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SCHOOL TANDY BILL.

The Public Meeting at the City Hall
Only Fairly Attended
Last Night.

The Premier and Several Members
of the Legislature Explain
Their Position.

The public meeting in the city hall last
night to discuss the school lands bill was
only fairly attended. The room was not
nearly as well filled as is usual at public
meetings, and towards the end the people
got restless, and numerous interruptions
were indulged in.

Mr. Edward Bragg, the chairman, briefly
opened the meeting, and asked for a fair
and impartial hearing for all the speakers.

Hon. J. H. Turner upon being called said
that he had no information as to who called
the meeting beyond an invitation signed by
«R. H. Jameson, chairman of committee.”
Public meetings had usually been calied by
the Mayor, but as Mr. Beaven had not
called this one, he (Mr. Turner) would like
to hear the views of those who had called it
before he spoke.

This meeting with the approval of the
audience, the chairman invited some of thre
originators of the meeting to come for-
ward. 0 g

Ald. Marchant, though he disclaimed
having anythingtodo with summoning the
meeting, then took the platform. He be-
lieved in discussing the school lands bill
with the mempvers of the legislature, and
stated that he disagreed with the protposed
act. The bill did not set aside lands for an
educational fund, but only provided for
the proceeds of the sale of land warrants
being used for educational purpeses. The
money, however, was to be paid into the

eneral revenue. It was true that the

ands would be ostensibly offered at public

auction, but in reality it was only the land
warrants that would be sold. The bill
would have the eftect of retarding settle-
ment and would induce speculation in pub-
lic lands. He closed by moving that the
meeting disapprove of the bill and that
the city members be requested to vote
against its final reading. .

The chairman again read the resolution
and gave ample time for any person to
second. it, but no one volunteered. Final-
ly Mr. Garland came to the rescue and said
he would second it.

Hon. J. H. Turner, in reply to one of the
contentions raised in the house against the:
bill by Mr. Cotton, thdt selling wild lands
was getting rid of the assets of the prov-
ince, pointed out that while crown lands
did not produce revenue, their sale not
only brought into the treasury the price
for which the land was sold, but as im-
proved or wild lands they wpul& have topay
yearly taxes also. In consequence itcould
not be disputed that the sale of lands in
this way added to the assets of the prov-
ince instead of taking away] from them.
Thousands of acres of idle land were
what might be called a dead asset;
but when sold they would be turned into
live assets. Financial men in England had
advised that the province should revert to
the system of land sales as they preferred
lending on land bringing in a revenue.

In reply to Mr. Marchant he maintained
that it was quite possible that the warrants
would bring more than the upset price at
auction, and though he admitted that a
land boom was bad, a little fillip to real
property just now would not hurtthe prov-
ince.
and took up land would not hold it very
long for speculation, for the
care to keep it unprocfuctive. esides, there
were small farmers who preferred to buy
their land outright rather than pré-empt.
That was one of the things the farm de}l)e-
gates from England had asked for, as the
small farmers in England preferred
to buy and own tbeir places outright.
The intention of the bill was to help the
educational funds, and they could well see
that somethinﬁ of this kind had to be done
when he told them how the expense of edu-
cation had increased from $47,000 in 1881 to
$222,000 this year. While the revenue of
the province had steadily increased, they
must remember that three or four years
ago by stopping land sales some $200,000 a
year had been swept away. -When some
people talked about the decline of revenue
they seemed to forget this: fact. The cost
of education, hospitals, roads and charities
was not borne by the states on the other
side of the line as it was in this prov-
ince.

For its vast extent and small population
the amount spent by British Columbia on
education was not to be equalled in any

art of the world. (Applause.) He (Mr.

urner) was not in fayor of keeping down
education and some way had to be got of
helping to carr{ it_on and the natural way
was to use the lands of the province for this
purpose.

This method was recognized in every
province of the Dominion to-day save Brit-
1sh Columbia. The reason for adopting
the system of sellin% warrants, and then
allowing the land to be taken up on them,
was bécause the method of setting aside
stated sections as in other provinces would
not do_here. With such an extent of
mountain country  in the province, some
of the lots might be on the tops of moun-
tains. To prevent too large quantitiesin
one section being held by one man it was
intended to insert ~an amendment
in the Dill to' the effect that no
location of land warrants shall., be
permitted of largersize than 640-acres. The
intervening lots of goverriment land would
be open to liI)re-em tion.  Besides, even
if  ‘eventually e amount “from
such land sales” grew large, the
house had control of the expenditure fot'
they would haye to vote it. The bill ‘per-
mitted the sale.of 'not more than 500,000
acres in one year, but this lyear the governs
ment only intended to- sel 100,000 acres to
ascertain how the bill worked. Every child
in the province was entitled to an education
and it was the sole aim of the bill to carry
out this idea tothe best possible advantage.
(Aﬁplause.) - Y

r. Turner concluded by saying -that
‘‘If the government succeed in”selling ‘a
certain amount of land for this purpose, it
would enable more of the general revenue
to be s&)ent. on necessary public works, sach
as roads—a most. important. thing for the
settlement of the province.”

