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CHAPTER VI

Mr, Walker was at home and at the
muffins. To him Clarence Clifford
eommunicated the lawyer's visit and
its purport, and he could scarce re-
frain from smiling at the expression
which his intelligence -produced upon
his employer’s face.

Hearty congratulations at his good
fortune mingled with dismay at his
own 1ill luck in thus losing so valu-
able a servant,

“Well!” he said, “It's just my luck!
I never had a particularly good nag
it broke its neck or leg d¥ darned
Now you get five thou-

but
something.
sand a year dropped into your mouth
and I'm diddled of a clean head and a
gentleman! But you don’t look over
excited. Perhaps you're used to this

sort of thing!” he added, with a rue-
ful sarcasm. )

. Clarence Clifford shook his head. |
. “T have not realized it yet,” he said,

gravely. “It may be a hoax; it may!

be—>= ‘
“No, no,” said Mr. Walker. "It's?
true enough, I'll bet you anything. I,l'
know my bad luck too well, There—;
if you won't have any mufifis—get to |
bed. You look as knocked out as at
Yoiled owl.”
Only too glad to retire to his small
‘but comfortable room, Mr. Clifford
said, “Good-night.” A
Jn the morning he arose, convinced
himyself that the occurrences of last
night were not the fleeting phases of
a dream, and set out for the office.
Mr. Walker was there before him}
and looked wundisguisedly astonished |
at his apypearance.
“Hello! didn’t expect you. Menv
with five thousand to wake up to don’t |

coma fidgeting about their late busl-;
ness.”
Mr. Qlifford shook his head gravely.
“I am-still vour \servant and will do!

my duty, until we part—if we do,”|
he ‘added, gignificantky.
“If we.do,.ah!” retorted Mr. Walker |
sarcastically. “Wall, I know your ob-g
so there’s the
don%t you mrisa Snarley Yard,)

us- hear whether ;

stinacy,
mind,
ten o’'clock,.and let
it’'s a hoax or not.”
So saying he* walked off disoonsol:.—’-
tely and his clenk opened: the Ietters'
as usual.
He worked up to thw half hour, t.han§
put on.his hat and waiked—mot hur—'
riedly but with his ususl busmust
pace—ito Snarley Yard.
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“Mr. Fibbs, sir? Yes, sir,” said the
office boy. “Just come, Will you
walk in there?” pointing to the dim
something beyond a cloud of dust he

had just been raising by batting the !

door mat,

“No, thank you, my lad,” said Mr.
Clifford. “I'll go to a chemist if I
want suffocating. Tell Mr, Fibbg it
is Mr. Clifford who would be glad to
see him.”

The lad returned from the inner of-
fice and Clarence Clifford was ushered
into the preéence of the head partner
of the firm of Fibbs & Cracknell.

“Mr. Clifford, I presume,” said a
dry, not-to-be-hurried voice, that
might have matched Mr. Oliffords’ own
for calm and cold composure.

“I am Clarence Clifford, sir.”

“Then I™have to congratulate you,
Mr. Clifford, on being a particularly
fortunate young gentleman.”

Mr. Clifford bowed.

The lawyer seated himself in his
chair, which he had wheeled round to
face his visitor, and watched for the
signs of impatience and embarrassed
delight which did not come.

“I thank you, sir,” said the clear
“You allude without a doubt
to the fortune which Mr. Cracknell in-
formed me last night I had inherited.”

“Without doubt,”' assented Mr.
Fibbs, admiring the cool way in which
this lucky heir bore the shock which
had often maddened and sometimes
killed. “Without doubt. May I ask

voice,

if the intelligence was unexpected?” |
said | ful certainties,

“It was quite
Clarence Clifford.
this morning to
fact, the particulars of this legacy.”

“Just so0,”

unexpected,”
“And I am here

said the lawyer, calmly,
ringing a hand bell. “I will

you in possession of the facts. Mr. |

{ Williams, oblige me with the' Clifford

documents.™
There was a profound sfilence while
the clerk went on his mission,
He returned with a small

saying as he did ‘so:
“Do 'you know anything of one

land?”
“Nothing,”

the lawyer, with a slight upraising of |
hie white eyebrows. “I am surprised,
for that is the name of the testator.”

Clarence Clifford’s heart beat fast,

Wand his color came and went quickly.

*I—-pardon me, sir—before you read
thet document tell me if you know
whether there s any relationship be-
tween me and the testator, and, if so,

how—how close is 1t?”

“I do not; there is mothing relating
to the relationship between you either
in the document before me or any

other deed that I am aware of.”

