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IRRECONCILABLE.
. The News-Advertiser is thorough in ita
opposition to the Government. It evidently
believes, or wishes others to believe, that
the Government cannot do right and conse-
quently everything it proposes is bad. In
conformity with its creed it pronounces the
Crofter  scheme incnrably 'vicious. ' If it
fails it will injure the province, and. it will
do almost if not altogether as much barm if
it succesds. The Commercial Company, if
it is successful, it declares ““will b a
thorn in the side of the Government, and
will obtain such influence and power that
trouble is certain to arise. = It is not likely
that other companies or individuals will
patiently :submit to the conditions
which alone &n English Company, organized
and managed as this one must necessarily
be if it is to compete successfully with local
parties and the superior advantages which
personal interest in their enterprises will
give the latter.”

It will be observed that our contemporary
is writing about a matter of which, it knows

! absolutely nothing. It has manufactured a
bogie in order to scare its readers, and that
it may produce the effect it wishes it pre-
tends to be dreadfully alarmed at its nature
and appearance. What does the Adver-
tiser know about  the conditions under
which the Commercial Company ‘will bgl
organized and managed? Whois to give
it the wonderful advantages which will
make it impossible for local parties to com-
pete with it? This is a free country and
every man and évery company has just as
many and such advantages. as its capital,
intelligence, skill and enterprise, give it
and no more, and no other.

The Company that undertakes to develop
the deep sea fisheries of this province
will have no special privileges. It does
not ask for, and it will ‘not get
a monopoly. We believe that when
it is established its influence will
be the very opposite of monopelistic.
It will in & great measure create an impor-
tant trade and it must necessarily open up
new markets for the products of its deep sea
fisheries. These markets will be as open to
all others who go into the fishing business
as they will be to the ¢ompany. - Any msn
who has capital and energy will be free to
engage in the business and to get the ad-
vantages of the pioneer work done by the
company. . There will be no oppressive con-
ditions to submit to, but a great -many op-
porjunities to take advantage of. As far ag
the deep sea fisheries’ are concerned, there
will be then, as there is now, a fair field and
no favor.

Itis a pity that the Advertiser is so
blind as not to see the advantages which
the successful development of the deep
sea fisheries will be to the whole

* province. The. circufation of -the large

amount of capital which 'the company will B

have to use in carrying on its 'operations,
.will stimulate every branch of 'btisiness in
the Proyince. It - will have the-effect of
creating new industries, of bringing popula-
tion to the province, and of giving employ-
ment to all who are willing to work. Let a
company, with a capital of five millions of
dollars, do as much busincss as its resources
permit, and it is hard to imagine the good:
it will do in a young and growing - province

like British Columbia.. To assyme that the|
Commercial Compary will ‘be successful, |
and then to predict all manner of evil as the |

result of the success, is certainly a very!

peculiar way of proceeding. . We do not be-{:

lieve that there is & business:man in. the
Province who does not see that, if ‘the com-
pany succeeds, it will confer immense
benefits on the Province. The -Advertiser
is, we are quite sure, alone in deprecating
the results, if it accomplishes the object for
which it was formed,

THE OLD, OLD STORY.

e

It is very easy indeed for an unscrupulous
Opposition in & province in which the Gov-
erntnent has the manag t and maint
ance of public works, to trump up charges
against it of bribery. Every.grant of money
given to a district for the opening or repair
of a road, the building of a bridge, the erec-
tion of a school house, or' what not, can,
by the perverse and evil-minded smdll poli-
tician, be represented as a bribe. When
appropriations are made for a district he is
ready, without the least enquiry, whenever
it suits his purpose to do so, to cry out *‘the
people are being bribed with their own
money.” The disgruntled politicians and
newspaper men of this province are “contin-
ually doing this; and this isa perennial com-
plaintin  the other provinces.- In Nova’
Scotia, where the Liberals are in power,
their opponents declare that constituencies
are bribed by grants of road money, and it
has been the same  in Prince Ed-
ward Island, no matter what party
had control of the treasury. We have
, always observed, however, that the people

benefitted did not realize that they. were
being bribed. They knew that the district
wanted all the money it obtfained, and a
good deal more, for necessary public works,
and when it was granted not by the Govern-
ment but by a vote of the Legislature they
considered that they only received what
was their due. In fact, no matter how
much a constituency may get—or, as envious
politicians may say, is favored with—it is
hardly ever satisfied-

Representatives naturally try to get as
mauch as possible for their several districts,
and generally as fair a division as is possible
is made. It is very seldom indeed that
grants are voted for political purposes, or
that one district is favored at the expense

