
THE OAN'A DI4N CRAFTSMAN.

as it should be. The manx entering
the portais of the Lodge room should
(if properly instractcd,) be truly im-
pressedl wit1 the idea that "lFreenia-
8onry purifies the mani." Studly the
lessons tauglit by the Working Tools
alone, and it is impossible that a
Brother cati pass between the pillais,
ascend the winding stairs and pene-
trate the Satictum Sanctorim, or
lineel before the altar of Almightyj
God as the martyr did thousands of.
years ago, without beiiig impressed
with the solemu character of our fra-
ternity, and the holy truths advocated
by our institution. Truiy, "lFroc-
masonry purifies the mati."

We trace our history back to the
remote ages; we caui easily (in fancy)
cotinect our pre3s3nt org-anization with
the mysteries practiced by the phul-
osophers of ancient tules, and in ail,
throngli ail a-es and undler ail cir-
cunistances, secret societies existcd
in which the -purcst theories cf a
theo-pbilosophy were propouuded,
discusseil and studie,-in ail of
ihem the truc teachings of the Craft
were exemplified, the hoiiest «prin-
ciples of our Order practiced, atid the
creed that &"1Freemasonry purifies
the man," illustrated by the purity
of the lives of those adherents to these
Theo-phulosophie Secret Associations,
to which otir present systeni owes its

"i Freemasonry purifies the mani,"
-how cati iA help doing so? Before
the neophyte cati enter the L odgc lie
mnust declare bis belief in a Supreme
.Being, a future reivard for virtue,
and punishment for vice. Before lie
ia brouglit to liglit lie must again
acknowledge that in times of diffi-
cuity and danger he places bis faith
in the Great I Arn, aud ail through
the ceremony of the initiation the in-
finiteness of the Creator overshadows
the Putiy finitencas of the crcated.
Rie beholds the three great liglits of
Masorry. He is surrounded by syni-
bols that ai typically point God-
-wards; every lesson apparentiy is in-
spired by the Author of his being;

every sentence is pregnatwith the
thouglit of that Vit alizcd and Dlei-
fied Essence of Divine Truth, which
man calis GOD. IlFrcemasonry,"
therefore, truly "purifies the mati."

It cati be taken for an admittcd
axioni that there is no degrce in Free-
masonry proper that is not pregnant
with the most sublime principles and
the holiest tenets, througiont, al
which exista a theo-phulosophy, which
is vita]ized by a. spirit of Di-vine
Truth, that like an artery sends its
vitalizing currents, with its endless
ramifications, thruughout the whole
body of the Craft. Stucl being the
case, the true Freemason necessarilv
leartis to contemplate the power of
the Divine Being, and permits bis
mind to rost in contemplation upon
the wisdom of Bis rulin, the strength
of His power, and the bcanty of the
symplicity aud purity of I-is holy
teachings. IlFrî-ema'zonry " must
riccessarily, therefore, Ilpuriýv the
ma," because it, draws Iiim dloser to
the GcAd of nature; through the sur-
roundings of nature, everv leaf, and
bud aud blade of grass speaks to
the Freemason of Gocl. This is the
theo-philosophy of The Masouic
Creed.

The Freemason must be a true and
moral mani, upriglit in bis dealings,
honorable in bis character, and pure
in thought ana deed. If lie is not
so, lie las neyer studied the princi-
pics of the Craft, and utiderstands
not the principles of the Order. A
Mason must rractice charity, cxem-
plify brotherly love, and le as firn as
adamant with regard to truth, then
tgFreemasonry purifies the mati."'

It is ccnsequently truc thiat if a
Brother propcrly studies the princi-
ples of the Craft, and .practices the
tenets tauglit in the Lodge rooni, lie
must necessarily become a better and
purer mati. Hie cannot be faithful to
lis vows, ana adhere strictiy to bis
obligationL, unlesa lie become& a
moral mani, relying upon Divine as-
sistance for guidance and protection.
'We do not, cannot, recognize a Mason


