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that the lines on which the election 
would be run would be entirely different 
to the last. Party lines would be drawn 
and the old fight of Conservative and 
Liberal would be carried into provincial 
politics to stay. Then should we see 
Mr. Semiin and Mr. Turner joining 
hands, and the Liberals of the province 
attempting to do the same. The prov­
ince, as a whole, is undoubtedly Conser­
vative, and it was partly the knowledge 
of this fact that caused Mr. Joe Martin 
so hurriedly to join the cabinet, and it 
is only this fact that may induce him to 
lie low till he has got a few more 
strings in his hand than he can grasp at 
present.—Kamloops Standard.

REMEMBER THE MAINE.
The evidence in the case of the Maine 

has now been impartially examined by 
a first rate expert, Lieut-Colonel J. T. 
Bucknill, of the Royal Engineers, who 
was a member and secretary of “the 
joint War Office Admiralty Committee” 
Which carried out the experiments 
against the double bottom of H.M.S. 
Oberon during 1874 and 1876. Colonel 
Bucknill comes to the conclusion that the 
explosion was due to coal-heating in a 
hunker containing forty tons of soft Po­
cahontas coal. It therefore seems that 
“Americans should dismiss from their 
minds the idea that the Maine was blown 
up by the Spanish authorities, or with 
their cognizance; all the evidence point­
ing entirely in the other direction, viz., 
that the disaster was purely accidental, 
and that the explosions were confined 
to the interior of the ship.” Yet nobody 
who was in the United States at the 
time can doubt for a moment that the 
war was made, as the New York Nation 
said, “to aven.e the Maine.” So, all the 
people who have been killed, died of yel­
low fever, or been starved by the block­
ade, may consider that their deaths do 
not count.—Bystander in the Weekly 
Sun.

having passed into the hands of a Brit­
ish Columbia company as stated a few 
days since. This brings the total of 
dividends paid by the Cariboo company 
up to $236,904.76. 
deep has been made so that the old chan­
nel can be washed down to berdock and 
the working flumes are now in place and 
the rich dirt being rushed through. The 
amount of the full wash-up at this mine 
it is generally believed will be large, 
seme say from $100,000 to $150,000.

QUESNELLE. FORKS QUARTZ.
J. McDonald has recently discovered 

and located on or near the summit of 
the Snowshoe mountain three quartz 
ledges, all of which are said to show up 
remarkably strong, and samples from 
which show good, on crushing and pan­
ning out, in good quantities. The ledges 
are said to vary from 8 to 18 feet in> 
width, and already a party of capital­
ists have secured a bond on the proper­
ties and have gone in to examine them- 
There are other mines in this section and 
in the minds of the well informed there­
in no question of there being quartz in- 
Cariboo and ledges that will stand the 
test of development.

FUTURE PROSPECTS GOOD.
Work is still progressing on the ground 

of the Cariboo Gold Fields company, and 
good work is being done. Water for 
elevating is holding out remarkably well. 
A fair amount of gold, it is expected, 
will be washed up, but nothing this sea- 

te what may be looked for after this 
property has been thoroughly opened.
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The Canadian government has just 
passed a Klondike regulation of great in­
terest to claim-owning miners, for it en­
ables them to escape representation work 
for one year by paying a small sum to 
the government. This ruling has not 
been made public yet, but H. C. Pettit, 
of Snohomish, who has just returned 
from an intervied with William Ogilvie, 
commissioner of the Yukon, at Vancou­
ver, has been able to get advance infor­
mation. Pettit recently returned from 
London, where he sold twenty-one Klon­
dike interests for $200,000. He tells a 
great story of the interest that the Eng­
lishman is taking in the northern gold 
fields, whose reports he believes and how 
he invests his money. He also tells of 
the good fortune of Klondiker Stevens, 
a partner of “Nigger Jim” Dougherty, 
who sold three claims for a half million 
dollars and married an English heiress 
all inside of three months. To a Seattle 
Times reporter Mr. Pettit said: “Mr. 
Ogilvie told me of a mining regulation 
just adopted at Ottawa, but not yet 
n.ade public. In relates to representation 
work and is of great interest to every 
Klondiker, especially those owning 
claims on newly discovered creeks. I 
have not seen the law, but in effect it is 
that by paying $150 to the commissioner 
the representation on each claim will 
be extended for one year. The govern­
ment realizes, so Mr. Ogilvie told me, 
that many of the miners will have to 
come outside this year for supplies. As 
it costs $1,000 to represent a claim it 
would work great hardship on many of 
the miners if they had to do it. The $150 
is demanded simply as an evidence of 
good faith. Commissioner Ogilvie would 
not talk about the 10 per cent, royalty. 
He said he wanted to hear what the 
miners at Dawson had to say about it. 
He admitted that the royalty regulation 
was likely to be changed, but would not 
say whether he had authority to make 
the change if he decided it best.”

Now is the opportunity of mining men 
in Kootenay of advertising their proper­
ties to t|ie outside world without any 
cost or expense to themselves, beyond 
supplying the specimens. This exhibit 
will also assist in making known the 
great mineral resources of East Koot­
enay. The steamboat companies will 
carry all samples coming from that di­
rection free of charge.