* of another. ~ But the reader can see what &
chance the dissatisfied member or the mem-
ber who wishes to bring the government

| appropriations for public. works are being-

bﬂ appropriations which may be givenas a re-

becase.they were represented by men who
supported the Government or because the
‘Government had ‘an énd to gain by unduly
favoring certain localities. Such complaints
are, &8 a rule, wholly - groundless, . When

made each member is on the look-out for
his own distriet, aud if he sees any signs- of
favoritism he is pretty sure to make it un-
plensant for the powers that be. Besides,
the Government in its own interest is de-
sirous of doing its bestwo give all-parts of
‘the country the public works they need. [t
has supporters everywhere and it is anxions
to get more, Its members know that there
is. no more effectual way of alienating
friends and strengthening opponents thaa
by neglecting a.-district in the matter of
road and othér appropriations, e

It surely cannot be said ' that a Govern-
ment is guilty of bribing the people,with
their own money when it is careful that the
different branches of the public service is
well provided for—that the roads and
bridges of ithe province and other public
works are sufficient/in numbsr and kept in
proper'repair. This is tantamount to say-
ing that the Government, which is most
zealous in doing its duty is most corrupt.
And this is really the conclusion that the
<complaints we are continually seeing in the
organ of the Opposition lead to.® As long as
the system that now obtains is in operation
the Times and the discontented politicians
will be ready to accuse the Government of
asking electors to support it because of ' the

ward—and in ninety-nine cases out of a
hundred the accusation will be wholly
groundless.

THE MOST-FAVORED NATION
CLAUSE.

The. ** most-favored nation ” clause in the
commercial treaties between Great Britain
and certain other nations js not generally
understood. The arrangement binds ‘the
parties to it to treat each other in matters
relating to trade as well as they do the most
favored of the .nations or colonies with
which they baye dealings. 1It, of course,
prevents either nation discriminating against
the other in favor of any nation, and if one
of them extends a trade privilege.to another
country the other gets the ‘benefit of that
privilege. . We- see in the .Montreal Star,
 which has taken a new  departure
on the ‘trade question, an  example
of how the most-favored nation clause!
influgnces Canada’s commercial ' relations
with the countries with which Great Britain
has entered into treaties containing that
very important clause. Here it s+
** But do not these ‘most favored nation’
treaties forbid Canada reducing her duties
on British goods without at the same time
reducing them on the products of all these
nations with whom Britain has such treaties?
Yes. And is it is not the policy of the Star
to discriminate in favor of Britain? Yes.
And is the Star not, then, rebuffed? Not

S

stands—to reduce’ our duties on
m:.m ofﬂllwrﬁauom‘ with

ritain has a *most favored mation
treaty appliciable to the colonies. - Now- it is
worth while aw"ruining just- what other
countries this includes. A study of'the re-
turn presented to the Imperial Parliament
in 1888, shows them to be as follows :
:Argentine Confederation.
. Aosteis-Hangary. .

; um.

via, -

Chili. £
© Colombia.
Denmark. ~
German Zollverein.
Moro: 7

Persia.’

Pern.
Sandwich Islands.
in, 4

ruguay.

Venezuela.

* This is a formidable looking list, but a
very small per cent. of our imports come
from all these countries taken together. We
trade almost wholly with Britain and the
United States. There is nothing to prevent
us from discriminating in favor of Britain
and against the United States. That Bri-
taih brings the above list of nations in her
train is neither here nor there.>

The 'Star thinks that if Canada really
wishes to enter into preferential arrange-
ments with Great Britain she should show
that she is in earnest by first lowering the
duties on British manufactured goods. This’
may, or may not, be good policy, but, under
the favored nation. clause, every advantage
extended to Great Britain must also be ex-
tended to the countries on the above list.
Now, though Canadians may wish to dis-
criminate in faver of their Mother Country,
they may not be willing also to discriminate
in favor of Germany, Hungary; Spain, and
& dozen or so of other countries.

BRITISH AND COLONIAL TRADE.

,The San Francisco Call, while discussing
the probable effects of a close commercial
union between Great Britain and her
colonies, a condition of which would be
mutually preferential duties, makes light of
its effect on the United States. It says:—

The United States would doubtless lose
& market for some manufactured goods in
Canada, and for some grain and meats in’
England. But our supply of grain for ex-
port is'growing less and less each year, and
our home market is the principal reliance of
our manufacturers. - This country cannot be
serionsly injured in an industrial ' way until
it opens its markets to the manufactured
produets of other nations.”

The Call evidently under estimates the im-
portance of the trade of Great Britain and

the Dominion of Canada to the United States.