The Premier was greeted with applause
as he took his seat. -« r

Mr. R. P. Rithet, M.P.P., thenext speak-
er, said that while he took exception to the
irregular way im which the meeting
had been called, it “was not because
he had not wished to attend
but he I;(eilieved that it ‘shou)d have been
convengd in & more regular way. Heagreed
with Mr. Marchant in one th);ug. that he
{:referred 'a few honest hard working set-

lers to twice the number of spechators
for it’had been his wish and it was to-day
his wish to see this country settled up as
quickly as possible. (Applause.) The gov-
ernment had used every means in the en-
deavor to bring about settlement and had
offered land to settlers, and given them as-
mstance to make roads for themselves. It
had also establis} ed an agricultural depart-
ment to.spread abroad information as to
the country.

Hitherto, however, the result had not to
his mind been satisfactory. He was glad,
therefore, to' see. the government making
another attempt at getting settlers by the
bill now before the house. ‘It had been so
fully explained already that it was not
necessary for him to go into its provisions.
The bill meant ‘just what it said. - Many
people did not realize the enormous extent

he people who bought the warrants,

would not;

nécessury, unless oné had’ not atténdeit

of the province and the small portidn that
had so far been settled. He would quote
them a few figures from which it would be
seen that the 500,000 acres which it was pro-
vided might be sold in one year under the
act was comparatively a paltry amount
compared with the extent of the province.
There were between two hundred and fifty
and two bundred and sixty millions of
acres of land in the province, of
which  the quantity already deed-
ed was only a trifling 1.524,444 acres.
At this rate, taking the ratio for the last
21 years, it would require 3,580 years to set-
tle up the province. (Laughter and ap-
plause.) Looking at the matter in -this
light, was there any great reason for alarm,
even should 500,000 acres be sold in a year
and the proceeds applied to the best pur-
poses for which money could be applied—
the education of the children of the prov-
ince? (Applause.) He had at first heard
objections to the bill from persons who
were oppcsed to speculators. He therefore
‘said he must have some security against
such a contingency. (Applause.) The
Premicr had said he would do all that was
possible to guard against the danger of the
speculators monopolizing the land, and so
it had been agreed that not more than 640
acres in alternate blocks could Dbe
taken up on the  warrants. If
a man bought land, however, and paid
taxes on it he was not likely to keep it out
of use very long. The argument that the
province could not borrow money as easily
when crown lands were sold as when they
were lying idle in the possession of the
province was a mistake. He assured the
meeting that it was quite safe to leave this
bill in the hands of their representatives,
who were only too eager to meet- the views
of the people and to place the country in a
better position than it is now. Their mem-
bers would, he assured them, do what they
could to forward any scheme having in
view the settlement of the country.
(Applause.)

Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken, M.P.P., was
contitmed in his opinion by what he had
heard to-night that the bill was a good one.
It had in it the best means that could be
devised for giving education to the children
of the province. He wishefl to see every
boy and girl given such an education as
would enable them to hold their own in
life. The province required $220,000 for
educational purposes, and it was gmnfair
that the general revenue should be heavily
taxed for it. If people wereinduced fo buy
lands it was a step in the right diréction.
If a man bought land with the warrant he
was not going to hold it unproductive for
the mere fun of paying taxes onit. He be-
lieved in the land being kept for the
setiler, but how were they going to
settle the innermost recesses of the
province? There was a gentleman
(pointing to Mr. Rithet{)who was giving this
matter his attention, who he thought would
bring it about some day. (This allusion to
the British Paciiic was greeted with loud
applause.) "Mr. Marchant had intimated
that the government might divert the mon-
ey obtained under the powers of the bill,
from its proper uses.

Mr. Marchant—*I did not say that.”

That was the impression Mr. Marchant’s
remarks left in his mind, continued Mr.
Helmcken, but he did mnot believe
that the Government or any: member
of the house would permit such-a thing.
Turning to the motion Mr. Helmcken hoped
it would not be passed, for he and the
other members should have an opportunity
to fully discuss the bill, and he believed,
moreover, that the bill would add to the
prosperity of the province.

Mr. Alexander Wilson in one of his char-
acteristic addresses christened the meas-
ure under debate a bill of false pretences,
and held that the government should be
asked to withdraw it.

Mr. R. H. Jameson, who had been chiefly
responsible for the calling of the meeting,
considered that the present expenditure on
education was beyond the means of the
province, and thought that it should be
curtailed. *

Mr. Cotton, M.P.P., héld that the bill was
a reversion of the policy on which the gove
ernment had been returned to power—a
bill for the speculator and against the
people. Incidentally he explained that if
the British Pacific was a good bill, it would
receive his hearty support.

Dr. W. W. alkem, M. P. P., twitted
Mr. Cotton in the face of his remarks
about the British Pacific with his action in
opposing such a bill last year. Some in-
terruptions being raised Dr, Walkem re-
marked that he only brought up that ques-
tion to” show the people that when
they wanted advice they should get it
from a friend and not anenemy. He went
on to explain that his position against the
bill had been that-a person might by pur-
chasing warrants secure land at perhaps
less than it was worth. He did not object
to the bill for educational purposes and he
believed the opposition to ‘it was brought
about by demagogic influences. .He hoped
in committee that amendments would be
made to make 1t acceptable to everyone.

Mr. J. M. Kellie, M.P.P.. had Leard no
argument against the bill that had changed
his support to it. The opponents of the
measure had not given any suggestion as
to-how the government should raise money
for educational purposes. - -

The chairman then put the motion, de-
claring it carried, and a vote of thanks to
the chair being carried the "meeting ad-
journed.

THE DAISY MINE.

Rich Copper Ore Within Four Miles of This
City.

