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the new House. He was born in 1879 and
is therefore only 25 years of age. He made
an eloguent and patrictic speech qnite suit-
ed to a federal assembly.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster was aliotted the po-
sition of first Opposition eritic although he
jocularly alluded to himmself as a new
member, baving been ont of the House last
parliament. After an Imperia! unity refer-
ence, coupled with a welcome to the new
Governor-Gieneral, M. Foster acknowledg-
ed that the country was prosperous but
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claimed that the foandations of that pros-
perity were laid by the Conservatives.
For instance, he declared, every line of
transportation now existing in the West, ex
isted whenjtheLiberals éntered office in 1896
and were due to the Conservatives. Mr, Fos-
ter forgot that the first line of all inte
the Canadian Northwest was built vy the
Mackenzie Adwinistration. He attribat
ed the victory of the Government party in
the recent elections to the wrand Trunk
Pacific Railway Co. in retorn for u rich
franchise. Public works, he also said was
the reason for the victory. In a word the

acting Conservative leader told us jphat
Canadians could be induced by bribery to
sapport the worst party. He went on to
Accuse the Quebec Liberals ¢f raising ra-
cial and religious cries in order to ,carry
county elections. After nosing what was
not in the Speech he coneluded sn hour's
address by asking that guns should be
mounted a¢ our ports and preparations
made to meet an enemy.

Tuoe Prime Minister, in replying to Mr.
Foster, treated that gentleman with some
scorn by not choosing to notice many of
the voints in the speech of the member for
North Toronto. 'They had, he decl
heard that same speech many times in the
parliament which lasted from 1896 to 1900.
He had hoped that during Mr. Foster's
four years interregnum the hon. gentleman
would have learned something, but he re-
gretted that Mr. Foster was a Bourbon
who learned nothing and fo got nothing:
He was evidently smarting under defeat.
It was, he continued, too late in the day
to accuse the Liberal party in the Pruvince
of Quebec of making appeals to race and
creed. Mr. Foster had read an extract from
a copy of a sma | paper calledLe Courier de*
Montmagny, and _charged that Mr. Cas-

grain had been defeated in Montmorency,
and Mr Lavergne elected in Montmagny by

racial and religions appeals, on the
strength of the appeal in this une paper.
Sir Wilfrid had two replies to this: first,
that one swallow does not make a summer,
and, second, thut the paper quoted was
puablished in neither Montmagny nor
hiontmorency, but in Beauee. Farther,
that the paper was one opposing him per-
sonally.

In reply to the criticism that there
was nothing in the Speechfrom the Throne,
the premier waid that conciseness was a
werit and not a drawback, and that in for-
mer days theZeffort wasto conceal a pancity
of policy under a verbosity of words. He
announced that the ovly measure the gov
ernment proposed for this session was one
granting aatonomy to the Northwest Ter-
ritories by erecting.them into two pro-
vinces, a measure so important that it
would take up most Jof their time. He
concluded with a enlogy of Earl Grey, the
new Governor General.




