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husk uf wurds to. stick in, as in study ittg a foreign language, they forty years agis, towards setting and furming right literary and in
cara hardly tind where tu stick at ali. tellpectuail tastes than they are domg now. I believe they are now

This habit, I suppose, cones amiiaal> as a tradition frui a former turiimg out, fower English scholars, and that these are not so woll
age ;a habit which, though bogin upon good causes, has bets kept grutindod and cultund ai the riches of our native tongue. The
up long after those caust. were doun away. The prevailnig ideas fashion indeed lias beua grow ing upon us of educating the mouth
herein gut fixed at a tAttu %%nsaai tihrea o a,. %%vil furiitt Etighitsl iauçth nsaure thai tho mid, whicih semas tu be one cause why wo
literature ina being , wvhet the Langu.igu tsuif nas ra.w and rude , are havimg so irany more talkera and writers than thinkers. An
and when the norld' whole stock uf antellectu.l wealth wias un- unappeasable itch of popularit3' as eating out the old love of solid
shrinîed in other tungues. The custuim thus suttled fruta, neeo. larning, aud the uld rehah for the haunts of the Muses.
sity as .ustiniued to th da, whei thu Eiiglash tuoigue, bes.des its It naay have beea ubsert ed, that in this argument I distinguish
uwn ast futnd of urigîtial truasuru, has iad the bluod uf ail th best soeiwwhat broadly between a laberal and a practical educationî. Our
humera thuuglat transfused statu its veina, anid wiera its walks have colleges ought te gave, and, I suppose, aim at giving, the former,
grown rich aad delectable ntath the apuils of ttery earlier fruitage whilu the latter is all th:st vur public schools can juatly be expect
of genius and learning. ed ts. give. And a large majority of the pupils, as I said before,

Threu centuries agu Chaucer was the only rvally good Eiglhish are tu gai their laving by hand-work, not by head-work. But
authur, he was then tro hundred years old , and the languago had then %u wanat thein made capable. of solid profit and of honest de-
changed su una.lh bnce lais tuann, ti.at readt.g Laa was % aus.,Bt like ligit in the conversation of books, for this, as, things now are, is
studysng a foreigna tungue. & it.ûud %%as tlus thet case, that Bacon essential buth tu their iaural healtlh and also tu their highest suc
thought the English was guing tu banlarupt ail books entrusted tu ceas in naurk, to say nothing of tleir daties and interest as citzeas
ats keeping. he therefore took care to have msta of lias ouwa.works of a repubbcan State. And, to this end. what can be more prac-
translated inatu Latin , and nwuW our greatest regret tvuching hal as, tical, ia the just seise of the terni, thitan planting and nursing in
that ue hase nu. ail thvse nuuke a las nva nuble Enigtash. Bufure thin riglt initellectual tastes, su that their readingshall tak t. such
his time, the language changed more an fifty years than it has dune bouks as are really whulesome and improt mng 9
in all the three hundred years since. This is no doubt because the 0 a the general subject, however, I have te reimark further, that
mighty wurkmen of that age, himaself among thema, did su maud t., our education, as i secmus t me, as greatly overworking the study
" boit uff change * b> the vaist treaaures of thtouglht and nibduai f lanîguaige, especially in the modern languages. Frum the way our
which they foutind ut iade the language capable vf expressimg. The young peuple are hurned anto French and German, une wvould sup-
work then su glvriously begur lias beera guiig vin ever sime, pose there were no Eiglîsi authorsworth knowing, norany thought
though not alvays with the saîi.e grand restits , uintil non the En - in the English tngu e wurth hearing. So we cram them with
lish as eunanui4l laid t. Lu n. of slie richest atid laubltst. tonAgues t nrds, and educate themn iitu ignîuraice. uf thinAgs. and then exult

e% er spukenl, and the English iAt-rature is, mii cominpass and % anety ii their beîîg able to speak itu sense iraseverallanguages." Surely
uf uitellectual iealth, unsurpassed by anîy in the world. a portion of the tinie might be as innocently spent in learning

Hw stranigs. it is, ti.en, tlat, %n àth auch. min.is, r.hes at had sumething worth speaking ir plainmother -English. When weatd
in uir aernacular, %vt shuould u muh p.'stpune thei t the sprmngs that, with ail this near and tear of brain, the pupils, tan te one,
that w ere resurted to befure thase rathie grun m tu be ng. Betause stiJAk in ie cruat of words, and never get through into the marron
Homer and Sophocles hadl to be studied belore shaklespeare w rote, of thuught, so as tu be at home in it, our course can hardly Le
why should Shakespeare still be ignored in our liberail education, deemed the perfection of wisdom.
nhviî his iLight3 nurka liai. dnar fed Huer..t atd Suphucles àrat., Our custom hierein seems to involve soin- flagrant defect or error
infants. There might iideed le sant rtason sas tiis, i-he liad beeti in ir our philusophy uf education. The true process of eduacation
any sort the offsprng of these Greek masters ; but he was blessedly is tu set and keep the mmd in lvmng antercourse with things ;
ignorant of thon, which may partly account for lis having su much the works and ways of God in nature are our true educators. And
aurpassed th(ni. H.. did rot.cona.ei u hiaself L.ud to thirk and the right uffice of language is tk, serve as tho medium of such inter
, %rite as the. dia , anu this benAs tu hae beu on, ausu n h> lau course. Andla se the secret of a good style in wartrg as, that words
thought and wrote better thaan they did. I really can set no reason be used purely in their representatove character, end not at all for
for insisting on learnaing frona theam rather than from him, except their own sake. This is well illustrated in Shakespeare, who inhis
that learning from hiam is vastly casier. earl.ier plays used language partly far its own sake , but in his latter

.Nevertheless I am far fruia thmaking that the Greek and Latin plays ail traces of such use disappear, here lae uses it purely mants
ought te be disused or made ittle of in our course of ihberal leara- representative character. This it as, in great part, that makes lais
ing. On the contrary, I would, of the two, have them studied in styl se nuch at once the delight and the despair of those who now
college even more thorougly then they commnly are , and this, urdertake to write the English tongue. And in other writers ex-
not only because of their onequalled su ir. aitertai traiaaaîtg .trd cellence of style as measured by approximation te this standard.
discipline, and as a preparation for sold merit and success im the This it as that so highly distaguishes Webster's style,-the best
learned professions, but also becauso a knowledge of then is solarge- yet writen on this continent Bis language is se transparent that
ly fundamentaltoa practical mastery of aur un tongue. And here 1 in reading lain oneseldom thinks of il, aud cas hardly sec it. In
am moued to note what seinss t> me a Ihanàgu fur t'he nurse wiatha fact the proper character of his style as perfect, consunaato manlIa-
the hast forty years. Forty years ago, besides that the Greek and naes; i which qualaty I make boid te affirm that ho hasno saupe-
Latin were made more of in college, at least relatively than they 4or in the whole range of English authorship. .And in hisaa Autobio-
are now, the students had both more t.... for English st. dies, and graphy the gient man touches the secret as te how this came
aiso more of jutdicious prompting arnd guidanco in thear readang. about. While ta college," says lae, - I delivered two or threc oc-
But of late, there has beaen so much crowdîg-mr of moder Ian- casional addresses, which were published. I trust they are forgot-
guages and recent branches of science. that studenta *ýave a good tn ; they were in very bad tas. I had net thon learned that ail

true power im writing as n the idea, net in the style; an errer into
deal les time than formerly for cultivating Englsh literature by which he .A7s Rheiorica, as it is usually .taught, may eauily lead
themselves. I sihort, oar colleges, it secans to me, did much more, stronger heada t.lan mine."