A SECOND BUTTE.
The presence on the Coast of Mr. 

James Martin, M. P. P. for Rossland 
riding, was taken advantage of on Satur­
day morning by a News-Advertiser rep­
resentative to obtain information regard­
ing the mines around the wonderful Red 
mountain town. “ Yes,” said Mr. Mar­
tin, “ there is no question but that the 
sale of the Centre Star is going to be a 
big thing for the camp. The mines are 
improving all the time. There is more 
work going on, and owners realize that 
the more development; work done the 
better it is for the-mitie. The result of 
this development work is that the min­
ing industry was never more prosperous 
in Rossland than it is to-day. The de­
velopment of many claims has proved 
their value. You take the War Eagle. 
It is about a year and a half since the 
Gooderham-Blackstock syndicate bought 
that, and the shares have risen in value 
from $1 to $3. In the mine they have 
got immense bodies of ore. The No. 1, 
which is on the rear of the War Eagle, 
was a prospect when purchased by the 
British America Corporation. They are 
now only down about 60 or 70 feet, and 
yet are already in a very large body of 
valuable ore. Mr. Mackintosh, resident 
director of the British America corpora­
tion, told me that he had not the slight­
est doubt that the mine would turn out 
to be one of the very best in the camp- 
Work is also going on on the Columbia 
and Kootenay and the Nickle Plate 
mines, belonging to the British America 
corporation.”

TO WORK THE “ NOVELTY."
The Novelty claim, in Rossland camp, 

will be under steady development within 
a few days. A deal was consummated 
in Spokane Thursday which insures the 
speedy development of the property, and 
which makes it almost a certainty that 
it will be added to the camp’s producers 
before the available funds aré spent. 
The Novelty claim adjoins the Giant, 
which is lately coming into prominence 
in Rossland. It is due to the excellent 
result of the development work on the 
Giant that the Novelty will be worked. 
The claim has been the property of the 
Novelty Gold Mining company, of Spo­
kane. It now passes into th> hands of 
the Novelty Mining & Smelting com­
pany, of Rossland, a new couip-iuy whose 
organization has just been accomplished.

FOR EXHIBITION IN BOSTON.
The C. P. R. is preparing an exhibit of 

minerals for Boston in order to demon­
strate to capitalists in the East the great 
value of British Columbia’s mineral coun- 
try, so as to induce capitalists to invest 
in our mining resources. What is want­
ed for this exhibit are good specimens of 
gold, silver, copper, iron, or any other 
mineral of commercial value, .but par­
ticularly c’opper. Parties sending speci­
mens in will also prepare information 
about the location, width of vein, size of 
deposit, length of vein, assay value and 
distance from road. Specimens should 
be about 50 pounds in weight, so as to 
make a thorough good show.
ANOTHER CARIBOO DIVIDEND.
The Cariboo Mining company operating 

the Cariboo mine in Camp McKinney de­
clared its twentieth dividend yesterday. 
The payment is the usual one of two per 
cent aggregating $16,000. This is prob­
ably the last regular dividend that will 
be paid by the old company, the mine

son

DESTRUCTION OF FORESTS.
1Destruction by fire of the magnificent 

forests on the San Gabriel reserve in 
California appals the people who depend 
upon that watershed for their supply of 
the life-saving fluid. In a few days mil­
lions upon millions of feet of fine timber 
have been reduced to ashes, the moun­
tains laid waste, and the lands below 
exposed to the freshets which are inevit­
able in the spring of the year.

Reckless waste of timber is one of 
the curses of the Western country. Na­
ture in her infinite wisdom provided" 
storehouses and reservoirs for the valleys 
below, promising crops and homes tor- 
people in new generations. Man, the- 
most destructive animal in nature's do­
main, wantonly levels what was intend­
ed as his savior. This reckless disre­
gard of nature’s laws has in a large mea­
sure exposed the Coeur d’Alenes to fresh­
ets which each year are more alarming. 
The miner is compelled to build expen­
sive plants to maintain a water supply 
during the year, while the woodsman 
is forced each year farther and farther- 
back into the hills to get timber. Even 
with the enormous supply of timber on 
Pacific Coast mountains the time is com­
paratively short when the denuding of 
the mountains by the lumberman and the 
careless hunter will make a gradual but 
unwelcome change in the atmospheric 
conditions. No attempt has been made- 
nntil recent years to guard this priceless 
possession of timber. Season after sea­
son fires have destroyed acres of giant 
trees, and the sudden rushes of water 
when the snows are exposed to fierce 
summer suns are gradually depriving the 
hills and dales of their nourishment,

The laws for the protection of forest 
reserves are not stringent enough to 
meet the crime. The offense of wanton 
destruction merits a long term in the 
penitentiary, and the careless hunter and 
camper who starts the • blaze which re­
moves hundreds of acres ofHimber from 
the public domain should be forever 
barred from enjoying the delights of the 
mr untains.

