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BIRD CAl Cl{I\G Sl’lI)Ll S. !

H. W. Bates, an English naturalist, |
lias lately published an account of his ad-
veritutes in the region of the river Amazon,
The following is his account of a bird-
cetching spidor, which he saw at Camcta,
in the Province of Pare:

“The speeics was M. avicularia, or
one very closcly allied to it. The indi-
vidual was nearly two incites in length of
body, but the legs expandud seven inche
and tlic entire body and legs were covered
with coarse gray and reddish hairs. T was
attracted by the movement of the mon-
steron atree trunk: it was close be-
neath a deep creviee in the tree, across
which was stretched a dense white web,
"The lower part of the web was broken,
and two small birde; finches, were en-
tangled in the picces; they were about
the size of the English siskin, and I
judged'the two to be male and female;
one of them was quite dead; the other
Lay. under the body of the spider, not
quite dead, and was smeared with the
flthy liquor or saliva ecxuded b) the
monster.

Y drove away the spider and took the
Lirds; but the second one soon dicd.
The fact of species. of Mygale sallying
forth at night,.mounting trecs and suck-
irg‘theegas and young of humming birds,
has béen recorded long sgo by Madame
Merian and Palisot de Beauvois; but in
the absence of any conﬁrmauon it hes
come to be discredited.

« The Mygales are quitc common in-
sccts; some species make their cells
\mdcr stones, others form artistic tunnels
in the-carth, and some build their dens
in the thatch of houses. The natives call
them Aranhas carangueijeiras, or crab-
spiders. The hairs with which they are
clothed come off when touched, and cause
a peculiarand almost maddening irritation.
The first specimen that I killed and pre-
pared was handled incautiously, and I
suffered terribly for three days afterward.
I think this is not owing to any poison-
ous quality residing in the hairs, but to
thicir being short and hard, and thus
getting into the finé creases of the skin.
Some Mygales are of immensesize. One
day Isaw the children belonging to an
Tudian family who collected for me, with
one of these monsters sccured by a cord
10und its waist, by which they were lead-
ing it about the house as they would 2
dog”
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THIS OCEAN.

Man, as & conquerof, ¢eh ravage the
carth ; citics are plundered, countrics arc
desolated and laid waste; ruin and dess
truction mark his path,  But his reign
stops him. Over the sight of ogean he
has no control, and his dominion cannet
extend over the great deep. Moere he is
powerless.  What carthly armi can save
him or his frail bark, when the rushing
waves and angry billows are rolling upon
them Lke clods upon some mighty giant

“coflin, to entomb i3

Their doom is scaled, another and
another victim are added to tha long list
of those who have perished upon its
treacherons waters. What a record of
blighted hearts and withered hopes could
the wreek of occan furnish ! Ilow many
have gone forth full of joy and gladness
to return no more ! The auxious and ex-
pectant forms awaited them on shore
have looked fn vain for their coming.
No intcitigence has ever reached them of
their fate, and anxicty has sunk into des-
pair. Alas! they have perished, with
none but the solitary sea-bird to chant
their last rcquiem.—But if the ocean
is so terrible in its wrath it is equelly
lovely in its rcpose, when upon its
tranquil surface is reflected the rays of
the rising sun——% The glorious orb of
nature”—what myriads of the finny tribe

can be scen sporting in its glossy waves;
what monsters are found buried in its
dark caves!

How lovely the golden sunset, as the
last rays glitter upon gorgeoua piles of
clouds floating above the horizon. How
does fancy wander into its fathomless
abyss, and read in its dark and gloomy
chambers, peopling them with a fairy
creation of its own. What priceless
gems, and untold treasures adorn these
gloomy caverns of the sea.

For many centuries the mysteries of
the occan have reposed undisturbed by
man, but the spigit of improvement and
progress have at last intruded upon this
solitude and brought to light many an
unknown fact regarding these dark
regions. The submarine telegraph has
invaded the termtory of old Neptune, and
disputed with him his empire over the
waves.

There is nothing so dear to the heart
of the mariner as the sight of the ocean;
its white-capped waves and blue expanse
are objects of decp love and veneration
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to his .,onl bt \cr) brcczc that is waf ed
over its surface is laden with health and
1ifc_to him, and'the roar of his own
element is music to his own cars. Even
those whose home is upon the sen-coast
ever delight in its waveslashed shore,
Zurth ins no ¢harins for them that equal
the steep cliff and boundless views of
waters around them.

T10W ANIMALS COOL OFI*.

Lvery olserving farmer knows that
man and horses are the enly animals that
have double means of refrigeration, and
all others hiave but one.  No other buing
sweat like mea and hotses, and.thercfore
cannot cool themselves by perspiring
through the skin. This will bs found
true throughout the whole range of com-
parative anatomy, and applies to the
largest as well as the smallest belngs.
All the thick-skinned animals, except the
horse, have no powers in the skin: te
exhale heat by perspiration, it being.onl¥y
a secrsn\c surface.  All the cleft- fédt
specics, including those with feot’ xmd
toes, rounded and unprovided with claws,
the rhinoeeros, clephant, bison, mammoth,
mastodon, buffalo, or,swine, decrs the
lion, tiger, bear, wolf, fox, squirrel, dor-
rnouse, opposum, rocoon, all, like the dog,
have no means of cooling themselves
when heated except through the medium
of Yespiration. Thus the ox, when very
hot thrusts out his tongue and pants, to

{exhale the heat generated by exercise,

and. if driven without time allowed for
this, will dic with the heat that accumu.
lates within him, Hogs often die when
driven too fast, because they cannot part
with the general heat.

LEISURE MouEN'rs., '

Existence wonld be eltogether misera-
ble were it not for the exercise of the
social affections. Our desires concentra-
ted within the narrow limits of self-grati-
fication, and our feelings unexcited by
any other objact than sclf-csteém, e
should never cnjoy the sweet interchangs
of mutual attachment, nor experience.the
pleasures.of communicating delight. We
should wander like hcrmits through a
dreary world; our wants unrelieved by
frien-ship, our sorrows unmitigated, and
our anxicties unassuaged by sympathfy.
No kind hand would shicld us from errcr
or misfortune. No disinterested counstl
wouid direct us-,towisdom,,happinéss and