Within four miles of town, on the
north side of Esquimalt harbor and
close to the water’s edge, Messrs. John
Sandycock and J. T. Pearse lccated the
Daisy mineral ¢elaim two years ago. Not
much attention has been paid to it and
the locators not having money at their
disposal for development purposes
have quietly contented themselves
with doing their aussessment work.
Yesterday they brought into town
some fine samples of the ore, and an-
nounce that they have a vein of itat
least three feet in width. The quartz
. carries iron and copper pyrites, some ot
it:rnnning very high in copper. Several
a8says have been made which have rur
$2.50.in gold and even as high s $80 in
‘silver.

A -few days ago Mr. J. M. Burke, of
Rossland, visited the placeand expressed
‘Liitnsell as well pleased with the appear-
.afice of the ore.  Where the development
‘work has been done is just at high water
mark. Theledge can be traced at sev-
‘eral points some distance back from the
shore, but want of capital has prevented
the locators from sinking a shaft further
inland to strike the lead. Messrs.
Sandycock and Pearse are now trying
to interest capital in the undertaking,
and the character of the ore certainiy
shows that that they have a highly
promising prospect, its proximity to
town making it the more valuable.

PR —

A ‘““MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT”’ writes
to the Ottawa Journal commending a
request {)uhliahed bv Mrs. D. O’Connor,
asking friends who attended an ‘‘ar
home ’” given by her last_ week not.to
consider themselves -hound -to make a
formal call on that aecount. - ** Member

That is true, ahd itig senfihle. In Eng-
land, the Journal is. informed, a . call
after an ordinary  *‘at home”?’ s “not

the reception ; and, 28 * Member of Par-
’

liament”’ eays, the strain of social en-
gagements ‘18 considerably lightemed:
thereby.

of Parliament-” vavs'a ¢all of that kind |
18 "‘not reqaired by ‘European ‘cwetomi. |

T HOME FOR ORFEANS

|

apnnal Geperal Meetiog of Sub-
reribers to This Most Charit-
able Institurton.

Favorable Repnrts for the Year Jast
C:osed -T'hs Ufficers
Re elected

The annual general meeting of sub-
scribers to the British Columbia Pro-
testant Orphans’ Home was held yester-
day at the city hall, the attendance
being somewhat limited but including
among others the following true and
faithful friends of the orphanage: Ri.
Rev. Bishop Cridge, Mr. Charles Hay-
ward (in the chair), Messrs. A. C.
Flumerfelt, James Hutcheson, John
Jessop, Charles Kent, L. Goodacre, and

W. J. Dowler, Mrs. Kent, Mrs. Hay-
ward and Mrs. Hutcheson. Immedi-
ately on the conclusion of the routine
business, the annual report of the presi~
dent, Mr. Hayward, was resd as fol
lows: :
LApiEs AND GENTLEMEN:—In presenting
the twenty-third annual report of this in-
stitution, the committee of management
desire to thankfully acknowledge the
liberal support given to the home during
the year, and the kindly manner in which
their special eftorts for the maintenance of
destitute and orphan children have been
received. The internal management of the
home by the ladies’ committee, whose
efforts have been so faitbfuuf' supported
by our experienced and excellent matron,
has been all that could be desired. In the
report of 1893 the cost pér capita was given
at $77.00; in 1894 the cost peér capita was
carefully estimated at  $71.56, and the
minimum was'then supposed 'to have been
reached. This year, however, by the excel-
lent management of the ladies and the
exercise of the greatest vigilance against
any approach to extravagance or waste,
and by the purchiase of supplies on a cash
basis, the cost per ‘capita has been still
further réduced to $69.92, a most excellent
very lowest limit that can be reached. - . <
Allusion was made last year to the un-
fortunate loss sustained by the failure of
Green, Worlock & Co.’s bank, by which all
our current funds were exhausted, besides
leaving liabilities to a considerable amount,
During our present financial depression 1t
was deemed hopeless to att,emFt the liquid-
ation of this amount 'by voluntary con:
tributions,.and it was therefore arranged to
call a special meeting of the subscribers, as
authorized by the constitution, to consider
what steps should be taken to relieve the
burden. At this meeting it was agreed {0
sell the old orphanage property on Rag
street and wipe off the debts, and faili¥g
in that, to secure a further sum on mort
gage at a rate not exceeding 74 per centi
interest. No approved offer having been
received, a mortgage of $2,500 was arrangeg
at the low rate of 6 per cent.
As far as known, all the liabilities of the
home (except the combined mort%ages of
$9,500) have been paid in full to January
31, 1996, including all the running exi
enses of the month, and a balance. of
£750.94 cash now remains in the treasurer’s
hands ‘towards carrying on the, work
of the year. We hope, however, that
our friends will 'not suppose that
having'_ $750 in hand théir - génerous
assistance can be modified or relaxedy

art of the yealeg subscriptions are receiv
ta December and January of each year, an

have only just been collected ; that the cost
of maintenance goes on from day to day;
and that if even the present rate per capitd
can be-continued, at least $3,700 will be res
quired during the year, without any pro<
vision for unforeseen contingencies. w

At the commencement of the year the
success hitherto. attending the division o
the varied work of the managers induce
them to provide for a special standing com-
mittee on finance, and the following were
named:

Mr. E. C. Baker (chairman), Mr. James
Hutcheson, Mr. Noah Sbakespeare and the
secretary, treasurer and . president (ex
officio). The result has been more satis-
tory, and it is hoped thata similar commit-
tee will be continued by our suc¢essors.

