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the Lower Prnvinces to apIpoint a Commit-
tee to wbom shahl be assîglned the duty of
solertin(- a .'olecîion of hymus suitable te
ha used in salabaîh Schools or public weor-

sh nthis Chiureli."
sbie mover suipported the Overture in a

short spe<h 1-le said the want advcrtcd te
in thc proamhlc of the Overture wns really
felit. 'lhiit children canne uuderstand the
Psalms, the uttraucesof which are frcqtienîly
figurative and înetapheriral,-that in order
te sing thcmn intell igenîly, the worshîipjicr
must; in a great many instances paraph1rase
them in bis own id, and associato with
the words ideas whliclx thev ate neot literally
calcula ted te suggest. If*it was legititnate
to paraphrase the Pualms ini ibis wèiy in a
matil's own, mind, it could nlot be wrong to
use plain wvords which would convey tho
exacrt îîîeaning attachied to the pasbagc. He
would yiehd tu mie maxi in the stricînees with
wbiei hie held the domtine ef Inïpiration.
Ho believ'cd every woid in the bible was
inspire"d. But this statement, s0 far as the
'werds wcre concerned,, could be predicated
only of the Old Testament Hcbrew and
New Teqtament Greek Seripture. 0ur
versions contained, net inspired words, but
ouly inspird sentiments whiclî ought te be
set forth in the words which weuld mess
clearly and avcuratehy convey them. If in
our songs of praise, therefora, we retain
strictly scriptural sentiments, we have "fui-
filled ai the necessary conditions of an in.
spired Psalmody. It had been maintained
that 'vo arm limnied to thse Book o? Psalms
for inatter of praise; but thai, hie said, was
a position that could nlot be defended. If
that book bad been exclusively binding upon
auy Churcb, or the Church iu any age, that
was the Jevishi age and Church, during
which ihere was se much o? straitnei3s and
type and metaphor in use in tha Church.
But îvhiat do wc find under tbat very dis-
peusation *Why, suas when the hcart of
the wvorshipper %vas f ull o? gratitude .and
feit itself inpelledl to break forth in songe
et praise, in a fervent buret of original ex-
pression and not ia the words of psalrn or
hymn, it peurs forth us meed of praise te
God. In support of this statemeut hie re-
ferred to the case of Mlary, who, having re-
ceived the annoncementof tue prospective
conception and hirtis of Christ, frames bier
own song in which, "bher seul inagnilied the
Lord, and lier Spirit rejoiced in God lier
Saviour."* If this privilege belenged te an
Ohd Testament Saint, ha would ask whether
our privilegus bave beau widaned or narrow-
cd by the introduction of thse New Tes4ta.
nient Dispensation ? We should have
liberty wberc God bas not bound us. Ha
wu flot asking tîmat the Psalra book ba laid
side, but that a harger and b6tter collection

o? Paraphrases and Hymne than that al-
medy attacd te it, be sseiated with it

ia tbe ansborised Pealmody et the Church.
H1e concludcd b y rnoving tOnt the (iverture
bu trtinsmitted f or the censideratien cl the
Sylîod.

11ev. S. Houston cordisily seconded thse
motion. 11ev. A. Donald w;ould not com-
mit hîimschf te tha sentciments o? the Ovcr-
turc or of the speecli witih wluiel the mover
8upported il; but ho would offer 11o objec-
tion we ils lieing transutitted for the consi-
deratien of Synod.

Mlr. Robert Wood thought the Pqalms
were very good and wva had botter stick to
the old. lie was againet trans'mitting il.

lUr. John Robinson thonghct no change
should ha made in the Psahmus, and hae
agrccd with Mr. Wood in opposiîîg the
motion.

Bey. James Gray could nlot say with Mr.
Donald that ha wvould offer n i Ijeetion lu
the transmission of the overturo. le thouglît
the suhject should, net ha stirrù,) up, or a
discussion provoked upon il, at the prcsent
lime. There wcre teemany suljects broughs
up upon whieh thera was*a divorsiry of

opinion. Ha did net agre %vith the views
ei presedb hie friend tîmo mover of the
Overture. 1: le trOe, many o? the Pealme

arc diflilut te understand ; but ibis oIbjec.
tien lies againet other passages of scripe'mre;
and, besides, it is net true that ail the
Peahne are obscure and bard to understand.
Mlany o? theta are as -plain as an y iyine8.
lie ibought ive had net Uic same l iberty in
praise tbat we bave in prayer H1e thouglis
in praise we shouhd, as far as possiblr, use
the ver laumzuage Of Scripum e. nie Nvouhd
not ha bound exclusivehy lot ie Psalms- A
meieîeal translation ef othb2r portions ci
Surip ture mights be used. 11e would have
ne objectionotse singing a Isyma when hae
ivas atone or with a friend ; but in public
wvorship xc was a differens thimg. Ha wvouhd
therefore oppose the transmission eftshe
Ovourture.

After a fow remarks in reply, by the
mover, tbe vote was taken when thare Sp.
peared a înajority against the motion. The
motion therefere wa.s lost, sud the Overture
quastied.

The Presbvtcry then adjourned te uxeet
as thse cal[ et thse Mloderator durirzg the
meetings of Synod.

SUMMARY.
The Presbyterian missinn in E gvpt fie

attracting mucis interest in Great Ëritain
110w. A meeting in ite support %vas latehy
held ln Exeter Hall. Lord 'Lawrence,
MaLharajah Duleep Sing, aud other notable
mca were preseat, and took part ln tise
proceedings.

The Canada Syned met as Hamilton
this year.

1869.