Older nations guard their forests with 
jealous care. The felling of a single tree 
without authority is a penal offense in 
some countries. In others it is required 
that where a tree is cut down another 
must be planted in its place. There is a 
great work to be performed in this 
state by the forestry reserve commis­
sion now just beginning its labors. On 
a proper beginning depends the results 
to be achieved in the future. If the 
present officials can teach the wandering 
hunter and woodsman that -the timber 
is public property, and not for the pri­
vate individual who chances to admire n 
conflagration, it will have a salutary ef­
fect on the next generation.—Spokane 
Spokesman-Review.

THE QUEBEC COMMISSION.

Matters of importance have been over­
shadowed by the war. Amoug these has 
been the work now well in hand by the 
United States and Great Britain joint 
high commission, in session this week at 
Quebec.'

The work mapped out for this commis­
sion by the two governments represent­
ed is of tremendous importance to the 
people of this country and Canada, and 
British Columbia. Among other ques­
tions, it will deal with that peotaining 
to “such readjustment and concessions as 
may be deemed mutually advantageous 
of customs duties applicable in each 
country to the products of the soil or in­
dustries of the other, upon a basis of 
reciprocal equivalents.”

In other words the great doctrine of 
reciprocity, as amplified and advanced by 
James G. Blaine, is now under consider­
ation by a joint commission representing 
the United States and Canada. Freer 
trade relations are under direct official 
consideration.

Public sentiment in this state and Brit­
ish Columbia is unmistakably outspoken 
in favor of freer trade relations. Spokane 
is the natural market for the rich and 
growing mining districts of western Brit­
ish Columbia. Our neighbors across the 
border would derive " Immense benefits 
from the competitive markets which 
would be opened to them by a substantial 
plan of reciprocity, and a new impetus 
would be given to the commercial inter­
ests of this state.

This is a matter of such overshadow­
ing importance that it calls for prompt 
consideration by the chamber of com­
merce.—Spokane Spokesman-Review.

THE NEW CABINET.

Mr. Semlin has so far succeeded in 
securing four members of his cabinet 
The latest addition is Mr. Hume, of 
Nelson, who takes the portfolio of pro­
vincial secretary and minister of mines. 
Mr. Semlin has taken the chief commis- 
sionership of lands and works; Mr. Cot­
ton becomes minister of finance and agri­
culture; Mr. Joseph Martin becomes 
attorney-general, and for the time being 
has charge of the department of educa­
tion; Dr. McKechnie, member for Na­
naimo, has been appointed president of 
the council, without any portfolio. 
There is one appointment yet to be 
made, and fro mlatest advices it will not 
be filled for some time. An effort will 
no doubt be made to secure some person 
from Vancouver Island for the vacancy, 
but at present there appears to be diffi­
cult yin arranging the matter.

There is no mention of the ministers, 
as yet, returning to their constituencies 
for re-election, which, according to the 
constitution is demanded of any minis­
ter accepting office under the crown. 
We are not aware that there is any 
specified time in which ministers must 
seek re-election, but the invariable cus- 

has been to have the elections held 
as soon after acceptance of office as pos­
sible.

It seems a pity that the department 
of agrictflture could not be given to a 
person who has some practical know­
ledge of this very important industry. 
Mr. Cotton is no doubt in many respects 
a clever man, but the public has yet to 
learn that he is an agriculturist. It is 
difficult for any government to arrange, 
all matters as they should, but we are 
bound to say that the department of 
agriculture has not received the atten­
tion in the past it should have, and the 
future evidently promises nothing, more 
than has been the case heretofore.—Ver­
non News.

^FRIENDSFREVA1LEP ^
A Ninon Toronto Womau WlflH 

ttao Floor Daring the Night for Hoars
at a Time—She Mokes ■ Statement.
TORONTO, ONT,—"E was troubled 

with nervousness. It waa Impossible for 
me to keep still and if the spells came 
over me during the night t had to get up 
and walk the floor for hours at a time. 
My blood was very poor and I was subject 
to bilious attacks. My feet would swell 
and I was not able to do my own house­
work. I treated with two of the best 
physicians here but only received relief 
for a time. I became discouraged. One 
day a friend called and advised me to try 
Hood’s Sarsaparilla. -I laughed at the ad­
vice but I was prevailed upon and pro­
cured one bottle. Before I used it all I 
began to feel better. I took several bot­
tles and also several boxes of Hood’s Pills. 
Now I can eat and drink heartily and 
sleep soundly. Hood’s Sarsaparilla has 
entirely cured me and also strengthened 
me so that I now do all my own work. 
I cheerfully recommend Hood’s Sarsapa­
rilla to all sufferers from nervousness, 
weakness or general debility.” Mbs. H. 
p. Pakm, Pegra8si Street._________  .
HOOd’8 PillS cmj to op’eraU.”» £uu. '

tom

“Aw, really, now,” asked the foreigner, 
“are you all free and equal In this bloo 
log country?”

“You bet wê are,” answered 
tlve. “A rich man doesn’t have to pay 
any more war taxes than' a poor one.”— 
Indianapolis Journal.

the na-

The Colonist has been asked why it 
did not print Misa Flora Shaw’s views 
on the administration, of the Yukon. It 
did not do so for the very best of rea­
sons, namely, that Miss Shaw did not 
give the Colonist information which the 
London Times was paying for exclusive­
ly. Critical people, and there are many 
such everywhere, should think twice 
before forming opinions as to why things 
are done or not done by a newspaper.