It clearly does not know that Great
Britain alone takes more than half the ex-
ports of the United States gnd 'that Canada
takes quite a copsiderable proportion of the
other half. The total exports of the Uni-
ted States to all the countries of the world
‘amounted, in the year ending December,
1890, to $857,828,684. The expprts to Can-
ada for the year ending Jume, ’91, were
$53,685,637. Then the trade of the United

that * other ~districts received more|!

| have to be revised. And su

dom and Canada. the United States sell
,581,200 worth of her exports. This
leaves only $356,247,385 for all the rest of
the world, which, as we have seen, in-
cludes important British dependencies.

‘trade between the United States and some
of the great countries of the world with its
export trade with Great Britain.- The ex-
ports of the United States to Great Britain
and Ireland were, in 1890, as we have seen,
$447,8965,662; with Germany they were $85,-
563,312—not one-fifth of its trade with
Great Britain alone; with France it was
1$49,977,024; with Brazil only $11,972,214—
little more than half ite export trade to
Canada. Yet we hear & great deal abous
what the United States has done to culti-
vate its trade with Brazil, which does not
buy twelve millions worth of its products
annually, and we have seen what it has done
to discourage trade with the Dominion of
Canada, which is a customer for its raw
products and manufactured goods ‘to the
extent of more than fifty-three millions of
dollars. The Netherlands bought $22,657,-
795 worth from  the States in 1890 ;
Belgium, $9,336,482 worth, and Italy,
$13,068,096 worth.  The whole . of South
America bought United States exports to
the value of $38,792,648.

From this we see that Canada’ alone was
as a customer, worth more to the United
Stages than all the republics of South
America combined. Yet, Mr. Blaine con-
sidered it advisable to make a high bid for
reciprocity with these lazy republics.
While, for the privilege of free trade with
his country, he demanded of Canadiansg
their allegiance to’ Great Britain, for that
is ‘exactly what discrimination against
Great Britain in favor of the United Statés
amounts to. Our neighbors have peculiar
ideas about trade and commerce. If our
San Francisco contemporary would study
the trade reports of his own and ether

untries, he would be ' able to form some-
thing like an adequate notion of the relative
importance of British trade 'to the United
States, and would realize that if Great
Britain and her colonies entered into a
mutually protective commercial arrange-
ment, ‘its effect upon the United States
would be very different indeed from what
he imagines. He may eome to the con-
clusion that there is sound sense and good
policy in the pravtice® of business men who,
treat their best’; customers well, while they
are far from neglecting the less fmportant
ones. ;

FOREIGN TRADE RELA TIONS.

We observe that the newspapers of East-
ern Canada are discussing Lord Knuts-
ford’s late despatch with care, good temper
and intelligence. ~They make allowance for
Great Britain’s position, and some of them
see that the Colofifal Minister’s refusal to

f | comply with the request of the Canadian|g,

Parliament with reprd"’to' treaties contain-
ing the most-favored-nation clause is not
such a hardship to Canada as many suppose.
‘Among these is the Monetary Times, of
Toronto. Speaking of the treaties with-the
German Zollverein and Belgium, the Mone-
tary Times says : 7

“ But .the denouncing of these ‘two
treaties would not, as Lord Knutsford

It may be worth while to..compare the

question. He begins his paper sensibly but
not very seriously.. He is ungallant eneugh
to say that women are at the bottom of this
national misunderstanding as they ‘are at
the béttom of mogh others. It is a question,
he says, of cherchez la femme. The ladies
must !uve seal-skin sacques, and in order
to obtain for them these rich garments the
seals must be killed. And if the men of
Great Britain and America go to war about
the right to hunt them, well, so much the
worse for the men.  ’Tis a pity but it can-
not be helped. With respect to the acqui-
sition of Alaska by the States the noble
essayist is almost jocose. He says:

““When Russia made over to the American
Government her territory opposite Siberia,
Uncle Sam made an investment which a
Scotsman wonld have called ‘‘buying a pig
in a poke.” Something was bought with
something else inside of it, and that was
about all that was accurately known of the.
transaction. -

To be sure there were maps, with a  be-
wildering number of islands and “shadowy
promontories” marked upon them, and it
was also obvious that thesestudded a sea
giving access to that mysterious Arctic
Ocean, which each nution in turn burns to
enter-with a view of reaching the North:
Pole. * But it was not, it is believed, with a
view to the exclusive. possession of the high-
way to that magnetic atiraction that the
United States invested its dollars,  Infor-
mation was rather vague as to the region
purchased. It was painted to “the imagin-
ation ‘a8 most interesting, Its fogs
were : very ~ clearly  described, = and
it was known to have a fair amount
of winter,  sanow, and frost, although
these advantages failed when ‘compared
with the rival attractions in 'the same line
enjoyed by New England. But - volcanoes
formed un entirel{ novel . acquisition for
Uncle Sam. He had never enjoyed the,
Eueuion of a real live mountain before.

