LETTERS AND NOTES

ON THE

NORTH AMERICAN INDIANS.

LETTER—No. 32.

FORT LEAVENWORTH, LOWER MISSOURI.

T readers, I presume, will have felt some anxiety for me and the fate of
my little craft, after the close of my last Letter ; and I have the very great
satisfaction of announcing to them that we escaped srags and sawyers, and
every other danger, and arrived here safe from the Upper Missouri, where my
last letters were dated. We, (that is, Ba‘tiste, Bogard and I,) are comfort-
ably quartered for awhile, in the barracks of this hospitable Cantonment,
which is now the extreme Western military post on the frontier, and under
the command of Colonel Davenport, a gentleman of great urbanity of man-
ners, with 2 Roman head and a Grecian heart, restrained and tempered by the
charms of an American lady, who has elegantly pioneered the graces of
civilized refinements into these uncivilized regions.

This Cantonment, which is beautifully situated on the west bank of the
Missouri River, and six hundred miles above its mouth, was constructed some
years since by.General Leavenworth, from whom it has taken its name. Its
location is very beautiful, and so is the country. around it. It is the con-

_ centration point of a number of hostile tribes in the vicinity, and has its
influence in restraining their warlike propensities.

There is generally a regiment of ‘men stationed here, for the purpose of
holding the Indians in check,and of preserving the peace amongst the hostile
tribes. I shall visit several tribes in this vicinity, and most assuredly give
you some further account of them, as fast as I get it.

Since the date of my last epistles, . I succeeded in .descending the river to
this. place, in my little canoe, with my two men at the oars, and myself at
the helm, steering its course the whole way amongst snags and sand-bars,

Before I give further account of this downward voyage, however, T must
recur back for a few moments, to the Teton River, from whence I started, and
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