Mr. Clarence Cliffod bowed, and a
slight shade both-of relief and disap-
pointment crossed his brow, that was

.now wet with perspiration,

“Go on, &ir,” he eaid, Jthe interrup-
tion was ill-timed, but you know not
what reason I have for the question.”

Mr. Fibbs bowed slightly.

“No apologies, I beg, sir; my-time
is at your service. I will read the
will.” :

And in g clear voice he-read aloud
the important document, e

It was short, and in plain phrase-

ology signified that one James Clf-|
_Motlmmmqlsmm

Mnmmmmotmm-

| vara, Lincoin's an, mﬂ*Aw

| ties, this was the gist of the déed as

trthcoming to be paid immedistely
to one Clarence Clifford, tutor to Sir
Ralph Melville, of Rivershall, in the |
County of Berks. For whose, the said

sinful, dying man, do pray and im-
plore. “Judge not lest ye bé judged.”™

necessary words and legal technicall-

Mr, Fibbs explained fit.

* Clarence Clifford lstened with a
fast-beating heart, and at its.conclu-
sion covered his face with his hands.

Mr. Fibbs, who watched him with
dry curiosity, lajd the document be-
fore him, and waited till the gnst'ot
emotion had blown over.

Presently the young man looked up.

“One question, sir?™

“A hundred, sir; if you plsase,” said
Mr. Fibbs, significantly, *T am at your
service, quite at your service.”

“Did you-—-did you kanow this gem-
tleman? !

“I had the pleasure of the late Mr.
Jameg Clifford’s acquainiance. I was
his legal adviser.”

Mr. Clarence Clifford !nclined his
head.

“Can you tell me—the slightest
scrap qf information will be eagerly
welcomed—anything of him? Was he
old—was he—— Oh, gir, was he my

place |

)

]

father?”

Mr. Fibbs coughed before replying;
the large, eager eyes were fixed upon
him, the handsome lips trembling vis-
ibly.

“I have no means of knowing,” said
the lawyer. “Mr. James Clifford was
an exceedingly reserved, I may say
close man, I never learned anything
in confidence from him which would
lead me to think he had a son.”

“He—he was married?”

“No, A single gentleman.
married that I am aware of.”

Clarence Clifford groaned, and his
face worked.

The lawyer politely turned his head
aside and fingered his letters so as not
to add to his client’s embarrassment.

The storm passed—kept down, rath-
‘er, by a strong man’s strong will,

“You can tell me nothing of—the
You knew him; when did
you see him last?”

“Six months ago,” said the lawyer.
“l was staying at Lausanne for the
benefit of my health, and there and
then drew up this document.”

“When did he—die?” asked the
heir, thirsting for information of any
sort calculated to set his tortured

Never

testator?

1
I

learn whence—in | see—four months ago—in September
{ last.
| death and burial.”

case, |
letters, but' which Mr. Fibbs proceeded to unlock, | place, Lausanne?”

|
[

: James Clifford, of Lausanne, Switzer- | journey?”

veplied Clarence Clifford. ;
* I never heard the pame before.’
“Indeed!” Thet is remarkables said |

| ful uncertainty is driving me mad.

|

fears at rest, or turn them to dread-

“Mr. James Clifford died—Ilet me

This- is the certificate’ of his

Mr. Clifford took it, and perused it
with swimming eyes and equally
swimming brain, then suddenly lay-
ing the document on the table startled
the lawyer with this question:

“Which is the quickest route to and
the quickest way of reaching this

“Via Paris,” repliled Mr. Fibbs.
“May I ask if you contemplate the

The young man nodded.
“I do, sir; this mystery, this dread-

You expected me, I see it by your
face, to grasp this legacy and go away
rejoicing., I tell you, sir, that.some-
thing else has fallen to me beside the
filthy lucre, that i{s the hope of ascer-
taining the name and history of my—
father.”

Mr. Fibbs bowed, utterly unmoved
by the suppressed passion and grief
proclaiming themselves in the pale,
set face and voice,

(To be continued.)
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Clerk’s Letter Wins
$100 Vacation Prize

EX-FISHERMAN GOING : BACK - TO
NEWFOUNDLAND TO SEE
MOTHER.

yw

From a life of roughing it in the
salt sea air on the cod banks of New-
foundland and the halibut areas of
Alaska to selling smokes behind the
counter of e cigar store in the world’s
busiest and, perhaps, largest city, is
certainly a fast stride.

And when the call of the homeland
comes once more, who wouldn’t thrill
at the thought of going back, especiail-
ly when the return means a re-uninon
with old friends, with relatives, and,
most of all, with mother?

