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point hini ; and by ail tntns let hlim h a local
miai if it is possible to get one. Wile there are
objections to lo al men, I consider there are more
to for, igners. Ii th.• first p ace, the local man is
v ry st (dow1 appoint-ed 111 -s li is vell knowna to
be postt d on ti variet i s Ie is goinig to jidg ; bis
integrity is aiso unquestioned, because w re he
dishotonble il wouîld bie well known to his neigh-
bors, and th y wou'd not trust him ; wiile he may
hnve pr jitlices, and wish to f.vor his friends, lie
cannot do it witlout aill vomnpetitorsseeinig it isnot
fron igniorani e lie mak ii % rong awarf .

Now for the foreign judge. He comnes amongst
us as a strang -r, luit bear iii inind he is not a
stranger long ; lie soon gets acquainted, lie com-
mences to sell some of his stock to his new made
friends, and if not at his first, certainly at his
recond show, he would have a little "axe to grind."
.Again, it is impossibl- to know nas mueh of a stan-
ger, either as to his ability or int-gritv, as you do
of the local nian, and taking it all and all, I am
satisfied we rtun three timues more risk from a judge
appointed from afar off than fron a local man

A good judge requires to be a mai of rar -qijali-
ties. There are not mainyi men, even good finciers
and breeders, who are really good juidges. A min
requires to be a thorongbly good judge of wlat ho
is to ) ass judgement on, free from prejudice, and
not afraid to give his awards regardless of the opi-
nions of freinds or foes. Now such men are not
plentiftul, but they do exist, and are just as easily
found amongst local men ac from those being afar
off; and wvhen they enr 1,e fiund at home, 1w all
menus get one, and fasten on to himi, and my iword
for it, in the end it will bo found more satisfnctory
than bringing men to judge froin al] overc-reation.

I now have a word to say to exhiibitors. Foi

gracions sake try and lcarn that it is quîite possible.
nay, very probable, that your n'ighbor's stock is
as good as yours: and if you can't learn this, do
not make it your persistent business to -worry
the life out of everylody you cnn button-hole,
-judges included-extolling the merits of vour de-
feated birds, and berating the betteî qualities of
the prize-winners.

I have on several occasions acted as juîdge. at
shows, and of one thing I am certain, 1 shall never
do it again. It is without exception the most un-
enviable position a man can be placed in. What
with reasonable complaits and unreasonable
grumbling, a judgc sometimes miglit as well be in
purgatory. I rmenbcr one time a disappointed
exhibitor giving me a terrible overhauling because
I did not give his animal first prize in a lai ge class,
and the fun of it was it lad no business in the class
at all but belonged to another.

Ex JUDGE.

Matcing Plynouth Rocks in Show-Pen.

Tiere seens to lie a very great diversity of
opinion existing in the minds of fancie.s on the
above question, lo)w to match for tie slhow.pen?
n1r (b) I tliink the minis of most of our judiges
are very clear or fixed upon the subject.
' This is a inatter of very great importance to

those who are breeders of this variety, for as it
stands now it is open to much criticism and ad-
verse judgement by judges at our shows. Judgo
A. decides in favor of tire pen evenly matclied it
color, thoughi the cock be that dark that lhis own-
er would not use him for any other purpose, and
likew'vse may be a point or so behind an adjoin
ing pen that is matched with a much lighter
cock, but the dark pen carries off the red ticket,
simply because it is better mat(hed in color.
Well the owner of the daîrk pen is well pleased
and quite agrees witi the decision of judge A..
and concludes to try again at the next coming
show. But lere the judging fails into 'other
hands, and judge B. secs fit to reverse the deci-
sion of judge A., and the red ticket falls to the
lot of the pen vitih the lighft colored cock this
time. Who is righr, judge A. or B.? thiat is the
question we want deeided and permanently set-
led.

Why do we demand of Plymouth Rocks more
thian we ask from other varieties? Take for in-
stance. Duckwing Game or Dark Brahmats, &c.,
tile pli.mbnrge of cock and lien being quite differ-
ent, and yet liere is no such dema. made on
fle, and tlhey are termed matchied. and quite
correctily too But the difference is just liere,
while tiey are matehmed for the s-how pen they
in also be "mated' for breeding purposes,
while the dark colored Plymouth Rocks are
totally untit for anv steli purpose, only leadiir
Io disappointnent and vexation to any one not
knowing wlo inigli be led to purchase the first
prize pen at a gool price, onky to end with the
above result.

While on the subject of Plyuouith Rocks I
would express a hope that the judes of this va-
riety vill nuo sacrifice other points to size and
weight, as many of them tdid in tlic Asiatic
classes in days gone by Already we find that
there are sone breeders seeking to increase the
size of their birds by crossing with soie of the
larger sorts. at least if ve may judge by the
many complaints to he found in poultry jour
unis of those who have puirihsed eggs from
finst class breeders (as thîey say) to find the chicks
produced froni thein witl feathered legs, evi
dently showing a cross somewhre. I think this
course vit.h the Plymouth Rock is not desitrable,
and ouglt not to be encouraged by tlie juîdges ut
our shows for the sake of size.
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