
2Tite Meéthodlist Mag(aziive.

wvhat 'vas ", a land tlowiing, %itli milk and lioncy: lie diligcnitly
1)eIievCs ail that the mieii(lacious guides are. pleased to tell huaii.
anid, witli his cves full of tlic gjaniour of ol(Ien days, overIooks
the î'eal condition of the Lanîd - -its )oiless riatural fèrtility.
,the excellenc- -of Caî'niel au( Sha,-ron," and dhe imaIl-cOloure(I

viewvs of lItinian life and ('ilterpriseý existing on that sacred soil
to-dav.

Ouir aîuthor lias lîad the advantage of livingr anmon' the people
froni day to day, apparently on the best ternis; -and of leisurelv
W.ndeingç froin. bis permani,-iient lionie at ilaifi, or sunnuiier-hiouse
on the top of Carmnel, throughi ail the region. round about; scig
iihbis owni eyes aind gatlicriîig inforimation of tlic past or

present froin the carveîî stones of ancient ruins, or frorn personal
and friendlv contaet, Nvitli powerful shieiks and dowîî-troddeîi

Under tuie initieuce of several large lajidoîvuers, or by- the
exertions of certaîin colonies o>f Jeivb ani foreigniers, the c'iltivm-
tion of the ýarable lands is e-xteniiîîg(, fron imany centres. Nearly
the wlîole plain of E"sdraelon, l'or instance, is now divided betweeiî
the Sultan, wvho lias rccently secured a guod sueof its casterli
portion, ami a wvealtliv tirin of Syrian bakrwlio have, littie
bv littie, purchascd almost ail the villages and lands extending
frorn the 'Nazareth his to, the sea; drawving an incorne tiierefroiln
of two hundred tlîousand dollars aý,-year, but, alais! exercising a
(lespotie power over the five thousand fellahin, out of whliose toi!
they wring thecir iînnîense prolits. In Haifa and its neighbour-
hood the value of the land bias increased thireefold within the last
live years; and the population lias doubled, with a, correspondin:r
growvth of imîport and export trade. The restlcss and preda.torv
Bedouiins ýare bcing steadily publied east of the -Jordan; the few-%
stili remiainiiîg on the southierii margin. of tlîe plain are aIl re-
duced to subjectioti by- inexorable landiords, wvho charge exorbi-
tant rents foi' the grouind upoîî wvlich thecir black tents are pitched,
and force thiemi to pay in liard cash or go thence. G.reater, indee<l
alînost absolute, security lias conscquently corne to the viliagers;
and to-day the ic i)a of Esdraelon is ,"like a green lake of waving
whcaù, witli its village-cî'owned mounds rising froni it like is-
lands; and it presents onîe of tlie miost striking pictures of luxuri-
ant fertilitv wvhichi it is possible to conceive."

Arnong the foreign eleinents which affect the welfare of the
country is a religions body calledl The Temple Society, wvhiclh
lias a thousand of its mnembers establishied as colonists at Haifa