The honorary tregsurer’s financial state-
ment, which will be laid before you, recalls
several pleasing features. ‘THe local sub-
scriptions compare favorably with those of
the last four years, while the large sum col<
lected in Nanaimo through the kindly ef-
forts of Messrs. Robins and Potts is very
encouraging; we hope the example thus set
will be followed by similar support in other

laces. The home is" designed for

ritish Columbia "and ‘the needy and
unfortunate are recrived within its shelter-
ing fold entirely without regard to localitfr.
Among the_list of donations- are notably
the united efforts of : several young
ladies in raisin%ltbe sum of $204.75, a charity
ball from which $486.50 was received per
Mrs. D. W. Higgins, a garden party of the
Ladies” Aid of the Methodibt church at the
residence of .Mri. :John :Teague, which
netted $30, 3 garden: fIlmrty iat the residence
of Mrs. C, Vernon, whieh realized $204, and
an - exgursion tper steamer Joan, kindly
furnished gratuitously by the Messrs.
Dunsmuir and Sons, which netted $134.60.
Other welcome donations are thankfully
acknowledged in the hon. treasurer’s and
matron’s reports. To Dr. G. L. Milne, Dr.
John Lang and Dr. T. J. Jones for kindly
rendered professional service, our especial
thanks are due; as also.to the directors of
the Provincial Royal Jubilee Hospital for
receiving “without charge three orphan
children requiring special surgical treat-
ment. ’ ’

There are at presentin the home 24 boys
and 29 girls. all of whom are in excellent
health. During the year the following
changes have taken place:

Number of inmates at last repdrt
“ " admitted . during
the year

Number of inmataes(ll p;dwced in service.. 4

3 13

1 0
taken out by friends18

Total now in Home 53

It may be noted that during the last two
years there have been no bequests or lega-
cies to the home. " It is suggested to those
whose duty ofterr calls them to make dispo-
sition of wealthy testators’ property that'
the orphans might then be kindly remem-
bered, bearing in. mind that the institution
is.supported entirely by voluntary -etforts
and without any state aid.

It has been the faithful desire of thaose to
whom the sacred trust of providing for
these orphan and destitute children has
been confided, while looking closely after
their material comfort and. welfare, to ad-
here -closely to the principles laid down at
the outset ‘ that these little ones are to be
trained for usefulness in the present life,
and for immortal glory in thaywhich is to

‘TokonTo. Feb, '99.—The 'fMail-E:mpir

leorrespandent “at: Otfawa. saysg, ™

mucly vitrer Teeling 18 prey; iling;among |
Coupervarives in reference. to the rem-

1

polifical tontpads whe hope to g‘r(;ﬁ{, :
i c’. l.“Aaé

sfrife.” The difficulties L0i - the
are increaging, and their policy of detép- -
tion is now very near a1t an end.”

showing and one which itis thought is the |

It should be borne in mind that the major|;

{} took place yesterday from St. Stephen’s

| Kum to Wing Yee of a lot in Vancouver

1 [and Mr. J. A. Aikman appeared for the

come.” We firmly believe that our hum-
ble efforts in this direction have been suc-
cessful and have received the blessing of
Almighty God.

Attached to this report was that of the
Honorary Treasurer, Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt,
which may be summarized as follows:

RECEIPTS.

Balance on hand February 1, 1895.§ 33 46
Collections per ladies’ committee.. 75
Local subscriptions 1,046 06
Subscriptions from Nanaimo per

E. A. Potts. ..
Donations
Entertainments
Account of former inmate
Board of inmates.

Mortga%e loan, net proceeds
Green, Worlock & Co., 5 per cent..*
Sundries

DISBUESEMENTS.
Monthly bills for supplies
Telephone rent .
Salaries....... T rE——
Fuel

Furniture

Printing and advertising (three
years’ account)
Improvements Esquimalt property

44 45
Taxes 1

Interest ;

Bank of B. C. forloan necessitated

by Green, Worlock & Co. failure. 1,250 00
Expense account, former inmate.. 205
Legal expenses

Plumbing, etc

Sundries

Total ...................

These reports were received with ex-
pressions of appreciation and were or-
dered to be entered on the minutes, as
also were the reports of the honorary
secretary and the matron, which were
next taken up. )

The election of officers Being proceeded
with in-due course resulted in Mr.
Charles Hayward being again chosen as
president, Mr. A. C. Flumerfelt as hon-
orary treasurer, and Mr. John Jessop as
honorary secretary,The managers for
the new year were alsg chosen, as below :

Rt. Rev. Bishop Cridge, E. C. Baker,
| A. C. Flumerfelt and Charles Hayward
— reEresentigg the Episcopalian
‘churches. 2y e

Rev. W. Leslie Clay, James Hutche-
‘son, Thornton Fell and Robert Erskine
—from the Presbyterian ‘ehurches.

Rev. Solomonf Cleaver, Noah Shakes-
peare, John Jessop and A. J. McLeilan
j —for the Methodist churches.

The committee of ladies was elected
with the following composing it :

Mrs. Charles Kent, Mrs. Charles Hay-
ward, Mrs. J. D, Pemberton and Miss
Carr—Episcopalian churches.

