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'1disturbed were much srnaller though of gcater
number.

Riefercrce must now lie made to the plonts
that were reioved and tranrplante d to that
ipot wliereiui " potatoes of a diseased character
Svere fouid in 186 'l" t ih unfavourable fact

iust 'e deelareJ taat not only thte symptois
appiearcd, but ii: a grtat deree, ands a namber

16f these tubers were 'ound in a higihly diseased
ndit;on. Tihe fatal tauth of a ftilure ot in

theusually planted tuber, ard also in that of the
oung jlauîts, placed there in a perfectlv lealthy
late. is an important natter for consideration,

ïnd which I shall endeavour to explain.
To be continued,

ECLINE OF SREEP HUSBANDRY IN
THE STATE OF NEW YvRX.

It is qatisfactory to flnd that warlike oper-
tions are not occupying the whole of the at-
-ntion of the American people. Agriculture

nd pastoral occupations, which should be
heir mainstaiv, still crop up oecasionally in
liscussions and the publie journals. Let us
ope that the sword may soon again be con-
erted into the plouglishare, and the indus-
rial harvest of the soil may bu reaped instead
f the bloody harvest of warfare. We have
ately received at the bands of Mr. Johnson,
he secretary of the New York State Agricul-
ural Society, a copy of a very interesting
aper on Fine Wool Sheep Husbandry, read
efore the society last year by Henry S. Ran-
all, LL.D., of Cortlvnd Village, New York.
he subject is an important one, and very
laborately treated, as may be seen fron the
ollowing digest of the points dealt with
he orign of the Merino; its varieties; its
troduction into the States; the circuin-

tances which have affected its success; the
omparative protitableness of its varieties;
lie expediency of crossing between varieties,
nd the effects of in-and-in breeding; the
roper mode of selecting a fiock ; the art of
reeding; the present course of breeding in
e United States; and suggestions as to the
turc of the fine wool husbandry there.
hese subjects are much too voluminous to be
eated of in a short digest, and we shall
erefore content ourselves with directing at-

ention to the last, which is indecd that in
hieh our readers are most concerned. The
bservations it may be remarked, refer almost
xclusively to the State of New York.
Dairying seems to be wholly driving out
ool-growing in the grazing portion of the
tate, and grazing cattle preferred to sheep
nprobably a majority of tie grainfarms. The
emarkable decrease of the latterin proportion

the population is apparent from the census
turns. lu 1840 there were 5,118,777 sheep
the State to 2,428,921 persons. In 1860 there

ere but 2,617,855 sheep to a population of

3,838,728. Cattle in the sane interval had
iratler increased. The. weiht of wool obtain-
ed was, howevr, about the same from the
lesser number of sliep as fromn the larger, the
clip of 1860 being returned at about 9.1 million
pounds.

While the vastly higher prieed lands of Eng-
land carry nearly two shcep for every inhabi-
tant and within a fraction of 590 sheep for
every square mile of territory, it thus appears
that the Stat ý of New York bas now less than
one sheep to every iuhabit ant and lcss than 56
sheep for every :,quare mile; and it further
appears that the sletp have steadily decreased
for twenty years, and are still continuing to
derease.

The explanation offered for this decay is,
that the great ficeks of the State keptfor wool
grow ing purposes anterior tu 1840 were mostly
of Saxon blood, and when they were aban-
doned as unremaunerative in 1846, no other
wool-growing sheep proper was left to svpply
thir places. For the few improved Ameri-
can Merinos left in the county in the hands
of breedere, e >mparatiî ely large prices were
asked. Bat the farmers were wholly disin-
clined to N enture on any new and costly ex-
peniments in fine-w oolled-sheep. The destruc-
tion caused anong sheep by dogs has also
esseiitially coitributed to the prostration of
sheep husbandry. It iot only has inflicted
serious, and, in the aggregate, enormous
losses on the people, but it has of late years,
as population and cuis have increased, driven
multitudes of persons out of sheep hus)andry,
and prevented still more from embarking in
it.

Dairying took the place of wool-growing.
It proved a steadily and highly remunerative
department of industry. Dairying underthe
best circumstances is far more pl ofitable than
sheep husbandry with inferior or middling
animals; but the best sheep are as productive
as the best cows, and require far less labor.
By meaus of the rapid inerease of sheep, aud
tie great faeility of pronptly improving in-
ferior ones, they will stock a farm more ex-
peditiously, and with far less outlay, than
other animals. The ordinary processes and
manipulations of sheep husbandry are also
simple and readily acquired. On no other
domestie animal is thc bazard of loss by death
so small. It is -as healthy and hardy as other
animals, and, unlihe all others, if decently
managed, a good sheep can never die in the
debt of man. If it dies at birth, it has con-
sumed nothing; if dies the first winter, its
wool -will pay for its consumption up to that
period; if it lives to be sheared once. it brings
its owner into debt to it; and if the ordinany
and natural course of wool-production and
breeding goes on, that indebtedness will in-
crease uniformly, and with accelerating rap-
idity, until the day of its death. If the horse