J. T. Lawler, 163 South.Oxford St.,
Brooklyn, is the man whom all this
mostly concerns. For Mr, Lawler is
the first to win a prize in the Sunday
News Vacation letter contest. He gets
this week’s $100 prize in accordance
with the terms announced last Sun-
day.

But he 1s only the first. There are
going to be other prizes of $100 each
every Sunday for the writers of the
best letters on the subject, “My Plans
for a Vacation.™ ~For every letter
published $100 will be paid.

Home In Newfoundland.

Mr. Lawler’s home i8 in Newfound-
land, in the town of Placentia, eighty
miles from St. John’s on the narrow
gauge line—the only line in Newfound-
land. There, until a few years ago,
he followed the life of the sea as a
fisherman, as do most of the men in
Newfoundland, Later he followed the
same occupation in Alaska.

But two years ago he decided there
was something better in life for him
than being a fisherman, so he came to
New York. He is a clerk in a cigar
store at 675 Fulton Street, Brooklyn.
But let him tell his own story in the
following letter, which wins him the
$100 prize:

Winner’s Plans,

“I have been planning s@!\xce Cheist-
mas, 1024, to visit my parents in New-
foundland on my vacation this sum-
mer. My salary being $26 a week, I
have had to deprive myself of many
enjoyments so save enough,

“But, unfortunately, my dear dad
died in March (he was 83), and it took
all I had saved to give him a decent
burial. Now I've been trying my hest
to save for a visit to my mother, who
is all alone.

“I love the water and the trip wopld

give me no end of pleasure. Besides, |’
gince I would See my mother, it would"

‘be the most wonderful vacation I
could wish for. I know I should come
back with a heart full of joy, a great
gain in health, and would work harder
than ever to.achieve success, and to
make the one and only real pal in the
world—my mother—happier.”
Newfoundnland is still a great wild
country. One can go there either by
boat, direct from New York, or by rail
and boat. The trip takes from three
to five days, but Mr. Lawler remems-
bers the winter when he spent three
weeks crossing the Gulf between Nova
Scotia and Newfcundland when his
bonttotmshtinawtotw’-
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day last, His Honor Sir William Chan-
dles, acting Chief Justice, presiding,
when there came on for hearing an
action brought By Mr. C. H. Kinch,
M.C.P., commission merchant, of Pal-
metto Street, in which he claimed
from Mr. Wilbert Taylor, formerly &
olerk in his employ, the sum of £283.-
19, 9., moneys for goods sold and de-
livered to the defendant, and also
money loaned to him.
The defendant, in his statement of
defence, made a countér claim that
the plaintiff owed him £300, this being
his commission for four years, at £75
per year, while he was in the erhploy
of the plaintiff,
Mr. H. W. Reece, K.C., Sdlicitor
General, instructed by Mr. Stanley
Patterson, solicitor, appeared for the
plaintiff. Defendant was represented
by Mr. E. Keith Walcott, Barrister-at-
law, associated with Mr. E. R. L. Ward,
Barristersat-law, and instructed by
Mr. W. St. Clair Hutchinson, solicitor.
After evidence for both sides had
been heard, Counsel on both sides
then addressed the Court and His
Honor summed up.
The jury retired for about 156 min-
utes to ‘consider their verdict, and on
their return to Court found that the
£300 clalmed by the defendant was
due him by the plaintiff. They were
of opinion that the plaintiff had agreed
to pay the defendant a sum of £25
monthly and the £75 commission
claimed for each year.

Judgment was accordingly entered
for the defendant and for the amount
of the counter-claim with costs.
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Don’t Hide Them With a Vell; Remove
Them With Othine—Double
Strength.

freckles is so successful in removing
freckles and giving & clear, beautiful
complexion that it is sold by all drug
and department stores with a guar-
antee to refund the money if it fails.

Don’t hide your freckles under a
veil or waste time on lemon juice or
cucumbers; get an ounce of Othine
and remove them. Even the first few
applications should show & wonderful
{mprovement, some of the lighter
freckles vanishing entirely.

Be sure to ask for the double
strength Othine; it is this that is sold
on money-back guarantee. P, O. Box
‘2616, Montreal, Canada.

Economical

New Charcoal
Fuel Discovered

After four yeara of experiment, Dr.
Hugo Strache, a professor of the
Vienna Technical College in Australia,
recently announced’ that he had per-
fected an invention for making a’
cheap new charcoal having the same
number of calories as the best grade
English anthracite coal, namely 8000.
A small plant for the production of
the charcoal already is in operation,
proving, it is claimed, that the inven-
tion can be developed for commercial
uses . The cost of production is said
to be low, owing to the valuable coal
tar by products. Wood, wood shav-
ings, and waste can be utilized in
making the charcoal.
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