Miss Flora Shaw’s trip from London 
to Dawson in 31 days, with a delay of 
five days at White Horse rapids, will 
show our friends in the Old Country 
that we are not so very far off after all.

“Ha! Ha! Ha!” is the best the 
Times can say in reply to the Colonist. 
Is not this another proof-reader’s error, 
a la night-blooming sirius, and was it 
not meant for “ Hee-haw ” ?

me is your utter indifference to the les­
sons taught by other places.” 
laid its first block of wood paving with 
fear and trembling, although long 
stretches of it were in use in Tacoma. 
While the people of the former city were 
wondering what they should use to pave 
streets with, a mill within half a mile 
of the postoffice was sawing cedar blocks 
night and day to" be used for street pav­
ing in Indianapolis; and the papers re­
ported a heavy order from London for 
the same sort of material. In Victoria 
we are all wondering what possible ma­
terial can be found that will do to make 
streets out of. Meanwhile Vancouver 
is laying asphalt by hundreds of yards 
and finding it work perfectly. Of 
course, it rains in Vancouver sometimes, 
and this may render the experience of 
that city unsuitable to Victoria. How­
ever, one thing is sure; the Femwood 
road property owners are moving in 
the right direction, and it is to be hoped 
that no mischief-making alderman will 
get in the way of the proposed improve­
ment.

tution act does not say in so many words 
that members of the executive council 
must be members of the legislature, but 
there is more of the constitution of Brit­
ish Columbia than is embraced in that 
act. The British North America act, 
1SG7, does not provide that the mem­
bers of the executive council of Can­
ada shall hold seats in parliament, but 
no one would pretend for a moment that 
it contemplated that they should not, for 
the reason that the preamble to the 
act specifies that the constitution of the 
Dominion shall be similar in principle to 
that of the United Kingdom, and ac­
cording to the British constitution min­
isters must be responsible to parliament 
and must hold seats in that body. By 
the terms of union between British Co­
lumbia and Canada it is expressly agreed 
that responsible governments may be es­
tablished, and we contend that the con­
stitution act was passed with the inten­
tion of introducing it. Indeed, it is ex­
pressly stated in the act that it shall be 
construed in connection with the terms 
of union.
the act as it originally 
cites this portion of the 
of union. The act then goes on to vest 
the administration of affairs in the Lieu- 
tenant-Govemor-in-council. using the 
same phraseology as is employed else­
where to describe responsible govern­
ment, and further providing that mem­
bers of the executive council may be 
eligible for election to the legislature. 
It does not state in so many words that 
they must be elected, but this follows by 
necessary inference, for how can there 
be responsible government if the Lieu­
tenant-Governor can surround himself 
with advisers not responsible to the 
people? We repeat that we do not think 
the contention can possibly be sustained 
that members of the executive council 
need not hold seats in the legislature, and 
can hardly believe that the new minis­
ters will attempt to justify their un­
precedented delay in offering for re- 
election by any such claim.

The authority to issue writs for elec­
tions to fill vacancies such as now exist 
in the legislature by reason of the accept­
ance of office by the new ministers is 
vested in the Lieutenant-Governor. The 
act does not say that he shall be gov­
erned in fixing the time for holding the 
election by the advice of his executive 
council, but this follows as a matter of 
course from the fact that this is a Brit­
ish province and enjoys responsible gov­
ernment. Hence the responsibility for 
the unprecedented delay in bringing on 
the by-elections rests upon the ministers 
and no one else.

Tibe Colonist Seattle

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 1. 1898.

GUBERNATORIAL INCONSIST­
ENCY.

r
We have had the correspondence pub­

lished. We would now like to have 
one on behalf of the Lieutenant-some

Governor, and we do not mean the Pri­
vate Secretary, but some one of his min­
isters or one of their newspaper organs, 
to tell the public why the late ministry 
were dismissed. No living man can decide 
from the correspondence. Writing to 
Mr. Turner on the 8th of August, the 
Lieutenant-Governor tells him that the 
conduct of the ministry since July 14th 
has influenced him to such an extent 
that he must no longer delay in calling in 
ministers in whom he has full confi­
dence. In his letter to Mr. Turner of

THE MORAL OF THE BRITISH 
COLUMBIA COUP.

August 15th, he tells him that he has 
had no confidence in his ministers since 
July 13th. Yet on July 14th he says 
that his reason for declining to accept 
the recommendations of his ministers is 
that he believes the verdict of the elect­
ors was adverse to them. There is no 
way in which these statements can be 
reconciled.

