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t) gave up, as I had the bee fever. I sent to bees as would follow her. By ail means
R. E. Smith, Tilbury Centre, and prooured . let us hear from you from time to time.
hive ot Italians for which I paid 8à.00, and two __ 8088

extra queens and bees to forn nuclei. So far so
good. In the fall of 1888 I increased to six

colonies all in good condition as to supplies, but

one spent its force in raising drones, so in the

spiing of '89 I had five colonies only one of

w %hih was in first class coýiditiôn.

Durmng the summer of L88 9 I have increased

to hfteeu and have taken 140 lbs of section

honey. Have not taken any honey fron body
of haves and all seemed to have plenty of honey
(except one late second twarm) and good laying
queens. Soume of my colonies would not work

in tile surplus boxes but huig outsidt of the

hie, idling away their time, while others w ere

wurkang away with a will.

I muist tell you about the pranks of the beau'i-

ful virgn queen you sent me. I divided a first-

clas: colony of eight racks, g iving four racks

and old bees from field to virgma queen, leaving
her on the old stand, reniovmng old queen and

young bees to new stand. Thas was un àrd of

August and on 5th I liberated virgin lueen , on
the luth she swarmed, taking about half of

the bees with her. I opened the hive and ex-

amned it. I found six perfect1y formed queen
cells ail capped over, I removed them, hived

ber ladyship in the hive from whioh she de-

canped and ail worked well.

My hives are ail ona summer stands facing a

little eastof north. I behevp in housing rny
bees providing a suitable place can be given
th'em, but if not I prefer leaving them out of

doors. Ian in hope of giving a good report in

the spring of 1890.
A. MICxLE.

Amherstburg.
' Yoor report is a very good one and
you deserve nuch credit for your perse-
verence it is only those that persevere
that 7ucceed. If you had given
up at your first loss you would
have been without bees and
consid4red yourself a failure whereas
you have succeeded so well that you
are on the road to success along with
the rest of your class. Ycu made one
little mistake in liberating your queen.
You slould have looked for quecu cells,
as keeþing het caged so long gives the
bees time to build cells. If you had
destroyed the cells before you liberated
the queen she would not have swarmed
out, but the bees refusing to allow the
-cells to be destroyed of course she
would then swarm dut and take such

DOGLITTLE's viE%% ON AN IMPORIANT MArTER.

ROM what I have seen in nearly ,every
F apiary which I have visitedin the past, I

am of the opinion that bee-keepers lose
very much of the profits vhich they might

otherwise secure, by having too mnuch drone
comb in their hives. Each colony should be ai.
lowed one or two inches of drone -omb, but no
more unless such colony is one which we wish to
rear drones from fo- the * improvement of our
stock, and in this case I generally give from one
to ti.ree frames of such combs. Where three
dronc combs are used in each hive, it Is a rare'
think, that I secure any surplus honey from
this colo\,y, for the drones will secure nearly if
not quite ail the surplus honey gathered by that
colony, especially if I try to have the colony
keep these drones throughout ihe season. To

sure the colony will generally gale s#ne sur-
plus right in the beight of the season . but this
must be gi% en back for the drones, if tbey are
kept after the honey bars est. I have given, this
item so that the reade'rs may know just vhat a
lot of drones in each hive will cost them. 'But'
says one, if this is the case, why allow any
drone comb in any but the colony which is to
rear drones ?" The reason for allowing one or
two inches of drone c*b to each colony is that
ail colonies which I have ever seen, will have
some drone comb anyway, even if they have to
tear down the worker-cells to get il, building
drone comb in its stead. Nov, where we try
to exclude every cell of drone comb, the bees
revoit, and build drone comb in out-of-the-way
places, a few cells bers and a few cells there, so
that the bee-keeper bas no chance of keeping
unwelcome ·drones fçom flying. by way of
decapitating-them just.before they hatch, unless
he uses a drone trap, which thing is an incon-
venience to the bees and their owner, generally
speaking. By ha, ing this one or two inches of
drone comb ail together in a single comb, and
that comb placed in a certain position' in every
hive, it is a very easy thing to open the hives
every 23 days and decapitate ail the drQnes in
the whole apiary. By placing this comb on
the outside, or next to the side .of the hive
furthestfrom where the brood-nest isin the spring
the queen will not lay in it.until tne bees become
strong enough to compel ber (so to speak) to
lay in drone-cells. In this way drones are not
produced .in hives thus fixed tilI late in the
season ; and if left in this position, none


