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ciation, and miany are helped to a
better life.

The Central Prison, take it ail in
al], is a model institution, andi re-
fiects the greatest credit upon.1amies
Massie, the efficient Warden.

THE' REFORNMATORY FOR WOMEN,

also calied the -Mercer " Reforni-
atory, is situated about hiait a mile
west of the Centrai Prison, between
King street and the Industriai Fair
grounds. Woinen are sent to this
reformnatory for periods varying froîn
three înonthis to aîîy i>eriod less than
two years. The average nuînber imi-
prisoned here is less than 100. The
principal industry at the "Mercer "
is laundry work. There is a Sunday-
school Sunday morning at 9 o'clock,
and a preaching service Sunday af-
ternoon at 4 o'clock, as well as on
every Thursday evnn.There is a
Bible-womian in connection with the
Prisoners' Aid Association, who v isits
the wornen at the Reformnatory stat-
edly, and who receives inito the
"Shelter " any of those dischargred

froîn the Reforînatory wbo inay be
(lisposed to av ail theiseives of its
li spi tai ity.

The Prison Reforîn Coinînîissioners
recoinend the reinovai of the young
gir-ls froîi the adjoiîîing Refuge, an(l
utilizimg the space gaiile( to effect, a
better systeni (f classification thani
seenis Io)w practicable.

The lady - sul)erintendent c>on-
plains that in mnost cases the woinen
-are sent t(> the Reformatory for too
short a term to be of miuch benefit,
and in mnany cases a seco>nd sentence
is shorter than the irst, instead of
beîrîg longer, as ià slîould be.

We might mention iii this coîînec-
tion that it bas been suggested that
when the girls iii the Refugre are
reinoved, possibly an arrangement
igçht be made with the Dominion

G overniment whereby women sen-
tence(l for lo>nger periods thanl two
years mnight be sent to the Ontario
Reforinatory instead of to the Penli-
tentiary at Kingston, as at present.

THE REFUCE FOR C-,IRLS1

is ýunfortunately) situated on the
saine grounds as, and the building is

connected with, that of the Reform-
atory for woimen. The average nuin-
ber of girls iii the Refuge is about
fifty. The ages range fromn five up.
to sixteen. The girls spend about
four hours daily at their lessons, and
about four hours at m-ork. The sen-
tences vary fromn six montlhs to six
years. It is clainied that a large
1 iercentage of these girls do well after
leaving( the Refug(e. In cases, bow-
ever, where they returnl to idie or
(lissolute relations, the girls do badly.
The great drawback to the successful
working of this institution is the
close proxinlity to the WVoniei's Re-
forniatory. The Commissioners re-
conîmeid that the Ref uge be entirely
separated froni the Reformiatory,
and be established on farmi land
away froni city influences, and that
the girls be taught farin and dairy-
work,, anîd all kinds of housework as
w cIl.

THtE REFORNIATO<Y FOR BOYS

is situated( at Penetanguishene. The
b)uilding is an old barracks huilt
about the beginniing of the century,
l)ut unused for many years. The
location is bad, and the building is
not at ahl adal>ted to the wants of
suceli ail institution. The Prison
Reforuît C> unîniissioners recommnend
that a Reforinatory for boys be es-
tablished on good fiarin land, not to>
far froin the centres of population
that the lboys be taught farming
(whichi is now impossible>, and that
the Cottagye systeni be introduced,
bot], with a viewv to classification
and also for the purpose of bringing
to bear the reforming influence of
hionie life uipon these wayward boys.

Thiere is an average of over 200
boys In this Reforinatory. The evi-
dence taken by the Commissioners,
with regard to the working of this,
institution certainly does not show
the Reformnatory in a good lighit.
Thiere are no statistics regarding the
wvork accomplished by the Reforîn-
atory, as, sad to say, no trace is kept
of those discharged from the instit.v
tion, and nothing is done to vive
them a helping, hand on leaving it-
This is a fearful wrong, and one that
should be righted forthwith.
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