1t 'sounds a'bit mean of me to a3
it was all Amy’s fault, but it real-
ly was. The idea was hers, and its
execution was hérs. ~ And that was
everything—everything except the
trifling contribution T made to the
sum total of conspiring -circum-
stances. : .

My affairs had not been quite so.
flourishing s  they should have
been, and 1 had put the position
frankly befors: Amy, as I hold a
husband should be quite frank with
: his wife when things are ploomy
it ] spite’ of-all| whatever he may do whemr they
g-| I could do, ram away:' = ¥ -pbright; and we-had discussed eeon-
E-| * And didn't those infefnal jays|omies for four successive evenings,

EOO‘P' It alobg with m,,l, for hall “v‘\leﬁ:;l(lo{u teed that u‘t:sr;!;:: St bioshing like
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a mile, urging-him to still gnr::by g“‘ smaller one “wretched | 8 timid pﬁ\m ‘he knew as little | si ,
oftert im and|fist, if we could get someone to of the English ~language as  his]tiplied by thirty figures at ledst to
shave its eomforts, conveniences | fricnd Amy’s cousin’s Italian guest. { make him understand through a
P [and expenscs, we' might fneet the| I can imagine the sene. I haye -door. - Ssie o AN
difficulty. e » {done 3o and la 3d ouir i B dinner had long been stone|¥ho

& Norwood cousin, to come and stay
a day or two, and Clara arrived at
five in the afternoon; and was made
aware of the situation just in time
to be looking her nicest, when Em-
ily announced that the ‘‘foreign
gent”’ had come, e
__ “Fresh”tea, immediately; Em-
ily,”” whispered Amy excited! , and.
‘hastened to greet the handsome
young foreigner- who stood bowing
An the hall.:. .. : e
. He seemed ‘most’

rised at.the cordiality - of
‘welcome to him, but the «
of the situation were manifest
Amy at once. He was terribly ner-

0 1 stantly assailed him. That was toe
s much for even the staid old nag
=" *|to put up with, an :
bit in his teeth and'in
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ies enough in e PR el 5
stand in i g by e . 'M
gastures, tmtion o) a ot - ‘Ansthek Gave Cavalry Call.
sio: ;b“tmdm“iﬁ@&geremul.~ ' A dle shadyin

1by » réundabout way W:onspe
danger. of another furious bluejay iy g4
- | assault. and pessibly more damage| ¢
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Braunstone, . is: always mowa .oa/

o my

temper if to nothing else, I :° my—tha
- ghose jays with a shot-}gyest a Ge
; + bus I couldn’t|
- hiorse’ coli-l g4

b

ve guineas a week,

down ] thought sho could get

o come to us, if she mﬁbned'tgc‘

g ones out of i to the ground. | seemed -all - ince 8 8
; simply wreaking | personal friend of Amy’s cousin’s
i : I left the matter entirely in

her cousin; and as he

y o overcome his ‘nervous-
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“He basa't  Gubbed He

'-'P?ff?f?'" suggested Clara.

“Ah| No—ne! Ze poots!’ he
i his hasds at his
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But to

__ ﬁm*i-wheq she told me all about
évening. Hedee
o the grave are| ‘A charming man!’ she declar-
; tehes ‘and - sticks ed. ‘‘What his lips can’t say his
ve been leff by pilgrims eyes can, ‘He is to see his friend
vo been ‘‘cured.’”” The pil-| to-morrow—at least, I think so;
bring with them cups and and he’ll let me know if and when
oly water, which they place his friend will come to us—I fancy
» burial place; some of them ﬁhh:t'ﬂ_mfrf 1 mt!. Bﬁ mﬂl‘.
i their charming man; Alfred! Bo genia
‘which they hang on a| b ‘vivacious. ‘al?ii’ilzyenl:i' L
sh: beside the grave. The| - -his friend
" bears the inscription, vaciou
by & - friendly -hand to P
semory of ;Rev,: Patrick Dil-
5 died ty, 1838, aged 66

- “fThe - Holme - Mepdow,”._ at)

vo. days ‘elapsed. -~ Then - Amy
‘was summoned to the front door

“try an’ make sense of w'at a nasty
foreigner was sayin’,’’ as. Emily,
the housemaid, explained. ' Amy
rushed ouf to find her West Hamp-
stead cousin’s Italian guest, who

had called to try to make her un-

the Thursday before ‘‘Feast Sun-l
day,”’ and the hay taken by the
parish clerk, who, having it remov-

ted to the village church, has it®jorstand the arrangements he had
| strewn all over the aisles.

