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“disturbed were much smaller theugh of greater § 3,888,728,  Cattle in the same interval had
number. rather increased.  The weight of wool obtain-

Reference must now be made to the plants
that were removed and transplunted to that
rkpot whercin ¢ potatoes of a diseased character

sere found in 1861 The unfuvourable fuet
st be declares, tvat wot only the symptoms
appeared, but i 2 great degree, and s namber
fof these tubess wore found in a highly diseused
tondition.  The fatal trutk of a fuilure hoth in

heusually planted tuber, and also in that of the
aung plauts, placed there in a perfectly healthy
tate. 18 un important mutter for consideration,
nd which I sball endeavour to expluin.

2o be continued,

DECLINE OF SHEEP HUSBANDRY IN
THE STATE OF NEW YuRK,

It is satisfuctory to find that warlike oper-
ations are not occupying the whole of the at-
4ention of the American people.  Agriculture
And pastoral occupations, which should be
gheir mainstav, still crop up oceasionally in
iscussions and the public journals. Let us
“sope that the sword may soon again be con-
Ferted into the ploughshare, and the indus-
#rial harvest of the soil may be reaped instead
of the bloody harvest of warfare. "We have
Jately received at the hands of Mr. Johnson,
4he secretary of the New York State Agricul-
Jural Society, a copv of a very interesting
daper on Fine Wool Sheep Husbandry, read
pefore the society last year by Hemry S. Ran-
thll, LL.D., of Cortlend Village, New York.
sihe subject is an important one, and very
Blahborately treated, as may be seen from the
Mollowing digest of the points dealt with :—
M(he origin of the Merino; its varietics; its
,troduction into the States; the circum-
Mtances which have affected its success; the
omparative profitablenctss of its varieties;
Ahe expedicocy of crussing between varietics,
And the effects of in-and-in breeding; the
Broper mode of selecting a flock ; the art of
Preeding; the present course of breeding in
4he United States; and suggestions as to the
Ruture of the fine wool husbandry there.
&hese subjects are much too voluminous to he
dreated of in a short digest, and we shall
Hherefure content ourselves with directing at-
&ention to the last, which is indeed that in
Which our readers are most concerned. The
hservations it may be remarked, refer almost
gxclusively to the State of New York.

¥ Dairying seems to be wholly driving out
gool-growing in the grazing portion of the
ptate, and grazing cattle preferred to sheep
gnprobably a majority of the grain farms. The
gemarkable decrease of the latrerin proportion
{0 the population is apparent from the census
feturns,  In 1840 there were 5,118,777 sheep
f:the State to 2,428,921 persons. In 1860 there
gere but 2,617,855 sheep to a population of

ed was, howesa, about the sume from the
lesser number of slicep as from the larger, the
clip of 1860 being rcturncd at ahout 93 million
pounds,

While the vastly higher priced lands of Eng-
land carry nearly two sheep for every inhabi-
tant and within a fraction of 590 sheep for
every square mile of territory, it thus appears
that the Stat» of New York has now less than
one sheep to every ivhabitany and less than 56
sheep for every square mile; and it further
appears that the sheep have steadily decreased
for twenty years, and are still continuing to
deerease.

The explanation offered for this decay is
that the great flocks of the State keptfor woo
growing purposcs anterior to 1840 were mostly
of Saxon blood, and when they were aban-
doned as unremuncrative in 1846, no other
wocl-growing sheep proper was left to supply
their places. Tor the few improved Ameri-
can Merinos left in the county in the hands
of breeders, comparatively large prices were
asked. But the farmers were wholly disin-
clined to venture on any new and costly ex-
pe-iments in fine-woolled-sheep. The destruc-
tion causcd amoung sheep by dogs has alsoe
essentially contributed w0 the prostration of
sheep husbandry. It not only has inflicted
serious, and, in the aggregate, enormous
losses on the people, but it has of late years,
as population and cuis have increased, driven
multitudes of perzons out of sheep husbandry,
and prevented still more from embarking in
it.

Dairying took the place of wool-growing.
It proved a steadily and highly remunerative
department of industry. Dairying under the
hest circumstances is far more profitable than
sheep husbandry with inferior or middling
animals; but the best sheep are as productive
as the best cows, and require far less labor.
By means of the rapid increase of sheep, and
the great facility of promptly improving in-
ferior ones, they will stock a farm more ex-
peditiously, and with far less outlay, than
other animals. The ordinary processes snd
manipulations of sheep husbandry are also
simple and readily acquired. On no other
domestic animal is the bazard of loss by death
so small, If is-as healthy and hardy as other
animals, and, unlike all o‘hers, if decently
managed, a good sheep can never die in the
debt of man. If it dies at birth, it has con-
sumed nothing ; if dies the first winter, its
wool will pay for its consumption up to that
period; if it lives to be sheared once. it brings
its owner into debt to it; and if the ordinany
and natural course of wool-production and
breeding goes on, that indebtedness will in-
crease uniformly, and with accelerating rap-

idity, until the day of its death. If the horse