Mrs. G. A. Sargison, Mrs. J. W, Wil-
liams, Mrs. Thomas Earle and Mrs. W.
F. McCulloch—Methodist churches.

Mrs. J. Hutcheson, Mrs. G. L. Milne,
Mrs. S. Clarke' and Mrs. McGregor—
Presbyterian churches.

' After the appointment of a standing
¢ommittee on finance—consisting of E.

row Baker, James Hutcheson, Noah
hakespeare and the officers and ex-
officers—and the adoption of a cordial
Yote of thanks to the retiring officers,
the meeting adjourned, the benediction
being given by Bishop Cridge.

... THE CITY.-

" A'THOROUGHLY high class concert is to

be given at Institute hall on the evening
of March 24, by the Ladies’ Auxiliary of
the Jubilee hospital, in aid of that insti-
tution. The programme is to be under

phe direction of Mme. Laird.

1 A TYPOGRAPHICAL error in the report
6f the steamer Quadra’s cruise which
appeared in yesterday’s CoLoNIsT gave
tlge bearing of a dangerous rock located
én the trip as ‘“ from the rock the north
tangent of Turtle island bears N, 56°
W., true, and north tangent of Mullins
island N. 65° 8., true.” The north tan-
gexét %f Mullins island should bear N.
65 .

. T funeral of the late Mrs. Haldon

church, South Saanich, Rev. Mr. Christ-
mas-officiating. There was one of the
largest assemblages of sympathizing
friends ever gathered together for a simi-
lar purpose in.8aanich. The pall bear-
ers  were: . Messrs. E. John, Collin
Ross, J. Downey, Wm. Thompson, X.
Marcotte and G.. Anderson.

A vatE New Brunswick paper. gives
the news that Dr. Smith, the medical
superintendent . of the Tracadie leper
lazaretto, will shortly pay a second. visit
to this city, with the object of inspectin
the leper colony at Darcey island an
presenting & report to the governmentin
regard to the feasibility of transferring
the Chinese there cared for to Tracadie.
At the latter lazaretto there are now 19
patients, 13 males and 6 females, three
of whom are dying. Leprosy is rapidly
decreasing ie Canada, according to the
 recently issued report of the Minister of
Agriculture, and the humane treatment
of the plague-stricken in the Dominion
aﬂ'o:l'gs a noble example to the rest of the
world.

* TaE suit of T. B. Hall and four Chinese
against See Kum and Wing Yee opened
yesterday before Chief Justice Davie.
The action is brought to set aside a deed
dated September 11, 1889, from See

and to have it declared vested in T. B.
Hall. Mr. H. Dallas Helmcken, Q.C.,

plaintiffs; and Mr. Thornton Fell for the
defendants. The plaintiffs claim that
the ‘Chinese plaintiffs and defendant See
,Kum and others were carrying on busi-
‘ness as partners under the name of
Quong Woo Co., and thatthe firma owned
ttielot in question, but held the title in
the name of two members, Quong Woo
and See Kum, who were to hold it in
trust for the company. “The lot was sub-
sequently sold under sheriff’s sale to
Mr. Hall under 2 judgment. See Kum
conveyed his interest to Wing Yee with-
out the consent of the firm. The de-

fendant See Kum denies that the pro-|gontrines.
perty was bought on: behalf of the firm .\@gly been shown by she getters up of
g

and the defendant Wing Yee allegeg
that he wasa bona fide and innocept
urchaser. ‘The case goes on this mopn-
ing at 10:80. ) i R

saye

| Topr wre, Animme Wiim alis chyng o Oastaoris -

! 4 gy L [Eme |
edinl imcasure déapite, the EffortgoL, he, |

LR an gl v tneny ¢ metoris

4 received.

trustees attended .this public meeting in

" | board, 'not-of the individuals.” No one but

tion of the-board, and.she had done as  she
had thought best in announcing the course
she bad pursued- when the .action under
discussion waa before the. .. Mr. Mc-
| Neill certainly was'dealing with the action
Gubng (o the ecn, e het Crely
:quent to'the Mmeetitig; i’ nly treat-
ed/Mr. Haymm‘;w‘i& R i

TEACHERS MUST LEARN

The Board of Trustees Will Not
Tolerate Public Criticism at
Their Hands.

Principals MeNeill and Miss Cam-
eron Taken to Task for
Insubordination.

An Apology Demanded From the
Former W:thin Forty-
Eight Hours.

The board of school trustees at a special
meeting last evening manifested a very
firm determination to resent the public
criticism by the school teachers of their ac-
tion in re-arranging salaries, and particu-
larly the part taken by certain members of
the teaching staff at the public meeting re-
cently held at the city hall. This matter
came upalmost as soon as the opening rou-
tine had been disposed of, Chairman Hay-
ward introducing the subject with an ex-
planation of the controversy between him-
self and Principal McNeill of the North
Ward school, commencing at the
&ublic meeting referred to. At that meeting

r. McNeill had questioned the accuracy
of his statement in reference to the percent-
age of the reduction made, insisting that
the cut amounted to 14.6 per cent. upon ex-
isting salaries. In this estimate Mr. Mc-
Neill had taken into account the full salary

aid last year in the Fourth division of the

igh school, which division has now been
abolished, estimating the total amount of
this salary as a portion of the cut.. When he
(Mr."Hayward) had pointed out at the pub-
lic meeting the erronecustiess of the con-
clusion arrived at, Mr. McNeill had still in-
sisted that he was right, and had added
that ‘‘figures cannot lie,” the plain
inference being that trustees could. On
the following morninﬁ he had written a
polite note to Mr. McNeill asking him for
the data ug&n which he had based his cal-
culation. r. McNeill answered by tele-
phone that he would make up a statement
as he had not gone to the public meeting
prepared and consequently had not data
ready. Not receiving the statement asked
for and R;omised, he had written again to
Mr. McNeill and eventually received a
reply bearing date of February 22, in
which Mr. McNeill enclosed practically the
same memorandum which he presented to
the ?ublic meeting. In reply to this letter
the following was sent to lVf'r. McNeill on
the 24th instant:
Angus B, McNeill, Esq., Principal North