{ origin of the custom is not known, | jenced

The! made with his friend, She exper-
great trouble in . compre-
| Hendi him, but gathered from
the drift of his volubility and ges-

_it/is thougnt that it had its
inning in the time when the

" floors of churches and houses were tures that his friend would arrive
on earth and covered with*rushes,|to take up his abode with us the

* | times ' in ' which there "took place| following day.

8| bills than the professional detecter
4 of counterfeits.
| have counterfeift money in one’s|self

jays became quiet after a

presumably went about
iness. “Believing that the
ito incident was closed 1

, my old horse into the pas-
s ‘again, bub t::..:had nqhsoon;:
gun to! crop the grass than ¢

~emerged from the thicket
gilf and renewed the assault ou
-with al} the old fury. I rescued
once more :and took him home
shut him in the barn. .
-~ “A road passes along the
‘on the cother side of the thickei,
is much travelled by teams.

and

tween the bluejays and my horse- )
hooked the horse to my buggy for

a drive to the village. As bhe was
‘Jogging slong by the thickeb tiwze

3

253, rezognized Bim and in-

.denemination for the purposes of|

A little boy was learﬁing his let-
Two | ters, and found it much easier to
; g ! | remember them by appearance than
or three days after the affair be- { by name. One day, wishing to in-| ney to Glasgow Shich
| quire the identity of the letter “L’ | anticipating for some days. It was
' the puzzled youngster asked :

field ’

each year the ceremony of rush| Her greatest uneasiness arosse
beating, the villagers ' going in|from the fact that the charming It-
processions to the churches to strew | alian had dropped so many words
the floors with new rushes. in his native language that she
- Few men carry a bigger roll of| hadn’t the faintest notion which of
them represented the name of his
It is a felony to| friend. However, she consoled her-
-with the reflection that she

possession, but each counterfeit would be perfectly safe in address-

1Nk : ]
detecter has a special license from |18 the coming guest as ‘‘signor,
the treasury de:a.rtment at Wash- and that he hims elf.;mght have,'ﬁn-
ington to carry about 150 samples ished his education in conversation-
of bogns money, For each counter- al English.

st hi : Amy confided all this to me on
feit bill the detecter carries a| . Lot
genuine note of the same kind and my retdrn home in the evening, and

as she was so sure it was all right,

comparison. The t_;otal v.a.lue .Of this, n’t, that 1'did not disturb her mind
good mondy that is carried side br| particularly as she was somewhat
side with the bad is between ©1U,-| ryffled’ by her anxiety to have ev-
000 and $50,000. The bills runjerything prepared for “‘signor’s’’
from 81 up to $1,000 in denomina-| reception on his arrival the next
tion. day. -

It happened most unfortnateuly,
that when I arrived at business the
following morning and went
through my correspondence, 1
' found it would be necessary fog' mie
lto start immediately on the jour-
I had been
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extromely awkward having to leave

‘“AMother, what is this letter thai| Amy to receive this stranger, and

| goes straight out north on one side  gntertain him, in my absence ;. but

end up to God on the other$” as my trip was in connestion with

be it
d,’ not particular-

and I was so uncertain that it was-.

& moment,

tly to enter ‘the draw-|ho

retired for the nijht,. »

ply had not the courage then to at- | ne

tempt to inform him of
ence. -
In the dead of night the he
hold was suddenly aroused b
sound of smashing glass and
tly succeeded by sc

to Clara; ,
and thus they spent

m an’;'gni:t-gtlu nee..

1; he ate - heartily,
ruggin hi: shoulders and smil-
A videly at every thing  Amy
Clara ‘said. At first the
very amusing and
no one who has

it

the
refreshing;
-not exporioncea
jent-conversation with a . perf
stranger by means of smiles, nods,
incomplete sentences, and various
gestures on the lines of Swed‘u‘h

Was ] ~' tting_any sense
from ‘‘signor’’ ieo could not ex-
plain anything as to his route fo

the house; luggage, arrival in Eng-
iand, or myﬁ:? else. He assum-
“d‘n ’irn::i bhund is held .22
an wb 101, e heid on

$ length” Amy toék bim ‘to show
hitmhis room, and with Clara’s ss-
sistance she comveyed its .meaning
‘and significance “hnnl,)dydmhg‘igtb
the bed ‘and. to him ‘and n g,
then pointing to the wash-stand,
and, after pointing to his  face,
making a g‘retense of washing her
own. She had given up talking by
this time. i s

«Ah, sa!” he exclaimed with his
chronic smile. ‘‘An’ ze poots!”

