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CHAPTER II.

FTER three years' absence Constance Lestrange is
etu 0 C a nkd

rning t ý. The first eighteen -months of

er s ourn abroad has been spent in Dresden at

chool, the last eightee'n have been passed at a Con-

ent in Dinan, where her almost undivided attention

as. been given to the study of paintinge; - the sur-

unding country4 abounding with scenes that are

ell fitted io stimulate an already artistic mind.

Hector, her brother, is on his way homè from

gypt, having obtained leave- of absence in*corise-

uence of recent illness brought on. by the many

ardships of the late campaign. The.brother and

ister to-morrow Ieave for England, thence they sail

or Canada. To-ctày they are spending in bidding

farewell to sorne of the scenes that haVe gro,%vn so

ear to, Constance.

Wending théir way through the old street that

eads from the Cathedral they quicken their pace, and

ter a half hours walk, whicIj- takes theni through a

wood where the trees am clothed in golden foliage,

nd, over a stteam in which many gabbling women

are washing (their tongues as busy as their hands as

ey» dip the white clothes in the stream before
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