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There are liring witnesses, also, who cught to be mads to spesk.
without fear of penances, tortures, and death, and possibly thewr
testimony at some future time, may be added, to confirm my state-
ments. There are witnesses I should greatly rejoice to see at liber-
ty; or rather there wers. Are they living now? or will they be
permitted to live after the Priests and Bupenors have seen this
book? Perhaps the wretched nuns in the cells have already suffer
od for my sake—perhaps Jane Ray has been mlenced for ever, or

’lvill be murdered, before abe has time to wid her most important
estimony to mine.

But speedy death in relation only to this world, can be no great
calamity to those who lead the life of 2 nun. The mere recollection
of it always makes me miserable. It would distress the reader,
should I repeat the dreams with which I am often terrified at night ;
for I sometimes fancy myself pursned by the worst enemies ; fre-
quently I seem as if agaia shut up in the Convent ; often I imagine
myself present at the repetition of the worst scenes that I have
hinted at or described. Sometimes I stand by the secret place of
interment in the cellar ; sometimes I think I can hear the shrieks
of the helpless females in the hands of atrocious men; and some-
times almost seem actually to look again apon the calm and placid
features of St. Frances, as she appeared when surrounded by her
murderers. :

I cannot banish the scenes and character of this book from my
memory. To me it can never appear like an amusing fably, or lose
its interest and importu'&ce. The story is one which is continually
before me, and must return fresh to my mind, with painful emo-
tions, as long as I live. With time, and Christian instreetion, and
the sympathy and examples of the wise and good, I hope to learn
submissively to bear whatever trials are appointed me, and to im-
prove under them all.

Impressed as I continually am with the frightfal reality of the
painful communications that I have made in this volume, I can
otly offer to all persons who may doubt or disbelieve my statements,
these two things :—

Permit me to go through the Hotel Dieu Nunnery at Montreal,
with some impartial ladies and gentlemen, that they may compare
my secount with the interior parts of the building, into which ne
pereons but the Roman Bishop and Priests are ever admitted : and
if they de uet find ry descmiption trus, then discard me as au ime-




