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By extending to, him this privilege, he will at once become interested, which will be a very
im rtant etep gained towards his civilhzation.

he mîobinnary may suicceed in arreitming his thoughts. and turning then to the consi-
deration of the welfare of his soul; and, i my opinion, it is then mo>re immediately the part
of the Goveriment to render its assistance, and to direct hi% mmd to the welfare of the
body; amd the first step, it occurs to me, towards accomplhshing this, will be to gi ehim an
interrst in his earthlv session, a title to his property, so that he mav he as ure that the
labour he may bestow upon it may not be reaped by others, but hy his own family after
him, which has not always been guaranteed to him. There are instances of Indians aving
been removed fron their settiements, when they had taken the first step towards civiliation,
Ilaniely, by clearing a portion of the forest, to a more remote part of the province, where
they were expeted to begin agmmn to clear the land, with no better security than they had
belore ; andh ave thus had the mortification to see the sweat of their brow enjoyed by the
purchaser of their foimer possessions. Suich a policy, my Lord, you wIll yourself see, is
most unwise, and must have a most disheartening effect upon the Indiati, who is not forward
of hi'mself to labwour, and lie will most certainly become less so if such a system should be
contnued.

But his Excellency's plan of giving the Indian, as soon as he is in a condition to hold it,
his land in fee and common soccage, would effectually, if judiciously carrned out, obviate
for the future so rinous a policy as that to which 1 bave just alluded.

The Indian requires every inducement to ean him from his indolent and listless rife;
and when once his mind becomes engaged in, and turned to the puîrsuits of agriculture, even
on ever so small a scal , a point has been gained, and no obstacle should be thrown in his
way ; on the contrary, every encouragement should be held out to him to secure his perse-
verance in well doing.

With these general remarks, I will now proceed to notice more particularly the several
heads of your Lordship's cmmunication.

1. Under this head, I would simply remark, that the local superintendent might be the
channel of communication with the Government; but I apprehend he could scarcely be
expected to have so intimate a knowledge of each mndvidua case as those missionanes who
miight be labouring within the boinds of his supenntendency.

Residing, as the missionarnes do, with the Indians constantly,- they would be most inti-
mately acquainted with their several characters, and the best qualified* to decide who were
the farthest advanced, and the most prepared hy their previous habits, to receive and make
a good use of the boon which his Excellency wishes to extend towards them.

By arplication to them, I am- sure they would be most happy to furnish the supen-
tendent with the mo'.t accurate information he could require.

II. The duty prescribed under this head miuht safely be committed to the missionary;
but to relheve him from the responsibility of the choice of candidates, and thus throw the
onus upoi him, as well as to keep down jealousies which would necessanily arise, it would
he better to.entrust it to the hands of some disinterested person or persons, who had the
welfare of the Indians in view and who would in reality attend to the duty, a most important
onein a conscientious and unbiassed maner.

It would even he more judicious to relieve the local superintendent also of this duty; for
the charge of partialbty would as !îkely be fastened upon han a., upon the missionary, where
the prmilege could not at first be safely committed tu all.

III. The quenes under this division are so niuch to the point, and so futlly meet the case,
that I can suggest nothing, but dismi s it with this. % ngle remoark, that many might be
found, and, certainly some who are quite capablë of taking care of their property, who
could not comply with all the requirements contained in the f.ur quenes. But doubtless
exceptions would have to be made n thes as in all other cases. The commis4uoners might
have the auithonty given then to recommend those who could complv with the 1st and 2d,
but Sot fully with the 3d and 4th.

IV. I am of opinion, that the object soiiht to be obtaine-d under this head of his Excel-
cellency's plan, will require a good deal of judzment to rrarry it onît beneiciallv.

In the first place, the g-reatest care post.ilhe will have to be tak-n in ziving up the ttile of
his land to the Indian at aIl, ani therefore every safeguard àhouild bw thrown around him to
prevent hi* disposg of it afterwards.

I know that niany of the Indians destre it, and would not abuse the trust committed to
then. But at the same tme, I think as a irst experiment, the pnvilege should be extended
to but verv few, to be selected frnm the most prosperous of the ladian missions or settle-
Ments. The number might readilv be extended, if it was found to be beneficial, hy the
addition of a few every vear. A to the quantty of land t be given to esch i divdiual, that
will regire a good deal of coneaderation. In the case of a sangle man, who ahould give up
ouly hbs own mndîvidual i .terests, 100 a<re. maght be as much as he could Weil manage.
But mn the case of a marrzed man with a famlv, such an allowance wnuld be altogether
muuSCfTcent. This aight be obviated hy gvvng every male member of the family loi) acres,
oe attainmn the age of 21 vears, if he were otherwue qualified.

Thzere would stadI be the, ntremssof the fmale to be regarded, who> isi now entatled equally
wuth the aae to a partacqapo in the fundls ofthe tnbae.

She .aagbt either recesve an allowance of landl, ur her nght mîght bie c,nmuted, byv the
p4y meut