The course of events has demonstrated 
how utterly unjustified was the conduct 
of Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes in dis­
missing the Turner government. The 
experience of Mr. Heaven in his efforts 
to form a cabinet was the most complete 
proof that could he desired of the un­
wisdom of the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
action. Mr. Beaven met With utter fail­
ure, and in his interview explaining his 
failure, he showed that Premier Turner 
possessed the confidence of the newly- 
elected assembly to a greater extent than 
anyone else. For one thing, the results 
of the Cassiur election having become 
known, and it having transpired that one 
if the new opposition members was un­
questionably disqualified, it became clear 
that the Turner government had a clear 
majority of one. It also became evi­
dent that the opposition to the Turner 
government was not a homogeneous op­
position. It could not agree upon a 
leader, and was split into three factions, 
none of which could carry on the govern­
ment of the Province. Mr. Semlin’s ef­
forts at cabinet-making have but con­
firmed the fact which Mr. Beaven’s ex­
perience established. It may be possi­
ble that he will succeed in patching tip 
a temporary ministry. But it will be a 
ministry divided against itself, each sec­
tion of which accepts office only for the 
purpose of gaining further time to sub­
vert the influence of the others, and it 
will be a ministry which, after all, will 
probably find itself in a minority when 
the legislature assembles. It is a most 
creditable sign of the times that the 
action of Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes 
has been so generally condemned. This 
shows how educative has been the pro­
test made by Sir: Charles Tupper in 1896 
against Lord Aberdeen’s action after the 
last federal elections. It indicates that 
the people realize how essential it is to 
good government that the principles of 
the constitution shall be rigidly adhered 
to—how necessary that the representa­
tive of the crown shall be an impartial 
umpire in the contentions of political 
parties. Every condemnation of Lieu­
tenant-Governor Mclnnes’ action has 
been, inferentiaily, a condemnation of 
Lord Aberdeen’s action, and a vindica­
tion of the position taken by Sir Charles 
Tupper in reference thereto. For the 
action of Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes 
was taken on precisely the same grounds 
as that of Lord Aberdeen. Both claimed 
the right to act upon information and 
advice obtainei, otherwise than from 
their constitutional advisers; both un­
dertook to abrogate the undoubted con­
stitutional right 6f their ministers to 
carry on government, if desirous of do­
ing so, until the meeting of the new par­
liament, by refusing to act upon their 
ministers’ recommendations as to the 
conduct of public affairs, pending the 
meeting of the pew parliament. In the 
case of Lieutenant-Governor Mclnnes, 
the public perhaps more quickly appre­
ciated the point involved, because it be­
came so evident that his action was dic­
tated even more by a desire to advance 
the political interests, of his son than 
the interests of ,a party. But the prin-

and if

Moreover the preamble to 
passed 
terms FIRE PROTECTION.

Victoria has so few serious fires that 
people are hardly awake to the ineffi­
ciency of their protection. Fortunately 
the character of the buildings in the 
city and their distribution is not favor­
able to a conflagration; but it would be 
a mistake to rest in security on that ac­
count. When a fire once gets under 
way, it violates all known laws. The 
writer of this article recalls an occasion 
when a village of less than a thousand 
people was almost destroyed by fire. 
The houses were nearly all isolated, but 
when the fire once got under way that 
made no difference. It burned every­
thing in its path. There is no reason 
to suppose that a large fire, that is an 
intensely hot fire, produces atmospheric 
effects which are not understood. The 
great fire in St. John, N. B., which was 
by far the largest fire ever to occur in 
Canada, and, next to the Chicago fire, 
probably the worst in America, acted 
contrary to all preconceived ideas. 
Buildings supposed to be fire-proof of­
fered no more resistance than if they 
had been built of the dryest pine. Huge 
structures simply melted before the ter­
rible element. So that, while we are 
as safe in Victoria as most places in 
respect to the character of our buildings 
and their distribution, we are not so 
safe that we can afford to disregard every 
reasonable precaution. The suggestion 
has been made that a fire-boat is needed. 
There can be no doubt about that. The 
great advantage of a fire-boat is that 
it makes it possible to attack a fire from 
the water-front, a matter of the great­
est importance when a fire jfccurs near 
the wharves. Another thing that is 
needed is a salvage corps. This is some­
thing which the fire underwriters might 
properly take up. The need of it is 
suggested • by the letter of Mr. Elliott 
read atftthe meeting of the city council 
on Monday night. These are matters 
that ought to receive immediate consid­
eration. We ought not to dwell any 
longer in a fool’s paradise in regard to 
our safety from fires.

Hon. Mr. Semlin and his colleagues 
have accepted the responsibility of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s action. It is
about time they told the people how they 
justify it. What are they going to say
was the reason for the Private Secre­
tary^ letter of July 13th? Which of the 
Lieutenant-Governor’s explanations do 
they intend to rely on? If they intend to 
claim that his act was justified by the re­
sult of the elections, how are they going 
to show that he knew what that result 
was, and how are they going to harmon­
ize such an explanation with the rea­
sons advanced by His Honor in his sub­
sequent letters? If they justify his ac­
tion by the allegation that his ministry 
had lost his confidence on July 13th, how 
will they explain a loss of confidence on 
that date for reasons occurring after it? 
If they lost his confidence on the 13th, 
did they possess it on July 12th, and if 
so, what happened between days to de- 
stoy it?