e, therefore, now put several into his
pocket, with a sensation that the Monroe
doctrine had at last led to something real.
Then, there were ‘glaciers also, and this
rather roused the spirit of local protection
among tne producers and consumers of
Wenham ice. But 'it was agreed that,
although the purchase of so much waste
land and water, peopled only by a few In-
dians and a selection of Russian half-breeds,
would not - return any dividends, the ac-
quisition was interesting. And it has, at
all events, produced one of those small but
irritating contentions which will always
arise where commercial companies employ
their fishermen or hunters inthe chase.”

‘When the Marquis comes to speak of the
settlement of the difficult question he be-.
comes more serious. He approves of the
arbitration and ' favors & reasonable close
season for the future as the best way, both
of preventiig misunderstandings and pre-
serving the seals. There is much good
sense in what he says on. this part of the
subject : :

““When the arbitration has done its work,
the seal-fishing industry must be protected
by a sensible clodq time, giving the subjects
of the United States'and Britain each the
power to use and not to abuse the advan-
tages given by the mnorthern migration of
the fur seal. Itis incompatible with any
"international comity that one power alone
can patrol the open ‘sea. Other ' nations—

ussia,’ ;- (3ermany, or- any that may
be named=-have ‘a’ right to the navigation|
of these waters, and it is - primarily in the
interests of the powers having ' harbors in
the more immediate neighborhood that
provision should be mutually made
for ' the preservation of the . seal species,
not by the dragging in.  of ancient
allegéd Russian exclusive privileges, but by
the sensible “delimitation of seasons for
hunting, based on scientific investigavion,
which shall - be impartial and founded on

points out, open the way to Canada, and
ive her the ritht to make treaties with
oreign countries. A long list of other
treaties, which stood in the way, would
se that the
, by striking
ritish treaties everything
this country is affected,
in' what osition should we find
ourselves? There are few countries which
our trading vessely would have a right to
visit; few in which any Canadian would
have a right to take uf his residence, tem-
porarily or permanently; few into which he
would have a right to.send the produets, of
our labor: for these 'liberties are  not
natural rights reeognized as belonging to
the human family everywhere; they are the
result of conventions, and every one of
them is dealt with in the treaties which:
Great Britain has. concluded with other
countries, and which confer these privi-
leges upon Canada. It is true they
might possibly be obtained by negotiation;
but the negotiation of treaties by Canada,
with all the nations of the world, is a
task too formidable for her to draw
prematurely and unnecessarily upon herself.
Under British treaties, Canada has the right
to trade with many countries on the footing
of the most favoreg nation. Under any cir-
cumstances, we could not hope to be placed
in a better position; and if we stand aloge
in the making of treaties, we should fre-
quently find it difficult or impossible to ob-
tain equivalent concessions. In many of
thebe treaties the best treatment accorded
to any foreigners is secured to us, as British
subjects, for the protection of our ihbm-_tl'et!,.
our persons and our property. The British
treaties are the charters of our rights in for-
eign countxjes; and it is puerile td suppose
that, if the right thus acquired were swept
away, we could do better for ourselves by
acting alone. -

From this it may be seen that the de-
mand which is made by some Canadians
that the Dominion should have the power
to make its own treaties implies a great
deal more than those who only take a hasty
and superficial view of the subject imagine.
Such persons do not realize that Canada as a
treaty-making power would be regarded in
s very different light by the powerful
nations of the world to that in which they
look upon Great Britain. We have seen,’
time and again, how cavalierly nations which
have nothing but reason and right on their
side are treated by the great powers. Ad-
vantage is taken 9{ their weakness in a
hundred ways, and requests which would
be promptly granted as a_matter of ‘course
when preferred by the representatives of
&  great nation’ are hardly listened to or
tardily and ‘reluctantly granted when made
by the man who represents the interests of
a poor and struggling country. -The Mone-
tary Times therefore is right when it qhown_
that Great Britaincan get many things for
Canada that Canada could dot  get for her-

way were completely clea
out " of all
by which

P king observation and practical ex-
perience. The fair solution of zhis matter
is the extension of the principle of arbitra-
tion already agreed on, so that compensa-
tion shall be given. for any property taken |
in contrariety to the ultimate award of the
arbitrators on .either side, and the future
/determination to avoid that waste which
‘would injure alike the subjects of the Lon-
don and Washington Governments.”

If the settlement of this difficult and
much-vexed guestion is made on the lines

here indicatéd by the Marquis of Lorne,
there will not be much to complain of in the
tuture by the men of either nation.

