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Slave Traﬂic

of To-Day in Africa.
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: Ocean and was never caught,
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His cargo must have brought|

hope.

him in a very couidenble sum, male| |

slaves in the Persian Gulf fetching

by repute £40 a head. But judgiag

by my own experience ef Past
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must have died of thirst before reach-
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nowhere be found.

“Slavery in Africa,” continues Mr.
Bell,
of any great exteamt; it exists, how-
ever, pretty gemerally throughout
Africa, in one form or anether, in all
the country ‘nmorth of the Zambesi to

«the Mediterranean:

The Mohammedan tribes of the
northern half of Africa are the great-
est and best purchasers of slaves.
They are also the best owners of
slaves—from the slaves’ point of

gmall and insigmificant tribes living | view. They work their slaves hard,

‘along the boundary, have escaped the
consequences of this action. Addis -
Ababa denies all xnowledge of these
proceedings. This cannot last much
longer.
before raids on a larger scale and
more skilfully organized Wil be
made, not into Kenya only, but into
other territories bordering Abyssinia
The French have a_ patrol-boat in the
bay, whose task it is to stop the slave

i trade between Abyssinia .and Arabia,

through Obok and the Tajura Bay
generally, across the thirty miles of
gea which here divide Africa from
Asia; but what can one small ‘patrol-

| boat do?
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In 1920 a Forejgn Office mlsslon

| travelling through Abyssinia report-
| ed meeting groups of slaves yoked to-

gether and moving openly through
the country. What is to be the end of
all this barbarism?  The League of
Nations has promised to take up the
question next September.’ Diplomatic
representations have already been
made by the combined representatives
on several occasions, They have in-
variably resulted in the issue of a
notice declaring that slavery . and
These
notices have always been the source
the ' market
places and elsewhere in Abyssinia.
Major Darley, who has been Front-

! §ér Agent, SIW." AbyESinia, concludes
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The writer wishes to ask advice of

| the . world generally as to what can
i be done to check these atrocities, for’

It is only a question of time !

but they treat them well. Slaves are
here ‘treated as members of the fam-
ily. They are clothed, fed and hous-
ed and have certain rights. A slave
of exceptional ability may rise in life
ard may finally free himself. In any
case, slave men usually become mat-
ed to slave women, and in most cases
lead fairly comfortable lives. I have
aquestioned many such and they have
had little to complain of, except that
they seemed not to like the loss of
their children. When asked why they
resented this, their natural affection
for their children was never brought
ud as carrying any weight; it was
always the business point® of view that
they stressed. A girl child -brought
in so much when married off, besides
working in the garden, fetching water
and firewood, helping the brewing of
beer, etc. A boy brought respect and
“standing,” and supported his father
in his old age.

A straightforward state of slavery
is met with in Abyssinia. Here cap-
tives of raiding expeditions are sim-
ply sold in bondage, comparatively
few of them reaching the shores of
the Red Sea, thanks to the anti-slav-
ery patrols, which are chiefly British.

Geographically speaking the great
inland waterways of Africa provide
the easiest ‘and eafest -territory for
slave traffic, especially where they
form international boundaries. The
Upper Nile and the Ubangui Rivér may
be specially mentioned in this con-
rection.

Ag to remedies to be adopted for

| while the League of Nations is get- i the suppression of slavery, it, would

ting ready to take steps a race is!
dying.

On the same subject, Mr. W. D. M. ,

Bell writes in Country Life. He points|

| out that although the slave tramc,‘

for many years past, has ceased to!

{ almost seem mnecessary to have some

kind of control of births and deaths
in the villages. To begin with, the
various states should register all or-
| phans. It i8 very hard for Africans
to ‘resist the temptation to sell their
; digtant relatives at any time, but

Sgiate the fnings . of EUTEPRES Sew: ’when that relative is also an orphan

ples, there has recently been a re-:

| the existence of a very
raffic in slaves:

1 it becomes almost impossibie:
- awakening in this country’s press toj that orphan’s mame

c°nsmemblei down in a Government book, that ore

.phans life would be safe even were

But if
were - written

~The traffic is largely an lnternnll the name forgotten or the book dése
ome, as the holdiig of the sea-coasts | troyed.

by Huropean powers, with: their hos:
tile attitude towards  slavery, . has

Hitherto the official attitude of the
wvarious powers concerned has been

made it more and more difficult t0| o0 jepjent towards slavery. Some;

smuggle cargoes of human freight |
through the cordon of patrolling
gunboats. Occasionally a dhow—an
Aradb sailing boat-—gets through by a
judicious use of the flags of national-
{ {ties ‘other than that of the threatem-

ing gunboat. Sometimes a clean pair

|cf heels meay even be shown to the

more obsolete of the ;ntl-l}avers, for
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it should al ‘
on every v;:ey: be hﬂt

if not all, have countenanced it in
some form or other. Probably, the
proposed commission of enquiry
should be international in character
and its recommendations carried out
by all. Penalties have been light in
the past for those caught slaviag.
Capital = punishment, carried
would quickly stop it.
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Profits From Birds’ Nests

In great limestone caves in’ North
Borneo, are found, glued to the
sides in hundreds of thousands,
the edible birds’ mests so loved by
Chinese epicures for making soup.