NATIONAL CHILDISHNESS.
That the Americans are a great people 

Will hardly be denied. But that with 
all their greatness they are a childish 
people is equally manifest. They have 
exploited the minor incidents of the late
war as though they were the first in­
stances in which men showed ordinary 
courage. Their own war of secession was 
full of happenings displaying sublime 
valor, but they are all forgotten and a 
few affairs, not in the least out of the 
ordinary, as naval and military achieve­
ments go, that is from the standpoint of 
courage, are being magnified in a most 
ludicrous fashion. It was. a courageous 
fling, no doubt for Lieut. Hobson to 
sink the collier Merrimac in Santiago 
harbor, but we hope for the credit 
of our common Anglo-Saxon origin, that 
there are hundreds of men who would 
have done, -or at least tried to do, the 
same thing. Such deeds are not 
common - imall ware. We recall now the 
gallant - d«dp> it the little party which 
blew up tfcsLWee'.of Delhi. But why 
specify jflftote? Has not the expres­
sion “forlornhope” received a recogniz­
ed meaning‘fii'the language? But it
r.pt to makeethpse o 
^ragigph Mmsbeku 
by à pôrtiaif o jfffe

STREET IMPROVEMENT.
We learn that a petition will shortly 

be presented to the city council asking 
that Fernwood road shall be improved 
on the local improvement plan. The 
petition, it is said, only applies to that 
part of the street which lies between 
Yates and Pandora, the reason being 
that the city owns the west side of the 
street, between Yates and Fort, and if 
it were proposed to extend the improve­
ment much beyond Pandora, it would be 
necessary to provide for the costly fill-’ 
ing up of the sand-pit, that has been 
opened partly on the street. The pro­
posal is that the street shall be widened 
by taking off twenty feet from the lots 
on the west side, by macadamizing the 
roadway and laying an eight-foot side­
walk on each side. The promoters of 
the improvement have said nothing about 
the portion of the street next Fort, be­
cause they suppose that the city would 
naturally make the improvement to 
cover this part. The widening of the 
street here would be made by cutting a 
piece off the school grounds, and it can 
be very well spared. We hope that no 
obstacles will be thrown in the way of 
the work, for the proposition is certainly 
a step in the right direction. Have the 
promoters of the improvement thought 
about the use of asphalt for either the 
street or the sidewalks ? That street 
offers an excellent chance for trying the 
asphalt after the plan adopted in Fred­
ericton, N. B., to which Mayor Redfem 
made some reference last year. The 
history of asphalt sidewalks in that little 
city may be of interest to Victorians.
The first asphalt laid was put down in a 
very formidable way. The earth was 
dug down to à depth of two or more 
feet; a foundation was made of flat 
stones; macadam was put upon this; on 
this a course of gravel was laid; on this 
sand, and on top of all the asphalt It 
made a fine piece of sidewalk, and will 
probably last until the crack of doom.
Two hundred yards were laid in this 
way. The next two hundred yards were 
laid with only the macadam, gravel and 
sand. Then they began to do away with 
the macadam ; then with the gravel, and 
finally they came to the conclusion to 
spread a coating of loam and sand, roll 
it well, trim it so as to give it drainage, 
and put the asphalt down on that.
This is the plan adopted now; it works 
satisfactorily, and the city has miles of 
good asphalt sidewalk, which cost very 
little money. It is understood that there 
exists in the mind of some aldermen an 
insuperable objection to this sort of work 
in Victoria. It is alleged to be due to 
a fear that rats will undermine the side­
walk, or the rain will play havoc with 
it, or something else will happen. We 
are not altogether sure just what Is the 
matter with Victoria; but apparently 
there is something, which makes street 
pavements and sidewalks, sufficient for 
the wants of every other place in the 
world, from cities of 5,000 people up to 
London, inapplicable here. This unwill­
ingness to profit by the experience of 
other places is almost a western charac­
teristic. A distinguished Englishman 
was interviewed in Seattle some years 
ago, and;’ of course, was asked what his 
impression of the country was. :: His re­
ply was: “The first thing that strikes latest information from the North.

THE LOSS OF THE STIKINE 
CHIEF.

un-

rd-had read the Colo­
nist’s remarks on the losstof the Stikine 
Chief a little more carefully, he would 
not have said they were almost criminal. 
We reproduce the paragraph:

If Mr. W. A. Wa

ciple was precisely the same;
Mr. Mclnnes’ ion Live appeared the more 
gross, it does but indicate to what dan­
gerous and scandalous uses the preroga­
tive may be perverted when once the 
constitutional rules which govern its 
exercise are departed from. . Obviously 
the only safe course is to insist in every 
instance upon the strict observance of 
those rules. That was the great prin­
ciple for which Sir Charles Tupper con­
tended on his resistance of Lord Aber­
deen’s conduct. Sir Charles Tupper 
knew that, once established, “ the fatal 
precedent would plead ” for further and 
perhaps grosser violations of the consti­
tution; and events have fully justified 
Sir Charles Tapper’s prescience. It was 
a small matter to Sir Charles Tupper 
personally whether he remained in office 
a few days more or less, or whether Mr. 
Gooderham did or did not get a senator- 
ship—indeed, he no doubt anticipated 
the misrepresentation to which he would 
be subjected, and must have realized 
that, personally, it would have been far 
pleasanter to him to have taken the 
courtier’s course of agreeing with the 
Governor-General, whether right or 
wrong. But it was a great matter with 
Sir Charles Tupper that the principles 
of' responsible government. which have 
been won at so much cost in Canada, 
should not be subverted and imperilled, 
and he obeyed the mandate of duty 
rather than the suggestions of personal 
convenience. There was not the least 
doubt amongst those who could, look be­
yond the smoke of party conflict that 
when history should come to be written, 
Sir Charles Tupper's services to the 
cause of popular government in thus 
contending for a principle vital to Its 
existence would be- recognized and ex­
tolled. It must be particularly gratify­
ing to the Conservative leader to know 
that -the verdict of history is anticipated, 
and that the propriety and importance 
of the principle for which he contended 
is to-day being so generally recognized 
by his contemporaries.—Winnipeg Tele­
gram.

