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altar, and thi, moncy wvas put thercin whicli
wa«s brotifflt into the bouse of the 1 -d.
[t %vas aîb:olutely iiii'fa.r4tive that ali uffer-

ings be bruiuqht to thec door of the tabernacle
and prescîîtud tiiere. «'Unto the place
which the Lord your God -,hall choose to
put Ilb iiiiiie, tliun, tltillet7 shial 3c bring
your burnit-offeringa and voîîr titiies, and
your vows aîîd vour fr-e-wvi11 offi-rings."

That the practice w'as stili common iii
the time of our Sav jour, isevidentfroin the
people's - casting tlîc3r money int the
trensury." And Mien the early Christians
sold their lands tlîcy brozWqht the iiaoney
and laid it at the Ap)osties' féet. Again,
whien an extra collection "'as to be taken
in some of the Gentile Chînrehes for the
poor saints at Jcrialcm, we think the saine
plan wvas recoaimended.

This idea should bc constantly before us,
that ail our offerings should be miace to
thle Lord: and there is no wvay by which it
cati bu more forcilily impressed upon us
than by giving always at the place of wor-
ship, ils a part or as a mnode of worship.
Howv little is given ivith the thoughit that
it is to the Lord ! We hear men talking
of giving to the miin ister or tosome mission.
But Christian finance shoculd never be se-
parated from Christian faith. We like
that idea ia the offertory-always accom-
panyiag the preseatiag of the gift with
prayer. In concludîng( this article, I may
say that the truthi of the principles 1 have
been tryiag to place before your readers,
bas been more strongly impressed on my
own mind by the remnark of a pions o]d
lady, who said to me, flot a year ago: If
they were to discontinue the Sabbath Col-
lections, I should really feel that a part of
the service was wanting."

STATE 0F RELIGION.
Presbyteries are rcminded tbat the Synod

at ils last meeting acccptcd the followNing
-recommendation of the Conimittîc on the
State of Religiona

-That the Synod recornmends Presby-
teries at their first meeting la 1872 to hold
a confé~rence on the State of Religion in
their congregations, and forward te reu1
a% once to the Convener in order that they

inay -inbodied la the Animal Recport oi
the Coa>mittee."

lui connecetion with this subject, it nay
bc added that the saine Coinmiiittc of tlie
Canadfa 1Presbvterian Church issue a list
of qucries which sesbions arc directcd lu
ansNcr in iîiiagi); their rctaras to 1>resbv-
teries. A lia are hure ïîîpended, beingr
largely adoptcd fromn ile Canada serie:s
'rhey- are givea for suggestion nîiercly.

1. W'hat appears to be the prescrit co-i-
dition of religious lite la the congregatioi
and district as coaspared with ils condjijunIat former periods ? Are there any special
causes la operalion injuriously alctiiig, it 7
jand if so, what are tlîev

2. D)o the menabers of tlme Chutrch shew
a sense of their acknowledged obligations
to honour Christ-by purity of life-by
personal effort for the good of otliers:
State as precisely as possible la what way
the effort is put forth ?

,3. What is the nature of >-our- personal
dealing witîh intendin~ commnica.nts ?

4. Whtevidence oes tbe coagregation
give of interest la the cause of Christ gene.
rally 1 ail d wliat means are adlopttd îa
awakea and foster sucli an interest?

5. What evidence do parents nive oî
their sense of responsibility to God as ein-
trîîsted with the spiritual care of thcir chil-

Idrea and domiesties 1
6. Ia what manner is pastoral visitation

coaclucted ?
7. [s there any outlying population ini

your district, and if so, is Iliere any effort
put forth to reach and influence it in any
way SAMUEL HIOUSTON.

St. John, 91h Dec., 1871.

SECOND TRIP IN A SLAVER
UiT A STDNET MN

Is the heading of a letter ptiblislied ia the
ToîL'a anîd Coriisîr.y Journal of Sydney, N.S.
W., froin ivhich we publisi extracts. The
author desrribes veryi graphiically a voyage
ia the Trident, Captain B., to the New
Ilebrides, undertaken to pr-ocure laborers
for the Fiji agriculturists. Rie liad sontie
difliculty la procuring a passage, as tht
trade is not desirous of being too narrowlyv
waîched, and the Captain w-as careful t0
let liin kîîow that Ilthe particulars of a la-
bour cruise should flot; he put promiaentl
before the public, as people sitting la their
parlours are apt te misconstrue the bcst iii-
tentions."