General Butler has also an article in-the
same number of the Review on the same
subject, but, as befits a soldier, ‘treats it
in a martial magher. The General is, for
once, a little too slow. The time for war
talk in connestion with Behring Sea is past.

THE GOVERNORSHIP.

Who is to be the next Governor of British
Columbia ? is a question that is being dis-
cussed in all parts of the Dominion. It is
generally admitted that the Hon. John
Robson has strong claims to the * position.
His ability and his long ard useful career
as a public man entitle him to the consider-;
ation of the dispensers of patronagein Ot-
tawa. If they have as good an opinion of
the Premier, and set as high a valueon his
services to the province as the .public do
generally, there will be no doubt as to who
shall be the next Governor of British Col-
umbia. We find high testimony to. Mr.
Robson’s worth' in two organs of public
opinion, very far’apart, and occupying very
different positions. One is the Toronto Mail,
and the other is the Progress, of Chilli-
whack. ' The Mail says: ; *

“Mr. Robson has well earned the dis-
tinguished honor, having given his province
long and valuable services. ' His elevation
would be the. first instance in Cagada of the
'head of a Provineial Government stepping
immediately out of politics into a Lieuten-
ant-Govern8rship.” . 4
‘The following is the  testimony of Pro-
gress to the Premier’s worth and his fitness
for the position :—

‘¢ Of the three most prominent candidates
whose names have been ﬁroposed to fill this
important position, the Hon. John Robson’s
is.the most popular. There are many good
and sufficient reasons to show that this
entleman is peculiarly fitted for the post.

r. Robson’s f:;g political career and work
in connection' with the province has given
him an insight'into its resources andicapa-
bilities that few men, if any, possess. Mr.
Rol is po longer a young man, and it
would be a fitting tribute to his acknow-
ledged ability as & politician, and to his

into ‘“discredit has of  representing

States with the British West India Islands,

self if she were acting independently.

~

deal and give very little.

| izE® L4 roNTAINE casn.
= It is very difficul ;;-undouhndthepm-

| coedings in the case of Father Chirouse *at
Lillooet. ‘It does not appear thas he was
| guilty of any offence against the law. The
Indians, it seems, have been allowed to
regulate what may be called their family
affairs under the direction of the resident
priest. The girl had committed an offence
against good morals, which, according to
the code of the tribe, is punished with
whipping. Tho priest authorized the
punishment which was not a very severe.
one. , Thegirl offended again, and the tribe
without the authorization of the priest,

dministered If the

oG bhe l"" ish ut.
second whipping was too severe, Father
Chirouse, who knew nothing about it, was
not responsible for its administration. How
he came to be tried for it and punished is
a matter that greatly needs explanation.

It may be said that the first whipping
was, under the circumstances, not legal.
Admitting ‘it was technically so, .can it
be equitably considered an assault? Have
not the authorities been wise in allowing,
as is alleged, the Indians to punish certain
offences in théir own way? It seems to ns
that it would be just as wise for the magis-
trates to punish a father for administering
r ble chasti t | to his children,
as it would be for him to call the chief of a
bribe, or the clergyman under whose spiri-
tual care it is, to account for punishing
one of its members according to the tribal
usage. In Natal, the natives are governed
according to their own laws and usages.
The business of the magisfrate is to find out
what the native law or custom is, and to
sentence the accused, if he is found guilty,
to the punishment ordained by custom.
There is wisdom in this way of rulinga
semi-civilized race. They understand their
own usages ‘and they acquiesce in the
justice of their own punishments, and hu-
mane magistrates will see to it that
improper and undue punishment will not be
inflicted. 'We are quite certain that Father
Chirouse, of whom Bishop Lemmens speaks
80 highly, would not, if he could help it,
permit the Indians of the La Fontaine
reservation to treat even a flagrant offender
with inbumanity. Hewould naturallylean to
the side of mercy. = That the priest would act
in such a way as to deserve a year’s imprison-
ment, appears to us ingredible. The girl
does not seem to have been very badly hurt
by even the second punishment, which
Father Chirouse did not authorize, It does
seem hard that - a - priest, for his efforts to
raise the standard of morality among the
aborigines and to preserve them from the
vice which is said to be destroying them,
should get no other reward than prosecution
and imprisonment. . :

We trust that the convittion and gentence
of Farther Chirouse will cause the Govern-
ment to'make a rigid inquiry into this case
and into the administration of justice gener-
ally in Lillooet.
that an investigation is needed in that dis-
trict on other grounds.

BRAZILIAN RECIPROGITT.

