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t~îleness that was s ien in hospitals % as linked
ml that way with Christianiîty. but they iight
eten claim that indirecth, in the secret wav in
whid it loved to work, Christiit had done
more than could be easil- ,neasured for the
advance of miedical science. lie took it that
thie insight w hich guided the ph% sician, ani a
p eat deail of the knowledge whicih he eiploy ed,
a great deal of //ha/ could not have been won
but for the tenderness and sympaihy, and
patience wi ith which Christianity had tauglht
the people to watch and wait tpon the sick.
it was the spirit of Christianity very iargely,
he believed. that had iurned sickness into that
teaching power which had ielped forward all
knouwledge, and certainly not least. medical
sclence. So that, lie thougit, not only because
ut the charitv that wnas exercised there, but
lMcaise of the knlowledge and power that ivas
shown, that thev might claiim the foremost
place for Christianity in relation to hospital
wîork.

THE COMMIERCI.\L V.\L'E OF
MISSIONS.

BRITISII Parlhanentarv commitce re-
J orted, alfter investigation, that Chris-
tian Foreign- Mlissions returned con-
mu ercially to Great Blritain teni pOLInds
terlinîg or every pound contributed by

Chr istan people to organize and carry them on.
II the gain wvoulu have been pournd for pound
only, that would have been oo per cent.
ThIrefore ten for one ié iooo per cent. But
ihis does not cover the case. The writer has
exaiined commercial conditions whien visiting
'ome of the leading centres of northern Africa
and western .\sia. and was satisfied that every
dollar expended by Aniericans for Christian
mIisis in thIose counitries ri tiried $ioo. This
t rade is so important a part of the life of capital
and lahor in our countrv that if it were sudden-
lv with1drawn it would create the greatest
financial panic the world ever saw. •

.\ Iurther case in point, and one for which
there are pretty exact figures available for con-
parison, is Ilawaii. No country in the world

s nore essentiallv a child of missions than
1 laiwaii. .\s such it is essentially a child of the
great republic. Our trade with hat 'country,
tlirough the one port of San Francisco, every
year exceeds in anount the entire cost of nis-
sions that created the country in over seventy
years of thlat .\mîerican mission work. This is
in addition to our trade there around Cape
Ilorn and over the Indian ocean. Surelv here
is pretty clear and vigorous proof that ifI " the
heatheni are at our doors," Foreign. Missions
are, notwitlistanding. a splendid int esmuent on
the ground loor. Similar figures apply to

insehments in Ilome issions. The witer, a
son of a nestern I Hone iissioner on our
irontier, iad soie experience there aîs a dealer
in redl estate. lis experience and obserat ion
sati.sfied biml? that e angelX..d llome Missions
were the chief factors of great and permanent
increase in values of farmî laids and of city lots,
of currenit business, and of safet. of personi and
property. hie real estate %alue and the busi-
ness of, vhich the little 1 lomne miksîioni clurch
wvas at once the creator, and the centre and the
security, was fullv a iundred-Iold greater Ilan
the cost of the cIurch whicli wnas sucli centre
and security. Ilere, then, 'a o.ooo per cent.
.\nother towin and its surrouniding country
.iiigit have greater advanit.ges thiaan the nis-
sion-centred tonn, have better soil and outside
communication, more timber and water, but it
utould be outstrippel by the Chritian setle-
ment. The men wthi the cash and conscience
and culture to make theni desirabie settlers
would be drawn where the missions, with their
correlated indlluences and interests were the
magnet. This, too, though mlianiy of such
settlers were not churchnn of an> denomina-
tion. The mission ma'y have cost onîly a few
iurndred dollars a year, but it added liundreds
of i housands to the iaterial interests aroutnd it.

Sinilar ratios apply to investments in city
missiorns. Ground occupied by pestilent pauper
and criilinal-filled tenients, and renting for
rfiy cents a week, soon after a mission is
planted in their midst has houses that pay from
fi e to ten-fold that rate. Factories ar'e located
there that pay prices for building lots that
w ould have beeu thought fabulous when the
police vere not . ustained bv the conscience-
crcatng cit mission. 'Te quantity and
qtality of dry goods and groceries, etc., sold
there are so niproved that the local merchant
disposes of froi ten to a liundred timnies as
much as lie did before. lie is alo far uore
sure of pay and prompt pay. .\Il this time the
poor little mission. whici is the engine drivrig
on these worldly gains, has cost. perhaps less
than $cooo per year. If il has had cight or
ten %ears for its righteous roots to take iold,
it is adding $1,ooo a week to real estate and
business ilnterests. . . . . The day las passed
wien meni can truthfully sav thev " can't
afford " to pay for these thlings. They cannot

i afford to fail to pay for them. They ar, all
and singular, such ground-floor imvestiments
respecting ratios of net returns is no one cani
find on the exchanges of London or New York.
.\Il the histories of gold mines and dianiond
fields, of pearl fisheries, or the wildest real estate
or stock speculations, are tame beside these
ground-floor investmîîents. They are the only
ellicient anchors of national life or of business
prosperity, and the only sound and permnien
cure for "lhard tinies."-..l/ /ome and. broad


