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ever object to a bit of poacliing; and as
to inforniing about it, wliere c.a yen find
anybody su beggarly mean as to iinform, of
a fellow for a bit of sport ?"

"I lere," isaid a voice, and a mîan sprang
upon the wvall close beside the Purdees
The sudden appearance of the last corner
startled ail the young mien, for not a sound
liad been heard utntil bis sudden answer
aud inovement revealed to thcm \\ yatt,
the rnost notable game-keeper in the couîv-
try

This man ras hated and fcared hy ail
the poaclîing fr;îternity ; and hie knew it,
and seeined to glory in tho fact. Person-
aiiy lie secened to be destitute of a percep-
tion of danger, ýalthougli times and again
lie lIad rccived t.Ireateingi lotters, and
many a scowl and growling mienaice,
which. plainly and uninistakably told him,
that his life was in dange-,r. Yet in tha
darkest night and the Ioneliest places lie
nover hiesitated Many were the conflietsý
i- ivlicli he -ha been personally engaged
but strange tu say beyond a few trifling
scratches and biuises, lie had escaped un-1
hurt. Seme of the more euperstitious.
believed that lie was aided by supernatural
powers, and strange rumours were current
'which the simple-minded, credulous class
swallowed ivith ail accompanyinzr exagg-,
ations of strange sights, and sounds and
the niost inarvellous performances, ln which
ho had been the princiral actcir. No won-
der that the soundless. sudden appearance
of suchi a îîîan, at sncb P, time, startled
and disconcerted even the two Purdees.
Surieying- the two Crookas with a n]eaniang
malicious grin, hie said-"l Why Daiw, you
are quite philosophie on the subjeet nf
poaching ; it will ho quite a treat for t] ej
Squire to-nuorrow, to heur your liberal ai, dl
enlighIte.c views If you persevere lui
your studies yor. will hecome quite. cele-ý
brated ; perhaps bo made president of the
IGamre,ýte;iler'srAssoci;ition ;" you sec I

eali things by the riglit nnmme 1 heard
Bometime ago thatqy9u were fiikinrr Iessciis
in thre art, but I did net know where yon
practiced Very good idea ceingr here tD
Purdee's place. 1 did net tbink of wateh-
in- hiere.",

IlOh 1" said Ben, 1 the Pr-dees told
You" Just what I thou£rht, ' sâid -Dan,
"11 thougbt they had put him up Vo it as

soon as lie muade his appearat ce. But
neyer iiiid, it ivill hc our turn sonie day.">

"'No, rie." said Wyatt, "the Purdees
have nevcr spoken te ne about you or
your pahn.

,-No, nor any one cIsc," s:îid David.
"We have seen tracks of poachling. now and

thoen, but we hever spoke abaut it to any-

SO" said Wyatt, IlI want nobody Vo
tell rec I geV ail my information another
wiay. 1

TVien turning Vo the Purdees hle said,
"I amn sorry, lads, te hiave to astz you as

ivitneqsse.s."
tgCoula you noV manage without lis"'?

eniquired Saînuél.
c-J ca n if tIre Orooks wvill corne forward

in a manly waýy, but if not why 1 nst
1 makze thein. Now Crooks if you will corne
down in the morning by ton o'clock. l go
%vith you Vo the Squire; and we'l try to
ýettle this business as easily as possible.
Il Nfid ne dodging,." Without waiting
for their answver. hoe leapt froln the wvall
and strode rapidly awrry. Early next
Tnorning the eider Oroolis iras np ut Pur-
dees whlen hoe found father and sons in
their workshop. At the first- lie spolie ini
soniething like bis ordinary way, but his
fefttures iere evidentiy worlking ettIî sup-
pressed passion Fle made enqu iries re-
specting the niglit hefore, whliell irere
nnswered iu a straigbtferward mnner.
Hie next susrgested a nmethod by whicli the
gamnekeoper mighit ho outwitted; but Vo
this suggestion there iras uo respense for
some time.

Thon ho pressed tiiern on the score of
neig:hbourship-thien upbraided theru wit.hl
want eof sincerity. and finally lozing tom-
per, became quite violent ini bis language.
At length àMr. Purdeo laid down lis work
and said.

-"Neiglibour Oroeks, I neyer quarrel
irith anybody. and you know it, ireil
ennulih; but I wii not permit either yeu,
or any other per-on te abuse my boys;
and 1 tell yen pla inly, that y ou nmust cither
speali in a becoming mariner, or louve the
slp " Samuel and David, Purdee irere
astonished at their fzithier's sterîîness of
manner, 'but their astonishîment did rot,
equal that of Crooks; lie was sp&,ectle$s;
apparently at a loss to frame an auswe.,
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