The Brazilians, it.appears; are not satis-
fied' with the Reciprocity Treaty which
their Government has made with the Uni-
eed States. They say that Dr. Salvador de
Mendonca, who represented Brazil at Wash-
ington, was instructed. not to agrée to a
reciprocity treaty unless the United States
promised that it would not make a similar
treaty with Spain or England. It is al-
leged that, in September last, Mendonca
wrote to the Brazilian Minister of Finance
that if the United States did not make re-
ciprocity treaties with Spain and England
similar to that which. it was negotiating with
Brazil, no other country could conpete with
it in the American sugar market. The only
competitors it had in that market were
Cuba, Porto Rico, Jammica and Trinidad.
When the Brazillian Government found

'that the United States entered into thesame

arrangements with the British and . Spanish
West India Islandsas it did with them, and
that their reciprocity treaty did not free
them from the competition they disliked,
they were disappointed, and talkedabout re-
pudiating the Reciprocity treaty, on the
ground that Mendonca had exceeded his in-
structions, and did not make such an
arrangement as they wanted. The
Brazilian Minister of Financé -maintains:
that the agreement with the United States
lacks ‘“ moral validity,” and that his Gov-
ernment has ample grounds for reviving
the question. "It is said that the Minister
of Foreign affairs intends to open active
negotiations for the revision of the treaty.
It appears now as if Mr. Blaine’s boasted
South American commercial alliance is go-
ing to furn out to be no alliance at all.
The South Americans are  beginning to see
that the Americans in their reciprocity
treaties, so-called, are bound to take a great
It would not be
surprising  if the great Pan-American
trade conference, about which there was
such.a flourish of trumpets a little while
ago, did not ' produce any results worth
talking abeut.

A FARCICAL TRIAL.

The Japan Mail seems utterly disgusted
with the Hetherington affair. It speaks of
the trial as * farcical,” and, if its descrip-
tien is at all near the truth, it well deserves
the epithet, . Its opinion of the'proceedings
is given at greater longth in the following
paragraph ;—
‘¢ The dishonored dead lies in his grave
with all his imperfections on his head. His
slayer, the Court has chosen, against the
plainest evidence, to acquit of the crime
for which 'he was arraigned, and he may
now -disregard the outraged majesty and
wer of the law, for he cannot be re-tried
?:r .the grave crime with which he was
charged, and of which the evidence, his own
incJuded, showed him to be guilty.”
That the Mail does not look upon Lieut.
Hetherington as a hero, the following obser.

loyalty as a British subject, to crown his
aéru with such an appropriate acknow-
ledgement.” T

vations clearly show :—

We have heard a rumor]

— : -

‘' We most readily admit that great and
repeated provocation was given, and that.
Hetherington from his point of view was en-
titled to the very fullest sympathy of every
one paying due 1 to the circumstances
with which he was so unhappily, and for
some months, so lessly and so ineffectu-
ally con 1g. considering his feel-
ings, it is nothing that dispassionate per-
sons may have come te the conclusion after
flhe late mi:l:xfm “bave baenbe made, that

is partner in life to, unworthy
of the exalted m of a husband of
whom noth;l.:g has been alleged, until
he commit the criminal act of taking a
man’s life,—a man that he had every just
right to regard with aversion and ‘anger.
But if it be as rted—after taking the
extreme measure of imperilling his own ex-
istence by taking the life of the paramour of
his wife, he has'taken her back to his bosom,
as though nothing of any consequence had
occurred, the shooting of his victim will
appear to the public to be as little capable
of being justified morally aslegally. The
two acts will be judged to exhibit an incon-
gruity incapable of being reconciled.”

This, no doubt. represents the view of the,
affair taken by a large proportion of the
English-speaking residents of Japan, British
and American. We are glad to find that
there are many Americans who look upon
the killing of Mr. Gower Robinson in the
way in which it was dorie and in the light
of Lieut. Hetherington’s subsequent conduct
as an outrage which cannot be justified.
This is how the Japan journal concludes s
long and indignant article on the unpleasant
subject: :

““We now wash our hands of a wretched
and shameful affair that we have felt
strongly averse from touching, and which
from its commencement to lits very end,
seems to have been destined to cover with
various degrees of obloquy—without using
even a stronger term—several ot the parties
concerned.”

The same paper contains letters in  which
the writers, while they do not palliate Mr.
Robinson’s offence, protest against the con-
stant and systemasic vilification of which

the murdered man was the subject.

THE WORLD BY WIRE.

Bolivia’s Elections.

NEw Yorx, May 7.—The Herald’s cor-
respondent at La Paz, Bolivia, cables the
following : The Conservatives have made
considerable gains in the election for
deputies and senators. The ‘electors will
meet to-morrow for the purpose of electin,
a president and vice-president. It is feareg
that grave discords may occur at any time.

