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P. Graud Lodge, held on the 23rd of Qctober, was
dectared illegal, and all Masonic intercourse was
by an unaninmous vote strictly forbidden. ‘Thus
matters resuamed until the nteeting of the P. Grand
Loudge on the 21st instant, when further informa-
tion was reeccived from Br. Townend, to the ef-
fect 1hat he had succeeded in bringing up the sub-
Ject of oir compluints before the Grand Lodee ot
Enctand, and that the Craft thraughout England
wete (arly aroused to our position, and fully alive
to lhe'juslness of our demands, as will be seen by
the following aotice of motion to be made at the
next Quarlerly Meeling of the Gramt Lodge of
}England, to be holden on the first Wednesday n
une :—

“That, in the opinson of this Grand Lodge, 1t 1s
expedient that the Prov. G. L. of Canada West
should enjuy all the immurities and privileges ot
an Independent Grand Lodge, save and except, that
it shall once in every three years submit the names
of two or more Brethren to the M. W, the G. M.
of England, who shall appoint one of them to be
Prov. G. M.; andthe Prov. G. M. so appomted
shall exercise the same powers within lus Pro-
vince, as are exercised by the M. W, the G. M. n
England,  Thatit s forther expedient that the
sume privileges he accorded to other Foreign Prov.
Grand Lodyes on therr Petation; and the M. W.
the G. M. is hereby respectfully requested te car-
ry this resolution into effect at as early a period
as possible :” and also, * ‘U'hat the thanks c¢f this
G. L. are duc, and are hereby given, to those Ca-
nadian Lodzes whioh have tnaintained their alie-
giance to the M. W. the G. M. and the G, L. of
England.”

' From the above slatement it will be evident
that the disaffected portion of the Masonic Frater-
nity in this Province 1s comparatively small, al-
though neaily the entire Cratt agree m the belief
that an wdependent oigawzation 18 essential to the
proper and effectual worhng ofthe Craft mn this
Province ; yet this Graed Lodge 1s fully determin-
ed to obtawn this position 1n a legiumate manner,
and not by violence,as 12 the case the Canada
Grand Lodge, whose existence as a Masonic Body
this Grand Lodge enurely repudiates,

“ ToroNTO, May 8, 1856.
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F—Exlract from Published Minutes of Quarterly
Communicalion of Grand Lodge of England, 4tk
June, 1856,

«The M. W. Grand Master said he had a com-
unication to make to the Grand Lodge which he
feared would occupy zome time; but he trusted
they would lend him their attention, and he wonld
be as brief as possible.  Among other business tor
the evening he saw a Notice of Motion by Brother
Portal for granting privileges to the Grand Lodge
of Canada West; as 4e imagined that Motion
must be founded upon a Petition which had been
yresenied to the Grand Master from Canada West,
ulthough he was not aware of the nature of the
Motion about to be bronght forward, he thought it
probable it might be intended to grant a great part
of the prayer of that Petition. [t pethaps might
not be right to anticipate what the Motion was,
but he could conceive it to be a Motion which he
should be compelled fo refuse pulling from the
Chair.  For this reason he wished to explain to
the Grand Lodge the nature of the Petition which
had reached him, the view he had takenof that
Petition, and the course he meant to pursue rela-
tive to it. A Petition had been sent to the Grand
Master, and)which ke now held in his hand, and
he wouid beg them to observe that that Petition
was addressed, not {o the Grand Lodge, but lo the
Grand Master; he, therefore concerved it to be a
Petition witn which the Grand Lodge had nothing
todo, nor did he think it necessary 1o read the
prayer; he should however, read a part of it, and
a part of it only, in order to explain the view he
took of the subject. It was this:—* Your Peti.
tioners submut that the Constitutions of the United
Grand Lodge of England, so far as they relate to
the District Grand Lodges in Colonies, should be
altered so as {0 allow the Lodges in Canada West,
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in Provincial Grand Lodge assembled, annually to
elect their Provincial Grand Master to control the
waorking and operations of the Craft, and through
their Provincial Grand Master to grant not cnly
Warrants to Private Lodges, but »f necessary, to
form County or Provincinl Grand Lodges in’ this
Province § the United Grand Lodge of England
still retaining and exercising a superior and gov-
enng power and junisdiction over the Craft 1n
this Province.>  What that governing power and
jurisdiction wou'd be,hould the former part of the
prayer of the Petition be granted, he was al a loss
to imoagine. This Pelition teas sent by the Deputy
Provincial Grand Masler, not by the Provincial
GrandMasler of Canada—prellz plain evidence that
the Provincial Grand Master wholly disa{;proved of
it. He conceived that the Deputy Provincial
Grand Master, had no right to petition the Gran
Master, or to call the Lodge he held fui
such a purpose a Provincial Grand Lodge; the
proper source was the Provincial Grand Master,
and he feit that he, (the Earl of Zetland), as Grand
Master of England, was perfectly justified in igno-
ring thal Petition. ‘They asked "that the Consti-
tutions of tke Grand Lodge should be altered so as
to permt _the Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada
West to electtheir Grand Master. Did they think
that the Grand Master of England would propose
such a measure to the Grand Lbdge, so to alter
the Constitution of Free Masonry 1 He wis not
surpnised that the Provineial Grand Master would
Lave nothing to do with it. It twas so prepnsterous
that he did not feel he could sendan answer that
could be respectfulto thal body, evenif he could
have regarded it as emanative from the Grand Lodge
of Canada. He, therefore, had not sent auy answer
{o that Petition. He would not be the persou to
come down to the Grind Lodge t. ask them to
alter tae Constitutions of Free Masonry in this
Countiy, or to pass 2 law which should derogate
from the prerogative of the Grand Master, or the
dignity of the Grand Lodge. He did not act from
any ptide or feeling of his own; buthe con-
sidered he was bound, by his obligation as
Grand Master, to hand down the Office
he held to his successor without any
detraction from the perogative of the Office, and 1t
was his firm determination so todo; and if the
Grand Lodge should differ from him on that point,
he should leave that Chair to his suceessor unim-
{:aircd and unfettered. He wasinformed that lon,
efore this Petition, which was dated the 22n
September, 1833, was sent, a meeting of the
Provincial Grand Lodge of Canada West had been
held, namely, in Uctober, 1852, at which a Reso-
lution was passed that it was deemed necessary to
form an independent Grand Lodge in Canada
West. Now the Petition that was sent eleven
months afterwards ditl not hint at the Resolution
which had been come to before, so that they wonld
be led by this Petition 10 believe that that was the
first attempt to moot the question, but so long
before, October, 1852, such a Resolution had been
passed. However, the Report alluded to was
correct, for there was a Petition now before the
Grand Ladge which mentioned the very Resolution
which hau been pased in October, 1852, He had
that Petition now before him, and he must make
a few remarks upon it, [the Grand Master then
read from the Petition.] ~ He begged leave to say
that the other Petition had not bren addressed to
the Grand Lodge of England but to the Grand
Master. He should like to know how this body of
Delegates had been appointed, how they were
chosen,and how they could bind the Lodges, if a
majority of the Lodges do notconcur; according
10 thieir own showing this body ot Masons forme
themselves mtoa boay of Delegates, chosen it did
not say by whom, and passed a Resolution for-
ming themselvesinto an independentGrand Lodge.
It mght fairly be presumed that the Lodges were
not unanimous. Hehad reason to know that thev
were not. If they were not unanimous, then the re-
mzining members of the Lodges had a right to the
Warrants of their Lodges. But supposing the
Membets of any of the Lodges were unanimous,
what would then be the consequence if they with-
drew their allegiance from the parent body, why,
that the Warrant must be returned to the Grand

