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brains, and there seems to be a desire to
make up by the catchiness of some of them
for the defects of others. We recommend’to
the examiner a diligent study of the junior
and senior matriculation pdpers of Toronto
University. The Central Committee is no-
torious enough already without him trying to
make it more so. The English Grdmmar
and History papers are well constfucted, but
they are altogether tco long for the time al-
lowed. This is an error Mr, Marling issome-
times guilty of, and it is one that produces
most uncomfortable and unchristian feelings
in the minds of candidates. If the papers
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count over the maximum no objection can be
taken ; but no notice has been given to this
effect. We shay remark in conclusion that jt
is a rather curious circumstance that the reg-
ulations in regard to the percemage of
marks required for a C had not been made
when the examination took place. This is
an omission that should not have accurred.

. Having accustomed candidates at these ex-

aminations to a full account of what they
have to expect, the Department should have
arranged and published the details relating
to the different grades of First Class certi-
ficates.
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WE cannot say that we are favourably im-
pressed with the appearance of this contribu-
tion to our school literature. The desire on
the part of the author and his publishers to
furnish candidates for Departmental Examin-
ations with a cheap manual has led them into
errors that will detract from its value as an
educational appliance. Its genesis *‘in notes
collected at various times from many sources"’
as the preface tells us, sufficiently accounts
for the conglomerate character of the matter,
and there is an evident and well meant de-
sire to give as much value as possible for the
money, which has led to overcrowding and
defective mechanical execution. The liter-
ary form of the work is, under the circum-
stances, highly creditable ; but in a manual
which covers so much ground means should
have been taken by difference of typogra-
phy or in some other way to distinguish the
important from the unimportant. In view
of the requirements of our school examina-
tions objection, therefore, may fairly be taken
to the scope of the work: it is too compre-
hensive for the use of candidates for Second
Class Certificates, and it does not meet the
wants of candidates for First Class, In treat-

ing also of the different parts of the sub-
ject there is not that uniformity of method
which is escential in a text book. To illus-
trate ; in discussing oxygen, there is given
on p. 66 a series of experinents, but this
valuable feature nowhere else occuts in the
same desirable form. The arrangement of
the matter is also, in our opinion, very de-
fective. To use a printer’s term, the pages
are too “ fat,” and that help which proper
paragraphing can give the reader is here
withheld.

A few of the errors that occur in this vol-
ume are evidently typographical. For ex-
ample on page 151 “‘phosphorus acid” occurs
for *¢ phosphorous acid 3 but there are others
that are not attributable to the printer. If
the derivations of the names of the elements
are to be given at all, they ought to be both
explicit and accurate. The term, antimony,
for instance, is better derived from an#i and
moene, as if *“ monk’s bane,” than from anti
and monos. 'To mention the Latin sulphzer-
Zum for sulphur is not very satisfactory in-
struction in Etymology. To have given sa/,
salt, and pur, fire, with a little more expla-
nation, would have placed the matter in a
much clearer light. Again, on pp. 100 and
101 the reader finds the expression * Car-
bonic” employed for either *‘carbon diox-
ide,” *‘carbonic anhydride,” or *‘carbonic
acid gas;” also on pp. 134- 5- 6- and .7,
“ sulphurous acid ” for “sulphur dioxide,”
or ““sulphurous anhydride ;” and on p. 154