The ‘nests are built' by a species
of cave hunting swift of the swallow
family, which breeds in colonies.
They are formed mot. as the natives
believe, from sea feam but frem a
glutinous substance produced from
the large salivary glands of the birds
themselves.

There are two kinds of nests, the
white and the ' black. The white
nests are clean and semi-transparent,
the fine threads of which they are in-
terwoven being mnot unlike those of a
ghredded wheat cake.

The black nesizs are discolored and
have grass and feathers mixed with
them. The hlack nests predominate,
but the whita from which the best
soup is made, fetch from ten to fifteen
times as much as fhe others.

The bird caves are in reality the
interior of hills which In the coursse
of ages have become hollowed into &
series of caverns and chambers many
hondreds of feet in height.

Overhead are jagged openings
through which shafts of light dimly
penetrate. Underfoot are deposits of
guano often thirty feet deep. The
birds share their haunt with myrads
of bats; there is a kind of Box and
Cox undergtanding between the two,
the birds occupying the caves by
night and the bats by day.

The- right -to. collect the nests 18
vested in certain families of natives
and is handed éown from generation
to generation. .Tae collection, which
takes plase twica & year, is a perilous
proceeding, and can be undertaken
only by skilled men who have been
bred to the werk.

From a rattan staging stretched

{ acrogs the roof of the cave flimsy rat-

tan ladders sometimes 600ft. in length
are let down.. The collecter descends.
into the gloom armed with a four-
pronged spear to which a lighted can-
dle is attached.

Swaying dizzily fn mid-air and’
clinging with 6nz hand to. his frail’
'upport,' with deft stabs he detaches
the nests, which are removed from
the spear-head by a second man and
laced 1n a basket.

Once collect=d the nests are packed
in strips of trec bark and are sold by

auction at. the nearest Govermment

station. The hidding is made entire-
1y by the Chinese {raders, who export
the nests 1o ‘oag-Kong.

The recelpts from the auction are
usually divided into three shares, oma
for the hereditary uwners, cne for the
collectors .and one for the Govern-
ment,

In a good year the amount reslized
reaches over £25.000.

Shortage of Skilled Labor

Figures eompnul by the urlou
unions having to do with the build-
‘ing trades. indicate that Canada is
going to be very short of skilled lab-
or in thess various industries during
the present year. The compilation of
gtatigtics by the Bricklayers’ and
Stonemasons’ Unions indicate that so
far as Outario is concerned, no less
.than twenty-three per cent. of their

: ,amm have £ ne te ‘the Upited
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building trades and high prices pre-

" | vailing for this kind of werk in var-

centres.
er. of labor is By no
means new. It has heen going op tor |
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Brit_;ln, and there is no reason why
they should not be profitably employ-

ed in Canada. ——n-aturdsy Night.
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i : THE WEARY COP.

“I wear out lots
of leather,” the!
peeler s a d 1 y!
sighs, throuxh{
every kind of)
weather I chase
immoral guys;
when after them
I've. wended nine !
thousand  miles

tence is suspend-
ed, and they are
out again. I chase
the .evil doer wherever he may flee; II
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am the grim pursuer, the 1aw 8{po girection of ;

{ throned in me; I chase him and I bag
him wherever he is holed, and to the

court I drag him, and then he is pa-
roled. There was-an ancident duffer of
whom I've read o’ nights; his lot was
vastly tougher than falls to common
wights.~'Twas his to roll a bonldor'
forever up a nm. he  sprained mi

1
|
i
l or tem, their sen-
i
I
l
;neck and shoulder, ahd he was sore

| and {11, But still he pushed forever, Ii
J lguess he’s pushing yet, and all his ’

| grim endeavor brought him was hon- s
{ est sweat. And so I chase the tousist
{ who steals your Sunday pance, ad‘
then the smiling jurist gives him an-»
other chance. And he goes forth trqmz
prison, and gets himself'a get—a cal.
loused heart is his'nl—and steals
your Sunday hat. And se we g6 on
chasil® the delegates who 8in; thm.
gents in
not keep them in, I
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ent was

; tu'~mov1ng

. Tack-a-Pou-

ready tinder 1n the hundreds of wood-
én bungalows radiating QOom the
burning hotel.

In some fashion, not wmade clear,
& spark hopped from the engime a
concrete mixer at one end of Tack-au-
Pou-Shaw. The hotel' was 'a four
storey structure, part wood, with a
facing of stucco. - At one end an ad-
dition was being put up to scesns-
date the summe~ rush. And It was
there that the mixer was at werk.
The spark fumped from the mixer,
ignited a pils of shavitgs and the
flame ran up and into the hotel. Fd-
ward Roche, proprietor of the hotel,
whose home is opposite it, spotted

trom "“m“athe fire and turned in an sfarm,
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