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prepared to advocate anything else to
those using suich with success, as thsey
'night and can do worse, althouglh I wouild
like thiem to do better.

G radually, however, the, new cotton
ilt and device referred to has been

discarded, at least by ai great imany
experienced apiarists, the old propolized
ones being used froin year to year, while

nany now use no quiilt at all, but instead
a # inch thiek -ine board; and yet ai few
are using the ordinary flat cover,
wvhich remains on the hive summer and
winter, above which is paxed about ai
foot of dry forest leaves, well pressed
down, the sides and ends being packed
with the sane material. 3 or 4 inches
thick.

If little or no uapward ventilation, so
called, is given, ai generous bottoi
entrance shoiuld be allowed, and vice versa.
I know there are those who dispute this,
but until I eau disprove sucl, l'il stick to
what has proved a success with me. Keep
the hive warni, especially on top, and
very little moisture will condense, if
provision is made for its exit elsewiere.

Do not, however, paek with any
naterial that lias ai tendency to conduxct

the heat froni the bees iii cold weather.
No member of this convention advocated
the use of new or elean quiltG, and an
examination in so ne of the colonies in
Mr. Newton's apiary, having propolized
quilts several years old, and i inch boards
revealed the fact that all were wintering
in good shape with an entrance ïx4 inches.
Sone colonies prepared with a nuch
smaller entrance i the fall, for experi-
ment. iad to be enlarged whenx freezing
cold weather set in, but 2 or 2 colonies
still have the contracted entrance, but are
being carefully watched in case they
require attention la ler oi.

LARGE SUMMER ENTRANCES FOR HivES.

During the past summxiîer I used large
entrances to all ny hives. both at the
home and out apiarles, and I liked then so
well, that I ami going to again use them
next season. Fornerly, I used the ordin-
ary 4 high by 1+ inch long entrance, prior
to the swariaing season, after which I
gave alarger opening by sinply raising
the hive from its bottom board, about one
inch; and inserting a block of wood to
keep the hive in position. This method
lef t an onen front and sides also, and the
only reazon why it was not used before
the swarms began to issue was because
my queens are all clipped, and I wanted to
know about wiere to locate her, if I did
mot bappen to be ou band when the swarm

camnie out. By usinig the tapered wed.es
recommiiieinlel for taking comib honey. ba
Mr. Pettit, I was able to give ail
enatrance, withlout any opening at the
sides, and still have the q icen comc ' oit
at the proper place. I observe that 1r.
Miller and somte otlhers have bee uiag
sone such contrivance for winterîian.g
purposes, and the Roots are even anow
advocating such ai deep opening all tie
year around, by siiply nailing oi ani
additional i inch strip to the bottomn boail
now in aise. That would mliaike a. i inceh
space under the franes, the fuill size of
the hive.

I imust confess that I like lots of liwer
ventilation in wari weather, but. i atin
not so sure that I would not prefer t a he
able to diinaiaislh it, without having.r to
invert the bottoi board, the other side of
whicli contains R inch strips. as maide anffd
used by the Doctor, MNlr. Dangenaker and
others. Tliere is only one obiectioni to
the wedge-like strips of Mr. Pettit, aid
that is they arc Iose, naking yet aniotier
piece of extra furniture to be hanîdlel ii
the aipiary. 'l'he I)4ladats overcaomîe thîis
difficulty by laving the hive body teles-
cope the bottomx board, so that wheni more,
air is required, the hive is sinply ra sed
uap the thickness of the bottomx, andîl agaiiu
lowered wlien necessary, w itiout
renoving the hive froin its stand at al.
'T'le objection to this arrangeient is tha;t
hive bodies or brood chamuîbers eai tauh
be used as suci ; and n)ot for supers. avii
to the extra roon malde vacant by tie
removal of the botton boardi, thuisa
destroying the proper bee space bet ween
the upper and lower stories. Now I waiat
my hives all alike iii depth, in otheir wor-ds
I prefer the entrance in the bottom boarl.
as I now have it, so that if sonae
inventive genius can give ne wiat I waiit
without having to lift the hive fiaaii its
b itton in order to les-ei the spaee
under the framxes, I will not feel d ispleasel
at having written so long on wlat aii.y
seem to some a trivial poinat of piailtiiie.
I may add that I ai not witihoit hope
that ny own efforts may assist ie ait of
the difficulty.

In regard to having more thaa i orit
space iiunder the comtibs all the year
arounld, I miiglt state that wheni isiiga
2 inch rini under ny hives for wviitering,
that ou oe occasion, drone comtib was
built in this vacant spaîce in neai ]. evr
hive in the apiary. before ia y weie
unpacked iii spring. My presexnt (ivietiol,
is that as ai rule toi little
and not too mtch air axid siaîle
has in the past been given coloiii ,duxriing