Ward School:

DEAR S1B,—Your letter of Saturday night
duly to hand. T am surprised that after
three days’ congideration you should at-
tempt to trifle with the matter by sending
such figures. You are well aware ‘that
the aggregate of teachers’ salaries’” wasnot
under discussion at the gublic meeting,nor
was it a subject on which any interest cen-
tred. Thewhole point was the ‘“cut” in
teachers’ salaries. Klse: what sense was
there in the whole tenor of your criticism,
or your particular and emphasized state-
ment ‘‘ that the teachers would not have
kicked against a ten per cent. reduction?”
You id net  then mean that
the employment or otherwise of a!
fourth assistant in the High school |
affected the salaries of thé other' tedchers,
nor did:you attempt to argue that if the
services of a few more_ teachers were dis-

present position. If, on the other hand, he
refused to take the only honorable course
open, the board should ” certainly take ac.
tion. It certainly was more than a personal
matter between Mr. Hayward and Mr. M.
Neill; the actions of the board had been
discussed and the.board had been held up
to ridicule in every possible form. Undey
these circumstances he would suggest that
Mr. McNeill be asked to retract his error
and failing in compliance would move that
someone else be secured in his place. ‘

TRUSTEE BELYEA thought thai the trys.
tees had been guilty of folly in going to tie
public meeting at the city hall, which ha(
ended—as he anticipated it would in a
blow-out for single tax lovers. The commoy,
sense policy would have been to stay away.
and acting om such common sense as o
possessed he for one had not attended.  Ag
to Mr. McNeill, he thought that either a
full and ample apology should be at once
forthcoming; if not Mr. McNeill should b,
immediately dismissed, and other teachers
who occupied the same position should oo
with him. Anotherteacherin particular
shown a marked disposition tow:urd ins
prdmat]on on similar lines, and he tho
it was about time to call her also sharly 1
account. It wasnot for the Single Tax Cly),
the school teachers, the Wonen’s Couue il,
or any other portion of theseallicd forcos to
direct the trustees, and if the board cannot
control the teachers in their relations to t]e
board it was high time that the services of
these teachers should be dispensed with
and other ladies and gentlemen
found to fill the positions Person-
ally he had got his full share of
abuse recently, though as the board wel]
knew he was not at the meeting at which
the action was taken which had since been
so freely discussed. He was not then, nor
was he now in favor of the resolution re-
garding the High school, yet he had been
singled out as an object of personal abuse,
He would like to have it distinctly under-
stood that he would not take this kind of
treatment and not kick back. Mr. McNeill
had had ample time to apologize, :
therefore moved that his services |
pensed with.

The Chairman and Trustee Yates urged
that Mr. McNeill be allowed one more op-
portunity to apologize—give him Saturday
at all events. )

TRUSTEE BELYEA—I think he has had
plenty of time now.

TRUSTEE YATEs—Let him have Sunday,
He can then go to church and learn the
error of his ways.

TRUSTEE McM1cKING thought it was im-

ssible for those at the meeting to

isassociate themselves from their capaci-
ties gfiteachers or trustees. It was not the
duty of a teacher to attend public meetings
and thereendeavor to browbeat or castigate
the members of the board. He looked upon
this as a grave breach of discipline, a very
serious example of insubordination. Tt
was absolutely necessary that discipline
should be maintained or the effectiveness
of the board would be destro;red and edu-
cational interests demoralized. It is not
possible for teachers to take a public stand
against the board without danger to the in-
terests of education, and all teachers should
therefore be given to understand that it
was their duty to teach the children, not
the trustees.

TrRUSTEE YATES to bring the matter to an
issue moved, seconded by Trustee Belyea,
“That Mr. McNeill be requested to send be-
fore 4 p.m. on Monday next, March 2, to
the chairman of this board a full apology
for his misstatements made at the public
meeting on the 19th instant, and upon
his tailure so to do, that he be forthwith
dismissed from the teaching staft’ for mis-
conduct.”

TrUSTEE McMickinGg thought that this
was a little arbitrary and moved in amend-
ment ‘“That the chairman’s calculations be
enclosed to Mr. McNeill with a request for
a justification of his statements at the pub-
lic meeting of the 19th instant and to the
chairman of this board, by Monday next at
4 0’clock p.m., failing ‘'which Mr. McNeill
be dealt with.””

There was no seconder to the amend-

pensed with thc salaries of the remaining |
teachers would be reduced thereby. But if
your present contention and figures!
amount to anything it is plain that the re-|
engagement of an assistant in the High
school would reduce the individaal cut in
all the other teachers salaries; and it fol-
lows as a necessary sequence that if a few
additional teachers are employed the en-'
tire cut would be wiped out altogether, and |
the present staff would be supremely hagpy
in knowing that according to your method
of figuring, their ‘‘cut rates’” could be de-
monstrated to be no reduction at all.