was
observations that this 
n. It was suggested 
girl who kissed Hob­

son, which is now going the rounds of 
the papers. She is a St. Louis girl, and 
she asked the Lieutenant to kiss her 
very public occasion. Hobson was doubt­
less a brave man. Some may say that 
Miss Arnold, the lady in question, 
a bold woman, and that courage and bold­
ness were well met. But we do not think 
that the inference as to the lady’s char­
acter is necessarily correct. She 
simply carried away by the enthusiasm 
of the moment, and her unmaidenly ac­
tion was the legitimate outcome of the 
particular species of hero worship, in 
which the people of the United States 
are now indulging. Of course the

Advices received in San Francisco 
from the North confirm, under the 
Juneau date of August 10, the news 
brought to this city some days ago of 
the loss of Mr. J. A. Mara’s stern-wheel 
steamer, the Stikine Chief. The more 
recent advices state that, however, the 
disaster was not due to storm or ordinary 
circumstanbes of weather or sea, but to 
an explosion, and assert that the crew 
and passengers—43 in all—were undoubt­
edly lost. That it was an explosion that 
caused the loss of the steamer is inferred 
by the Dora’s crew from the fact that 
most of the wreckage picked up was 
broken into small bits. This wreckage 
was found in latitude 38:38 north,' longi­
tude 142:13 west, on the morning of the 
6th instant. Mr. J. C. Calbreath, who 
came down from the North by the Cot­
tage City last evening, states that no 
later news than that contained in the 
letter referred to, from the captain of 
the Dora, had reached Juneau prior to 
the calling of the Cottage City. Nor 
had any word been received of the safety 
or otherwise of the towing steamer, 
which it was to be presumed had picked 
up the passengers and crew of the river 
craft. The latter had had a collision 
with her consort soon after starting out, 
and had damaged her cylinders. She 
was also leaking badly at last accounts, 
and from the splintered nature of the 
wreckage, it was a fair deduction that 
there had been an explosion, although 
the vessel was not, of course, proceeding 
under her own steam. The inference 
that all on board have perished was not, 
however, to be drawn from the meagre 
information in the possession of those 
most interested.

on a

was

was

pa­
pers are responsible for the sensational 
features of the affair. If it had hap­
pened m Germany, the most that would 
have been said about it would have been 
that during the reception one of the lad­
ies kissed Hobson, and even her name 
would not have been known to any but 
her immediate friends. But our neigh­
bors do things on a different plan. They 
give the lady’s pedigree. They print 
her portrait They describe her 
sonal charms, until the reader, if of the 
masculine sex, is inclined to wish that 
she would distribute her kisses a little 
more promiscuously. They surround the 
simple little kiss, which probably did not 
take three seconds, with descriptions of 
a lithe form, graceful proportions and 
all the other little aids to osculatory 
joyment until one fancies that, instead 
of a little peck at the girl’s cheek or 
lips; the Lieutenant gathered her in his 
mans, contemplated her" fair proportions, 
which an enthusiastic writer describes as 
simply perfect, and then hi "an ecstacy 
•of bliss completed the embrace with 
smack ns loud as the explosioii of the 

AH of which shows that 
there is such a jibing as national child­
hood, and that-our excellent neighbors 
are, in , some respects, . just passing 
through it.

per-

In this paragraph there is given the 
substance of a San Francisco Associat­
ed Press despatch, which was sent all 

America and doubtless to Europe.

en-

over
This despatch is summarized in the 
Colonist’s paragraph, in the first four 
sentences ending at the words, “the 6th 
instant.” Having summarized the 'des­
patch, the Colonist proceeds to show 
how apparently little. information there 
was for it, and it is expressly stated that 
the Stikine Chief was- not proceeding

CAN SEMLIN GOVERN ?
What the outcome will be of the ex­

traordinary attempt at governing this 
country that is being made by Mr. Sem­
lin it is hard to say. Seeing that Mr. 
Semlin has a majority in his cabinet of 
responsible men, instead of the respon- 
sibles who tried to rule by sheer gall, it 
may be that they will recover a certain 
amount of assistance from the Turner 
party, an advantage which the country 
gets as a result of party lines not being 
introduced. Should Mr. Semlin do 
what, in their mind, they consider right, 
the members of the late government will 
most certainly not stand in their way. 
Should, however, as certain Liberal 
papers intimate, there be an attempt 
made by the Bostocrats to force the 
hands of the premier, to the detriment 
of the province, there can be but one 
result—tiie overthrow of the government 
and a fresh appeal to the people. So 
peculiar, however, are the circumstances,

Merrimac.

