to aliow the corollary, owned by the very lit
Article II believe in the One, I{oly then, tlîat a fixed offering, by w~
Catholic, and Apostolic Church' to of tribute or rent, is due froin
stand where it does in the Creed, nien, wvhile tlîis offering has fro
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