I now repeat, and stand by the re-
marks made by me at the public
meeting, that the average cut in teachers’
salaries for the gear 1896 was less than 10
per cent., and that the present cut rates, if
applied to the whole twelve months, would
be less than 12 per cent.

You have offensively challenged the truth
of this statement, and erdeavored to create
an impression that: 1/lwds’ deceiving the
meeting. And now.having signaliy failed
in making good youraécusatfons against
me, I have to request that: you do me the
justice of admitting the fallacy of your
arguments, and to give it the same publicity '

|
|
I

which your contradiction of my statements .
I shall expect a letter from you
within forty-eight hours to the above effect |
with liberty to publish the same.
Yours truly,
CHAS. HAYWARD.
Mr. McNeill replied by letter two days |
later' acknowledging receipt, and saying: |
‘“ I'have the honor to inform you thatT am
not prepared to admit that my arguments
were fallacious, but if you will prove to my
satisfaction that they were suc¢h ‘as you re-
present, I shall most cheerfiully make the
correction.” ¢
Feeling that he had been treated in a
most unfair and improper manner by M -.
McNeill. and that that gentlemau had bed
ample olpportunity to make the amend
honorable, he now brought the maiter to
the attention of the board, presenting also '
a letter from Shedden, Goward & Co., ex-
pert accountants, in which they stated that
the calculations made by Mr. Williams,
which he had quoted, were strictly correct.
TRUSTEE MRS. GRANT - held that as the
board had decided not to attend the public
meeting referred to as a body, the board
should not now take up the differences be-
tween individuals at that meeting. What-
ever Mr. Hayward had then said had been
said by him as a citizen, not as chairman
of or & member of the hoard. Personally
she did not think justice was done the
matter in. the chairman'’s calculation re-
ferred to, as he had included the salary of |
the truant officer, who is not a teacher.
TaE CHAIRMAN—That is not the case. !
TRUSTEE MRBS. GRANT, continuing, held
that all who were cut were cut on a heavier
percentage than that given by Mr. Hay-
ward. Of course some salaries were in-

calculation on reduced salaries,

tees had been urged to attemd:the publig

meeting at the city hall,. such of th
as accepted the jnvitation > trea $
with gross discourtesy. .8peeches of
the evening were not tq the
bat were chiedy a recitation’ of single t&x

A dagrant lack of courtesy had

eeting. .
‘“PRESTEE YATES pointed out that while
Mirs. Grant was right in saying that the
their individual capacities, it must not be
forgotten that the. eriticisms there made
were directed agginst ‘the actions of the

Mrs.:Grant referred. to -amy individual ac-

the board

subse-
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i-could nat see the erronesusness o
) culations he was' not a’
8..brcribe for The Bemi- Weekly Colonist. 'adept mathematician to retaim his

"dhoourte:{.’ S If e
- his cal-
snmciently

creased, but that did not enter into the g (

TrUsTEE LOVELL observed that the trus- ! :

ment, and in a brief debate which followed

i Trustees Lovell, Saunders, Yates and Bel-

ea contended that ample time for a}oolog
ad already been granted Mr. McNeill
that his offence was flagrant and
his course insulting, and that no excuse
existed. Miss Cameron was also sharply
criticised by Trustees Belyea and Yates,
for misleading and dishonest statements in
regard to the salary reduction, the former
holding that the board had either now to
abrogate their functions, or take these
teachers sharply to task, once and for all
letting them understand their position.
The resolution was adopted, Trustee
Mrs. Grant alone voting in the negative.
The other business of the evening was
very quickly disposed of. Miss Cameron
was instructed to equalize the attendance
in the South Park school divisions so as to
provide for the absorption of the ninth
class by the consolidation of the Eighth
division. The supply committee had
referred to them applications for incidentals
in the schools and also the tenders for
the supply of fuel. To this committee
was also referred a complaint from Mr.
Earle of North Ward that five of his child-

i ren had been sent away from the North

Ward school because they could not obtain
books. The board were agreed thai the
teacher bad no right to take such action,
and asked that the matter be carefully in-
vestigated. Mr. Dallas’ salary as teacher
was increased to $720 per annum, and Mr.
E. F. Doran, secretary of the Teachers’ In-
stitute, was instructed that a report will be
expected from him on the occasion of each
meeting of the association.

Prior to the adjournment Trustee Belyea

! gave notice of his intention to move at the

next regular meeting of the board for the
appointment and gayment of a city super-
intendent of schools, and also to introduce
the following resolution :

‘‘ Whereas by section 33 of the school
act it is the duty of the board of trustees to
provide sufficient school accommodation
and tuition free.of charge to all children in
the district between six and sixteen years
of age; and whéreas by section 36 of the
school act the board of trustees of anfr city
school district may by resolution declare it
is desirable that tuition fees should be paid
in respect of pupils attending at any
high school situate within its limits: and
whereas it is desirabl to maintain the princi-
pleof free education in the public school sys-
tem as provided by said/ section 33 of the
school act; and wgerea this board deems
it advisable that.a tuition fee be charged all
pupils attending the High school over the
age of sixteen years, therefare resolved,
that on and after the 1st — next a tuition
fee of $— per term be paid by all pupils
attending the Victoria High school wgo are
over sixteen -years of age, subject never-

provided in said section 38.”
At last evening’s meeting of the board it
a8 decided to extend the time for the first
giection of the High school tuition fee
3 the first Monday in April.
yannounced that Miss Arrowsmith will
me her class in the Central school on
mday next, while Mr. Muir will con-
linue in charge of the fourth division of the

t at issme 'Bigh school until such time as a perman-

ent arrangement may be made for the re-
taining of his pepyices.