Eodge of England. An assembly of individual

Meémbets eould not form an independant Grand
Lodge, that wus perfetly clear, The Petinun
sinted that no reply tg another Petition had been
received. ‘The only one that had reache:d
the Grand Secretary was one wul wineh
the Grand Secretary bad nothing tc¢ du.
It it should be proposed by the worthy
Brother thatall the demands of the Fieyer of the
Petition should be complied witly, he, the Grand
Master, must say, that he would not put sucle «
Motion from the Charr, because he concerved that
it cotild frot come before the Grand Lodge. In
the first instance 1t would be necessary to over-
set and alter the laws and constitutions of the
Grand Lodge of England ;if those were altered,
then it might be possible fo entertain such a

d| Motion. He was_anxious that the Grand Lodge

should be informed as to s opinion and the steps
he intended to take.

« Bro. PorTaL wished to understand whether
the Grand Master would refyse to § at his Motion,
the termsof which, he was inforined by the Grand
Secretary, had been communicated to his Lord-
ship.
‘?The Granp Masten having read the Motion
a loud, stated that he had no hesitation tn caying
that he would not put that Motien from the
Chair.

« Bro; Porral thought it would have been
more courteous if the Grand Master had informed
him of his intention earlier.

¢ The Granp MasTrr observed that he bud
not considered himself at all bound to state 1o Bro,
Portal what course he should take, nor titl very
lately had he made up his mind what course he
should pursuey very imporiant information hud
lately come to his knowledge, and he did not con-
sider the Grand Master in any way bound to any
Brother who thought proper to give Notice of
Mot.on without consulting him to give any intt-
matton of his opinion thereon. The proper place
to give his decision was from his place in the
Chair. Within the last few days a communicalion
had reached him which he would read;it was
from the Provincial Grand Master of Montreal,
dated the 18th May, 1856, [the Grand Master read
the communication, which referred toa previous
one in November. If a communication had been
made in November last it had been muslaul, and
had never come to his knowledge ; a duplicate of
that letter had, however, since been received,
[letter, dated 12th November, 1855, was then
read). Now he thought that was a confirmation,
if any had been wanting, of the reports which had
previously reached him, of the difference of
opinion existing in Canada, and of the large num-
ber of Masons who desired to adhere to the
Grand Lodge of England in contradistinction to
the rebellious brethren [hear], he would repeat
the term rebellious brethren, who wouid thrat off
their ullegiance from the Grand Lodge of England
and form themselves without authority 1nto an m-
dependent body. If they wished not to be rebel-
lious let them retucn their Warrants, but _whilst
they acted, and worked, and initated Masons
under the Warrant of the Grand;Lodge of England,
was 1t not rebellion to say they throw off their
allegiance to the parentLodge. He wished to do
every justice to the Canadian Lodges, and that
their claims, as well as those of all Colonsal
Lodges, should be fairly and fully cousidered, but
it was not his intention to be coe.ced by a section
of Canadian Brethren into taking a hasty or ill-ad-
vised coutse. He was fully determmed to take
their grievances into consideration, and,in order
todo that, he should call in the a&}vncc of some
of his Brethren. He would take this opportunity
of stating that a Petition had been brought to um
that morning from New South Wales, by the
Deputy Provincial G. Master, withwhom he had
had a Jong interview, and fully cxplpmeal to hun
bis view of the state of the Lodges in Australia,
and he believed the Deputy Provincial Grand
Master, had left him perfectly satisfied. The Pro-
vineial Grand Lodges of Australia,Canada, and the
Colonies should have his best consideration, and
he trpsted) $o be able before o very long yperiod,




