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ARGUMENT FROM TME ABRAUAMIO COVESMNT AND ITS APPOINTED SEAL.

Mucli of the discussion and mnany of the errors which have distracted the
pence of the Cburch in the present day have resulted from tie 'pactical lover-
sighit of a truth of vast importance, and the fqundation of riglit cocp in
nrnny departmnents of tlieology,-Nve mean the identity of thie Churcli linder
vagrious dispensations. If we .catrefully consider the elements of thie divine deal-
ings With the Ohurch, wvhet1ier under the Fatriarchal, the Mosaic, or the
Chrstan dispensation, we shall discover certain futndamental principles, which

constitute the basis of al] thiese dealings. Upon these our Laiv-giver, King and
Juldge, bas ever acted, arýd they are as unchangeable as lis own divine nature,
and ever adapted to the necessities of -man, whicli in ail ages are the samne, in
bis relation to God. If this be admitted, it nmust be allo'ved. that religion,
whether objectively considered, as a system of revealed trutbs, or subjectively,
as dia truth experienced in the heart, was cssentiaiiy the same.,under tlue Abra-
hamie, as it is under the Christian dispensaý.tien. But whieréligion, taking that
word in its restribted sense, is the saine in every agte of the Church, there are
.manlly circumstantiais conuected with it, whicii may vary,. according to the
pecuiliarities of each. dispensation. As the creatures of sense, -%e receive our
knowledge through the medium of sensible objects or signs. IIence the Divine
Autlior of our lioiy religion hias provided ordinances, varying according to the
specialities of eauli mode of administering the covenant, by which t.rtl1s in
whiich we are deeply interested are set before us in a clear and impressive
maîner. Bearing these facts in mmnd, we msiy learn to çistinguish between
whiat is essential and what circumstantial in each dispensation. As to whatis es-
sential, we observe, that tluat wbich formns the only basis of God's dealings with the
sintbil sons of men-that te whîiclî the very existence of a Ohureh upon earth îs
te be traced-that through which exclusively pardo n and acceptance are dis-
peuscd to men, is the covenant-the covenànt of redemption viewed as an
eternal compact between the Father and the Son for effecting the salvation of
an innumerable company of our ruined race-the covenant of grace as to the
effectuai application of its glorious provisions to those chosen in Christ from
before the foundation of the wvorid. That the covenaint made with Abraham,
and thiat upon wvhich the Newv Testament Oburch is founded, are the samne, is
clear from what is said in Seripture as tc the identity of the Churcli in these
twe ages. ID R~om. xi. the Apostie says, IlIf the root be holy, se, also are the
branches," &o. The root here evidentiy refers te the Churcli as existing before
the Mosaie dispensation, or more properly to the Abrahiamie Ohureh, the
natural branches of which ivere the l{ebreiv people. But these natural branches
were broken off, and the wild olive, that is, the Chur.ch gathered from, the
Gentile nations, was gralfed. in, and. made to partake of the root and fatness of
tie olive tree,-the Churcli founded in the days of Abraham. flence uques-
tienably the Christian anà the Mosaic Churches are spokefn of as branches of
the samne tree, or as parts of that Church which was built upen the covenant
miade with Abraham. But we have assumed, what ail orthodox Christilans. will
admit, that there eau or could be ne Churchi erccted in our world, save upon
the basis of the covenant of grace. If, then, thé Christian Church is a part of
thé Churchof God, landif the Abrahamie Ohurch was a part of the Ohureh of
God, beth ,must have thesame covenant, the covenant of grace,, as, th-i b*sis
and censequently the covenant made with Abraham was the covenan~t Of 'rce