Avmont, Feb, 27.' — Thomas Black-
wood, aged 10 yeare, was killed here by

attempting 40 get on 'a train while in
motion.
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(From Our Own Corresp(
Ortawa, Feb. 23.— The polif
is decidedly interesting. Sir D
visit to Winnipeg to see Arc
wevin and Premier Greenway
?ar-reachin;z effect on the
country. What that may be
days will probably indicate.
is something in ny wind, and
second reading of the reme
peen fixed for Tuesday. M|
<« gomething’’ may, ketfore nye
have resulted in the remedial
required or else completely ir
the draft as it now is before
While it is admitted that 20t
tives may vote against the
notwithstanding Grit boasts
trary. there has been irrefraga
that the large majority of
must at the critical point dese
er and record their votes in
government policy. Yesterds)
trepidation in which these ge
themselves calminated in dir
to the government with a v
promise or settlement of the
culty. Mes=rs. Beausoleil, ©
Lavergne are the leadersin th
which threatens to wreck the
and shatter them into half-a-dg
It may suit the purposes of
men to deny that they are hed]
evidence against them
IS INDISPUTABLE.

So far as the government i
however, its course is clear.
its banner to the topmast,
tinue to fly it there. If the ]
olicy, as represented by the
church and state, can agree
fied measure which Mr. Greg
be able to accept, then no Pro]
well object to such a course bd
It is said that Premier Gree
now realizes the danger of
bill becomlng law. The pas
measure might lead to a log
mined fight between the Dom]
rovince as a result of which,
its side, the Federal power mu
emerge triumphant. Mr. Gred
fore, I am informed, is dISF
concessions, and if only the h
meet him half way, a comprof
ment may be reached.

The members of the comm
culture were greatly taken wit
ertson’s scheme for opening
dressed meat with the Motk
The sum of $300,C3) which pa:
be asked to vote for the purpd
the scheme a fair start, looks 4
but Prof. Robertson contends
this money will realiy be spen
words, that it will be returned

THE DOMINION TREAS]

The Agricultural Commiss
enthusiast in whatever he tak
and if he be given an oppd
surely make the dressed meat
cess. His proposal is to sel
live cattle which reach Montrg
ment to England about 500 he|
kill them in that city, dress th|
beef up .in attractive wrappd
send it forward to England in
for sale in retail depotsin the
of the mother country. Pro
thinks that an average of
pound will be obtained for
cents per(f)ound for second cu
per pound for third cuts, the 1
the sales producing more than
obtained on live cattle shipm
the first year it is anticipated |
ness will run itself. From the
Agriculture committee has
scheme it may be conceded tha
will vote the money.

Dr. Jones, medical superintg
William Head quarantine stat
to the Department of Agriculty
esting report on the operations
tion under his charge last yeay
calls attention to thedifferen|
clarations of bills of health gi
ish consuls in China and Jaj
those of the United States. F
on August 11 last the steame
rived from Japan, and two d
Empress of Japan arrived. Bo
sels presented

BILLS OF HEALTH

from British consuls reporti
from all ports of call with the
Kobe. A day or two later ce
States vessels called at the qua
tion, and looking over the cong
health given by U. S. consu
found cholera was reported af}
Hongkong and Kobe, involvin
and 175 deaths. Dr. Jones poiy
the figures are furnished to th
suls by qualified and responsib.
and to that extent are moj
trustworthy and superior
issued by the British cor
seemingly act on tkeir own reg
It is evident, he says, that Bri
apparently only judge by hear:
the U. 8. consuls - have an off
cate of the condition of the p{g
at the- different ports in thg
Jones therefore suggests that
should be made uniform. Thg
wrintendent reports the app

illiam Head station to be
fect. From November, 1894,
1895, both inclusive, the follo
vessels reparted at quarantine,
British steamers, 54; foreign,
841l 16; foreign sail, 18, The
<abin passengers carried on the
exceeded 14,000 and of steeragel
over 12,000.

The  fourth volume of the
shortly be published. It will
analysis of the manufacturia
chanical establishments of thé
which has occupied the staff' fa
and'has produced

VALUABLE RESULTS.

The establishments of the seve:
have been examined and sep
groups, according to output, fox
of 1891 and for that of 1881, and
the-establishments of the four,
‘Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotl
Brunswick, ‘which provinces
Dominion in the census of 187
béen grouped. This work it
compilation of 169,475 separate
their division into five groups 4
division of the group containing
industries.

The government is being strg
to establish a bureau of statis
solidate the general statistics of
try. At the present time five
Dbartments—Finance, Trade anc
Agriculture, Customs and Inls
are engaged in this work, th
Ing a lack of uniformity of con
triplication or quadrupling of

-quent loss to the country a
Scattered through the reports o
eral departments. Mr. Georgé

& g20od: officer, -but he is cireg|
his work. ' Dr.-Montague realiz
abouttime the existing state o
remedied, and if he returns to
‘his health improved the count
pect to see a decided change in
Parsued: jn . colleeting .and ; of
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