The Actors’ Entertainment,

New York, May 7.—The success of the
actors’ fund far surpassed the expectations
of its promoters., ‘The receipts last night
were $20,000, making a total of $145,000.
It is expec more will be realized
to-night, bri 4

Ca10Ac0, May 7—. rning paper prints
a letter from an anonymous writer suggest-
ing that. Patrick O’Sullivan, whose death
whilé in prison for the murder of Dr.*Cronin
has been recorded, is'not really dead ; that
a scheme is on foot to get him out of prison
and out of the way, and that a dummy was
substituted for the body.  The story is not
endorsed.: . i 4
"' The Ilinols Flood.
ProrIA, Ills., May 7.—Rescuing pafties
have been out in the flooded marsh district
all night, and have found six out of twenty
families. They have not been over the
entire district and do not know whether the
remaining  families are safe or not. ' The
damage will be severe.

Homing Pigeon Races.

Cuicaco, May 7.—One of the interesting
features of  the live stock exhibit at the
World’s Fair. will be the liberation of a
large number of homing pigeons by breed-
ers from all over the country. The breeders
of these pigeons are anxious for a contest at
the Fair.  Geo. W. Childs, of Philadelphia,
is interested in the contests, and has o&e,red
8 prize under conditions which will encour-
age the training of birds for the Fair.
Many other prizes have been promised.

The Kingston,

SEATTLE, May 7.—A portion of the -keel
on the steamer City of Kingston was lost on
the last trip of the vessel, and as & conse-
quence she wlll not make her re run,
to-day. The North Pacific, with Edward
lement as master, will take the run while
the Kingston is on the dry-dock for a day
or two.

Liquor at the World’s Fair,

Cnrcago, May 7.—W. Carlisle, attorney
for the World’s Fair, and Lawyer John P.
Wilson, to-day, submitted opinions that
liquor cannot be sold in that ‘part of the
World Fair's site known .88 the Midway
Pleasance, because that great thoroughfare,
200 feet wide and a mile long, lies in the
prohibition ~ district of yde Park,
and the laws under. which the park
was annexed provide that - the pro-
hibition districts shall remain such after
the annexation. Another law forbids the
sale of liquor within two 'miles of any
horticultural, mechanical or agricultural
fair., Mr. Carlisle advised the board to
abandon the idea of permitting the sale of
liguor in the Pleasuance, and confine the
restaurants to Jackson park.

iSnow Storm on the Continent.
VienNa, May 7.—A snow storm set in
yesterday morning in Hungary and the
Tyrol and continued through the day and
night. ~ The mountain passés are blocked.
On the level the snow is a foot deep ; enor-
mops damage is done to the orchards at
Carinthia, where the trees are in bud.

Italian Ambuudo;—;\n- for New York.
PAR1s, May 7.—Baron Fava sailed to-day
for New York from Havre. During his stay
he has expressed great satisfaction at being
able to resume his diplomatic’ functions in
the United States and his great delight that
the late differences between the two coun-
tries had been adjusted amicably and in a
manner so honorable to both nations,

Behring Sea Arbitration Ratified.
LoxpoN, May 7.—Ratifications of the
Behring Sea arbitration | agreement and

d ivendi convention were exchanged
between Great' Britain and the United
States, to-day.

An Invincible.

DusLiN, May 7.—Edward O’Brien, the
¢ Invincible,” is dead. He was released not

long ago from Mountjoy prison.

CABLE NEWS.

The Behring Sea Arbitration Treaty
Ratified in London by Both
Partles.

Figures Relating to the Influenza
Epidemic in England—Conti- .
nental Snow Storms.

Fatal Accident by the Falling in ot
a Roof in' Man-
chester,

The Influenza Epidemic.

LoxDoN, May 7.—A blue book has been
laid on the table in the House of Commions
which is illustrating the old adage that it is
an ill wind that blows nobody any good.
According to the figures it contains, the
epidemic. of influenza with which the
United Kingdom was afflicted, last year,
has been turned fo good account by the
government in the matter of taxes on'dead
people’s estates. The government is exact.
ing duty for the probate of all wills in pro-
portion to the total value of property left
by the deceased. According to the re-
turns in the blue book, which are vouched
for, by the Rt Hon. Mr. Goschen, chan
cellor of the Exchequer, the probate duties
of the past year have been ,000,000 over
the receipts for the former year, and no less
than $3,500,000 greater than the estimate
made by the Government in preparing its
budget for that year. The total receipts on
this account’ have been something like
,000,000, a good share of which goes into
the Imperial exchequer. The Royal Family
has benefitted to a large degree by the
unusual ‘mortality.  Additional interest
is given to the return by 'the report
Jjust issued by Prof. Thresh, Medical Officer
of the County of Essex, who, upon full
returns, found that the influenza epidemic
in’ his particular county had killed 540
people, and that 1,400 deaths oceurred in
the district from its indirect influence. The
financial loss during the months that the
epidemic chiefly prevailed, he places at not
less than $250,000, on the basis of a loss of
the wages of adults calculated at $3 a week.

