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HOUSEHOLD,

The Window Garden.

As a rule house plants should be summer
grown in pots. Occasionally, however, about
frost time, some fine specimen appeals to “he
plant lover for protection, promising a large
winter rental in bloom and beauty. Yet un-
aer usual conditions the plant is rarely able
ty redeem its pledges.

Very important to successful Iifting of large
plants from the ground, is the time of dey.
Experience shows that the evening, after four
o'clock, is propitious. Perhaps the plant is
taking its beauty sleep, and naps so soundly
&3/ to offer no resistance to removal. Certain
it is that even large heliotropes, especimliy
sensitive to disturbance  of the roots, have
been transferred from  the ground to pots
without loss of foliage, or a halt in growth
and vigor.

Prune the plant from old or multiple
growth, long branches, etc, pinch or trim
the good wood into shapeliness. Soak the
pot, unless already wet. ‘I'he best soil is n
compost of manure, autumn leaves and other
veégetable matter, rediiced by time and de-
cay to a fine, homogeneous mass. To this add
a fifth part of good garden earth. Always sift
potting soil.

If this compost is not available, mix two
pérts of well rotted, old manure, and one part
good garden earth. 1f thhe earth.is clayey or
heavy, ‘substitute sand or coal ashes for one.
hali of it. Cover the bottom of the pot with
potsherd or cinder, and one inch of soil.

On 'lifting the plant, gently shake the eartk
from the roots, which should fill the pot with-
out uncomfortable crowding to within two
inches of the top. It is better that the roots
be even a little crowded than to have too
much pot room.

' Gently press the soil about the roots, leav.
ing mo interstices. Fill to within an inch of
the top of the pot. Plunge the pot to almost
its depth into a vessel of tepid water. When
thoroughly eaturated, fill up with dry sou.
Shade for some. days.

Before lifting'large geraniums for the house,-

prune the roots by cutting down all round the
stalk three inches from  it, the depth of a
trowel. Prune the top severely.—New York
‘Observer.’ s

Some Pretty House Plants.

. Most housewives are fond of a bit of green
fcliage about the home to add to its general
‘cbeeriness, and particularly is it the case
‘with those who live in flateé—a mode of city
Jife' becoming more and more popular every-
‘where—and who have no yard to raise flowers
in. The plants mentioned below are such as
I have had experience with myself and are
‘extremely nice for sunny windows; there is
no- expense attached to procuring them, and
they can be grown with but very little troz-
Lle if one is welling to expend a few minutes’
cire on them daily, says Miss Coleman in
‘What to Eat’ It is a very simple matter to
drop several lemon seeds in a pot or box of
rich eandy soil, keeping it in a warm place
“and watering it occasionally, yet in a short
time these seeds will sprout, and grow rapidly
/into as beautiful a plant as one could aesire
- for the embellishment of a room. The leaves
| are exquisitely clean and glossy, and in a cou-
ple of years the miniature lemon tree will
have developed into quite a pretentious bush,
hardy and strong, that may then be trans-
ferred to a larger pot or tub, like those used
for palms and rubber plants. Orange seeds
grow likewise if subjected to a similar treat-
* ment as the lemon, and strange as it may
seem, these diminutive sub-tropical shrubs
will in time bear natural fruit. Date geeds,
too, grow in this manner, rewarding the plant-
er, after no very extended period of waiting,
with a genuine date palm that the florists
would charge a pretty sum for if one went to
purchase it. Either of these plants requires
no special treatment inits care, simply water-

ing it when the earth seems to need it, which

would be once a day, perhaps, in summer, anl

as often in winter, if the place where it is
kept was very much heated. Keeping the dust
off plants is another important item, this be.
ing done by brushing the foliage with a damp-
ened sponge, or spraying them with water;
of the two ways, the former is preferable, es.
pecially when they are in the house. ‘I'he
green top of a pineapple planted in a pot of
goil, the same as that used in the foregoing,
will amaze one by its celerity in taking root
and its fast growth afterwards.

