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Leaving the majority of the Indians of that country to

continue their capturing of the reindeer and the manufactur-

ing of peramican while they remained in that section of the

land, Frank, Alec, and Sam, with their traveling companions,

returned to Oxford House. There they made a visit of a

few days at the home of the missionary. It was a great joy

to meet with this devoted, heroic man and his equally hrave

and nohle wife, who for the sake of Christianization and civili-

zation of the Indians of this section of the country had will-

ingly sacrificed the comforts and blessings of civilization and

come to this land. Only twice a year did they hear from

the outer world, and only once every year had they any

opportunity of receiving any of the so-called " necessaries of

life " at this remote station. Yet they said and showed that

they were very liappy in their work, and rejoiced at the

success which, not only to themselves but to any unbiased

observer, was so visibly manifested in the greatly improved

lives and habits of the natives. Missions to such people are

not failures.

They would have been delighted to have lingered longer

in this home, and with this delightful missionary and his

good wife, who so reminded each of the boys of his own dear

mother. But the Indians who were to take them back to

Sagastaweekee were uneasy at the appearances in the heavens

and of the birds in the air, and so it was decided that they

must return.

Four days of rapid paddling were sufficient to make the

return journey. At the close of each day the boys remarked,

as they cuddled up close to the splendid camp fire, that

they seemed to have an additional liking for its glow and

•warmth; and for the first time they preferred to sleep as

close together as possible, and were thankful* that the

thoughtful Indians had in reserve for them an additional

blanket apiece. The last day of the home journey was quite

a cold one, but the vigorous exercise of paddling saved them

from any discomfort. They could not but help noticing the