This was theunder her own steam, 
inference which the Colonist reporter 
drew from the fact that she was in tow 
of the Fastnet, and which Mr. Ward 
draws from his knowledge of the insur-. 
ance contract Whether in point of fact

DO THEY INTEND TO OFFER ?

she had steam up is not known, but 
without express proof it is to be pre­
sumed she had not It seems rather 
hard that the Colonist should be blamed 
for endeavoring to show, how the San 
Francisco despatch compared with the

Do the members of the Semlin cabinet 
Intend to offef for re-election? We put 
the question in all seriousness. The 
contention" ' is made seriously in some 
quarters that they do not need to do so 

- ' milder the constitution. With this we do 
mat agree. It is true that the constitu­
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BRITAIN SA11
Beady to Stand 

Against the A 
Europe

XJnele. Sam Gan Noj 
Staunchness of] 

Eriendshi»
i

Jir-anc», Germany ai 
Alliance But to 

appoints

London, •‘Sept. L—W, XI 
’the Louden Year Book I
mentions, amplifies the- 
were W#tten by the Speq 
day last regarding Fraud 
word the United States il 
He says that not long afj 
of the date war, the Fred 
conceived a plan the objet ] 
to rescue Spain, to adna 
to American ambition and 
ropean supremacy in the el 
the West Indian world.

By a combination of KM 
diplomatic adroitness, the 
ernment secured the suppa 
continental powers, Germ 
sia included. The stroke 
completely prepared, and 
mained but to secure, if ] 

’ adherence, at least the ta 
neutrality of the English]

At this point the first a 
to the scheme was receive 

l lish people, so reasoned tin 
■ net, have suffered more fi 
. aggression of late years, tl 
nation. Deeply angered 
part of the Americans thi 
reached the limit to their < 
der the menace of Preside 
and here, therefore, is thei 
for an easy and overwhelm

Accordingly the proposil 
matic intervention if it si 
ficient, «r force of arms if 
definitely submitted to Lon

To the unmeasured surpi 
of the French cabinet a rej 
ered to the effect that if 
not directly abandoned, no 
Her Majesty’s 
countenance its execution 1 
forces with the America 
and declare war upon Fri 
supporters as might come 
ance.

The negotiations fell thi 
French government was « 
treat.

governm

THE VALUE OF
Here Ts One Chicago Boy 

That It Meant a Fa 
Him.

John Carmody, the globe 
cago newsboy, who made 
tune celling papers in the 
back at his home, 446 MB 
nue, .says the Chicago Chi 
$1,900 in gold dust to shoe 
terprise. He claims to has 
spent over $4,000 more wM 
and has a claim near Cird« 

i he values at $10,000. When 
his experience in the far 
mody, who is only 17 yeans 

“Does it seem good to 
again? You bet it does. 1 
is a - great place to make a 

•' but CSligaco knocks it all- 
place to live the year rouai 
back again next spring, fl 
papers and keep track of a 
broke the record for -the I 
Seattle and Dawson on the 
have a certificate from the 
customs at Circle City to fi 

“I'hod about 1,600 pape» 
lit-lied in Seattle, and at Ska 
of about 25 fellows jvho had 
papers there tried to steal 
but they didn’t succeed, am 
I got $1 or $1.50 apiece ! 
would ’have sold out the 
$1.50 each, but three days 
rival another chap got in i 
papers a day later than 
had to dower my price to 
could get only a quarter a;

“When ail my papers wer 
oranges -at $1 each, and 
used to get 50 cents for oil: 
boots. For a while I had i 
in town. I made the trip bi 
way and Seattle seven tin 
;pers, selling them along t 
(from 10 to 25 cents each.”

Few youngsters have 
touch as Carmody, who wl 
wd, developed a wandering t 
Aas since been all over this 
sides visiting Germany, Fra 
land as a newsboy and be 
pr?e?t he wears patent ] 
ana dresses in the height <

THE “STAR’S” Ci
Chamberlain To Confer W 

Ministers—The Atlaut 
Services

LoBdoH, Sept. 1.—The M 
eable states that although! 
Mr. Chamberlain has tas 
pains that the public shoull 
his visit to America is entij 
vate nature and family old 
expected he will during his 
wife’s family, invite one ol 
adian ministers to visit hfi 
outstanding questions. Hoi 
berlain shows the keenest! 
iety for the success of the 
ference, believing that cos 
between Canada and the 1 
is the best stepping stone j 
erican co-operation in Chn 
where.

The Elder-Dempster com 
to-day their proposal to caj 
free of cost between Canaq 
mouth, which proposal u 
government declined. Tti 
criticize the fast mail prm 
that Canada’s interest wool 
ter served by a cheap imn 
vice by steamers already I 
time Canada could work uj 
ments of a fact mail servi 
immediate need is a che 
products ofxthe country, « 
Inducement possible to Ei gration.
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