A Good Cleansing Cream.

Cleansing cream made after the following
recipe is highly recommended for general use
in the household. It will remove greases pots
itom coats, ¢arpets or any wooden texture,
paint from furniture, and ink from paint. This
cream will keep an indefinite period: Cut four
ounces of white castile soap very fine and put
it over the fire in a quart of hot water to dis-
sclve; as soon as it is thoroughly melted add
four quarts of hot water, and when nearly
cold stir in four ounces of ammonia, two
ounces of alcohol, two ounces of glycerine and
two ounces of ether. /

Selected Recipes.

HOMINY CROQUETTES.—To a cupful of
cold boiled hominy add a teaspoonful of
neelted butter, stir well, then add gradually
a cup of milk, stirring and mashing the hom-
iny until it becomes a &oft, smooth paste.
Thken add a teaspoonful of white sugar and
4 well beaten egg. Roll into oval balls, with
floured hands, roll in beaten eggs, then “n
bread crumbs, and fry in lard or drippings.

DELICIOUS LUNCHEON SANDWICHES.—
Mix up fine any cold boiled or roasted chick:
e1; alsu minee up fine some well-roasted pea-
nuts or almonds. Trim the crusts from tiMn
slices of bread and cut in any desired shape.
Butter and then put a layer of chicken; spread
a little mayonnaise dressing over it, then a
layer of minced nuts, These are delicious, and
make a fine dish fof luncheon or tea.

DELICATE CAKE AND CARAMEL FILL-
ING.—One cup of butter, two cups of sugar,
three cups of flour, half a cup of cream, whites
of eight eggs, one teaspoon of flavoring and
cne of baking powder. Cream the butter and
sugar thoroughly ‘together. 'then add the
cream, eggs and four. Add the baking pow-
der last. The filling. Three cups of soft yel-
low sugar, half a cup of butter and one  of
milk, one teaspoonful of vanilla. When cold
beat until it is light, then spread between the
layers—‘Tllustrated Kentuckian.’

LEMON CUSTARD.— Take three lemons,
two. cupsful of fine white sugar, three eggs,
one teablespoonful of corn starch, and one cup.
fnly of rich. sweet milk, Separate the whites
and yolks, and beat the latter with the sugar
until very light, grate in all the colored part
of the lemon and squeeze in the juice; stir
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You cannot é)ossibly have
a better Cocoa than

EPPS’

A delicions drink and a sustaining
food. Fragrant, nutritions and
economical. This excellent Cocoa
maintains the system in robust
health, and enables it to resist
winter’s extreme cold.

COCO

Sold by Grocers and Storekee er
in }-1b. and }-1b Tins. e

the starch into the milk, then all together,
let it cook slowly wunmtil it thickens,
and pour on a nice flaky crust. When nearly
acne, make a meringue of the remaining
whites, and let it brown slightly. When pro-
perly made, this dessert is said to be both or
ramental and delicious., :

SCRAMBLED EGGS.—Melt a little butter in
& frying pan and break the eggs into the
pan; as soon as the whites are on the point
of setting, stir them together with a wooden
gpoon. When done, they will look streaky.
Do not let them burn, gentle heat is needed.
They should be served at once,

FREE,

If you send 40 cents for one years subserip.
tion to the “Messenger,” new or old, and
cut this advertisement out and pin it to your
letter, or refer clearly to this offer, we wall
send FREE, a copy of the fine Christmas mum_
ber of the “Canadian Pictorial” 'To eclaim
this, subscriptions should be in by December
1, as there will be an enormous call for tas
Christmas issue,

: BABY'S OWN 2

812 WOMAN’S FALL SUITS, $6 50

Tailored to order. Also Suits to s, Send to-
day for free Cloth Sampl es and Style Book.
SOUTHCOTT SUIT Co. London, Ont,
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OFF:iR.
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require ;
e r———
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