’ A Mother Fiend.

LoxpoN, May 7.—The second wife of
James Clark, a carman, was arraigned to-
day on a charge of having caused the death
of her step-daughter, aged nine years. She
was committed for trial and her husband
severely censured for not having prevented
the cruelties that led to the death of his
child. The evidence showed that the child
was treated with the greatest brutality,
being often tied to a bannister and kept
there seven hours at a stretch. Mrs. Clark
frequently beat her terribly with a strap or
heavy cane, and often when shé claimed the
girl was telling falsehoods she' tied a string
tightly about her tongue and left her for
hours to suffer excruciating torture. The
child finally gave way and died. Physi-
cians testified that but for the ill-usage to
which she was subjected and lack of food,
the child would have been perfectly healthy.

A Manchester Accident.

LoxpoN, May 7.—The roof of Mackin-
tosh’s rubber factory'at Manchester col-
Iapsed to-day. The factory at the time was
full of employes. ' These were first startled
by ; rumbling :h?und’f as of thundgr, alnd
rlogking up saw the reof cracking and split-
%ﬁ 3 Tlien working peoplé felt their danger
and rushed for - the  exit, but in an instant
the roof came down, burying a mumber of
people. ~The air was filled with a cloud of
dust and debris from the ruins, and the
shrieks of the suffers eould be heard from a
long distance. Crowds rushed to the rescue,
and the firemen were soon on hand. No
fire could be found, and work was &t once
begun to _geb the victims out of the ruins.
Ten have already been taken to the hospital.
Of these three are seriously injured and one
is in a dying condition. Whether there are
any dead in the ruins remains to be dis-
covered.

The German Crown Prinee.
BerLIN, May 6.—Crown Prince Frederick
William, the German Emperor’s eldest son,

was 10 years old to-day, and, in accordance
with long established custom, became the
youngest lieutenant in the army, being
assigned to the First Regiment of Guards.
The ceremony of installing the Crown
Prince was witressed by all the members of
the royal families from all pertsof the
empire. After the Prince had taken his
place in the regiment, the Emperor headed
the troops in a march past the Empress. A
grand banquet in honor of the occasion was
given at the castle, this afternoon, at which
the Emperor toasted his son and heir.

Salisbury on Home Rule.

Loxpox, May 6.—Presiding, to-day, at a
meeting of the Primrose League, Lord
Salisbury said, in part : ‘“‘Home Rule would
place a hostile island on our flank, and sub-
ject us to infinite damage and a disgraceful
abandonment of those in Ireland who have
ever fought for our cause,” Salisbury
claimed that his promise of six years ago,
that Ireland would be pacified if given
general consideration in regard to her ma-
terial wants, and a firm, impartial and con-
tinuous administration of law, had been
fulfilled. The spirit of disorder had gradu-
ally cowed before the spirit of law. Peace
had so restored Ireland that boycotting no
longer exists.  Still there are men in
Ireland who have resolved to undo this
work, *‘ Parnell, said the speaker,
‘““was a much more formidable opponent
than any man he bhas left behind.” Salis-
bury said he did not know of any symptom
more menacing than the recent declarations
of the Ulster leaders that they ‘dread being
put under the feet of their hereditary ene-
mies. The premier added that although he
had not condemned the Catholic church he
had condemned and would always condemn
those who, holding high spiritual authority
and beading & great spiritual organization,
used those weapons for purely secular ob-
jects wherein no spiritual concern exists.
The Ulsterites, said Salisbury, have been
taunted on their passive attitude. He "did
not believe in unqualified doctrine of pas-
sive endurance. ‘I believe,” said the pre-
mier, ‘‘that the title of both kings and
parliaments to- obedience from their
subjects depends upon those kings and
upon parliaments observing the fundamen-
tal 'laws and wunderstandings whereby
they rule. Parliament has a right to govern
people with laws, but no right to sell them
into slavery. (Enthusiastic cheering). I
do not believe in unlimited and unrestricted
power in parliaments any more than in such
power of kings. Parliaments, like kings,
may take a course which, while technically
within legal limits, is yet entirely at vari-
ance with the understandingof the con-

stitution whereby they.rule.”
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