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teachings unfortunately undervent the same fate. Nevertheless, he influenced,to some extent, the higher degrees. To the adoption, in part, of his views
is the Royal Arch indebted for its more elevated order of symbolism, in which it farsurpasses what are usually called " the blue degrees." He was, also, ifnot the founder,at least the instigator. of that series of degrees which, after many revolutions, finallyciilminated in the Scottish Rite. The influence of his symbolie theories is there veryevident, and they have given to that rite the character of profound and philosophicalsymbolism which makes it so much a favorite with cultured intellects, aid often pro-duces good impressions on intellects which are not of much culture. Tney appreciatethe beauty of the system without thoroughly understanding it.

At a later period, Hutchinson undertook to rescue the symbols of Speculative
Masonry from the debased interpretation of the old operative organization. He intro-duced some nev views of the symbols, which, if they had been incorporated into theritual would have tended greatly to elevate its tone. But it was too late to make thesechanges acceptable; or, perhaps, I should rather say, it was too early ; the intellectualcondition of the Order was not yet ripe enough for such improvements. Hutchinson'slectures, however, have exerted a marked influence on the Masonic scholars who havesucceeded him.

Preston introduced a new system into English Masonry, but he did not, I think,feel at liberty to make any radical changes in the explanations of the symbols. Theselie left unchanged, but he made great improvements in the language of the ritual.When Webb re-organized the Masonc systcm in this country he wvas influenced bya dread of innovation in declining to amend the interpretation of thosesymbolz that heretained. Some symbols, belonging to the English sy stem, he rejected, and some newones lie introduced ; and he made radical changes in many of the cerenionies. In theorganization and arrangement tif the higher degrees, his system was completelv novel.If he was authorized to make such important changes, it is evident thatChe wasequally authorized to introduce philosophic or classical interpretations of hisnew sym-bols. It is, therefore, greatly to be regretted that the intellectual culture of Webb *wasnot of so high a caste as to render him capable of giving that elevated tone to thesymbolim of Masonry that he might well have done if he had had the ability or theinclination. Unfortunately. his labors had no such result.
The question now is, whether it is possible at this, or at any other time, so to im-prove the symbolism of Freemasonry not by the introduction of new symbols, or bythe exclusion of old ones, but by the adaptation of them to better interpretations, soas to give to the institution a more elevated, philosophic character. Any changes inthe symbol.;, or rather in their interpretation, which would materially affect the ritualwould be disastrous to the identity and uniformity of Masony. The idea of suchchange% can not, therefore, be entertained by those who desire to see the Institutionmaintain its anicient or primitive form.
But I think that there are methods by which, while the old forms and the old inter-pretations are retained so that the ritual may remain unaltered, nev interpretat;ons

may be super-imposed by which these symbols may become more elevated and moreinstructive.
One of the methods vould be by the organization of what might be called " ACADE-

MIES OF INSTRUCTION." 'The Craft are already familiar with Lodges of Instruction,
whose object is to teach their members the ritual in its present form, and the expl.mîîa-
tion of the symbols as they are now received. But these Academies of In tructionwould be devottd to the examination of the symbols of Freemasonry, not as they nowexist, but as they weie at first produced. They would be sought in theirearly sources,such as the ancient or -nedia:val associatioiis-the progressive steps by wlich thesesymbols had passed into Masonry would be traced-their old and their new meanngswould be explored-and the connection of the one with the other would be investigatc'd.
Thus a truc science of symboism would be naugurated, whose elevating effect on thecharacter of Speculative Masonry can be readily appreciated.

Those who should take part in the deliberations of these Academies of Instruction
would necessarily be men of education. They need not all be men of learning, butwould have to be possessed of a considerable share of intellectual culture. They couldnot be taken from the masses, but from the higher minds-the " Harodim " of theOrder. In comparison with the great body of the brotherhood they would, therefore,be but few in number, but they would exert a wonderful influence, for out of theseMas.enic Academies would come forth a class of ripe, Masonic scholars, who wouldcompletely revolutionize the Institution, elevatng it to a higher intellectual rank thanit has ever yet attained.

To thoroughly understand what would be the labors and duties of these Academies,it is necessary that we should briefly enquire into the present condition of Masonicsymbolism.


