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forests hunting and fishing, or at war, will laugh, perhaps, at

the idea of Indian homes, and domestic happiness. Yet there

are no people of which we have any knowledge, among whom,

in their primitive state, family ties and relationship were more

distinctly defined, or more religiously respected than the Iro-

quois.

The treatment which they received from the white people,

whom they always considered as intruders, aroused, and kept

in exercise all their ferocious passions, so that none except
those who associated with them as missionaries, or as captives,

saw them in their true character, as they were to each other.

AlmoSt any portrait that we see of an Indian, he is repre-

sented with- tomahawk and scalping knife in hand, as if they

possessed no other but a barbarous nature. Christian nations

miglit with equal justice be always represented with êannon

and balls, swords and pistols, as the emblems of their employ-

ment and their prevailing tastes.

The details of war are from far to great a portion of every

History of civilized and barbarous nations,:to conquer and to

slay has been to long the glory of the christian people; he

who has- been most successful in subjugating and oppressing,

in mowing down human beings, has too long wore the laural

crown, been too long an object for the admiration of men and

the love of women.

It seems you might be weary of the pomp and circumstance

of war, of princely banquets, and gay, cavalcades. The time

and space you bestow upon King and·courts, and the homage

you pay to empty titles, are unworthy your professed repub-

.lican spirit and preferences, let us turn aside from the war

path, and sit down by the hearth-stone of peace.

In the picture which I have given, I have confined myself

principally to the Iroquois, or Six Nations, à people who no

more deserve the term savage, than- the whites do that of

heathen, because they have still lingering among them heathen

superstitions, and many opinions and practices which deserves

no better name.