¢«‘Put them outside,’’ said Clara,
pointing down at the landing-floor,
and nodding. “‘His boots do seem
a terrible anxiety .to him,’’ she
added, aside to Amy: 2

Then Amy took him in- hand
‘again, and showed him how to lock
and unlock the doag, and used the
clock as an aid to explain to him
that we dined at eight, and took
breakfast at eight-thirty.

He took it all in with the same
of blended mystification and resig-
nation, and they left him to follow
them-down to the drawing-room at
his own sweet pleasure.

But he had not put in an appear-

ance when Emily announced din-
ner. :
“Run up and knock quietly-on

the gentleman’s door, and tell :
Awided that his confession was

him,”” said Amy. . ;

After a short absence, Emily,
looking very scared, returned  to
say that she could not get any ans-
wer. : ;

I tell you what it is,”’ said Cla-
ra. ‘‘He’s misunderstood us, and
thinks you told him to go to bed.”’

“That’s it, m’m,”’ declared Em-
ily. I ’eard a ’orrible noise like
snorin’, an’ there’s no light in the
room.”’

They discussed it while the vege-
tables got cold. Finally, Amy and
Clara went up to investigate, and

being confirmed in the belief that |

he had retired for the night, Clara

knocked loudly on his door, w{th,

the heroic intention of trying to ex-
plain his mistake.
It was long before & gruff sad

ing; but |

is to kec:pnupanmui ;
-perfect

day. a
courage and curiosity, and detail
by detail the discovery was made
that ‘‘signor’’ had tripped over the
supper-tray and 1
in from his

ad. tal

ce'with’m;’ ©

I gasped. “I :

turning home.

“Great Scott!”’ _
clean forgot to tell you I'd promis-
ed that old pair of tan boots to the
picturesque organ-grinder I took a
likink .to. I told him to call one
evening, and—and—"’ 5 ‘

Amy always says it was entirely
my fault. I say it w?:onotl "~ And
I leave it at that.—London Ans-
wers. "y

-‘——-—*——-.

CASE OF BLIND JUSTIOR. |

Peasant Convieted of Murder H
vt Never Committedar. ™

Tho sutin of $5,000 has just been 124

awarded by the Cher Assize Court.
‘in France as compensation for sev-
enteen years’ penal “servitude un-
dergone by a ' peasant named
Charles Michaud, who received a
life sentence for a murder he did
not commit. "

A rich old peasant, farmer was
murdered and Michaud, a neigh-
bor, was convicted, chiefly on the
evidence of a necktie which had-
‘belongéd to the dead man and of
some stains on his clothes supposed’
to be blood. Michaud protested his
innocence throughout and declared
he knew nothing about the tie and
that the stains were caused by cid-
er. He was convicted and sent to
French Guiana for life.

While he was there a fellow con-
viet confessed or rather boasted
that he had committed the murder.
This man 'later succeeded in escap-
ing from the penal settlement, but
newspapers having taken up his
case and found confirmation of his
story, the Court of Cassation d}t:;
t
necessary new fact which would al-
low it to set aside the condemna-
tion and order a new trial.

Michaud, who was twenty-nine
when convicted. is now 46, but locks
like a broken down old man. His
wife, always convinced of his inno-
cence, was present at the second
trial. His counsel asked for $20,-
000 damages, but the court awarded
$6,000 and the placarding of the
judgment.
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““John,” sho said gently, “‘you
are interested in temperange movye-
ments, are vou not?’ ‘‘Or course
I am,”’ e answered. ‘‘Well, sup-
them st the pump-handle. I wani
s pail of water at oace.””

pose you go and make a few of‘

its pres-|ago E

the ba
blicaine (the
nd the |

fallen downstairs|

dark blue sky.

“In this street a cobbler, an e
bugler in a Cuirassier regim
had his booth. Above the boot
hung a large wicker cage in whici
was a blackbird with a tremendo
voice—a ‘‘hundred ‘throated’’ bi
to. borrow the %diectx

~and s
reet reverberat-

One broill Y,
be stopped in fromt of
stall, and began to mop his crim-
son face. “lggsieur‘,” he said to
the cobbler, ‘‘accept my congratu-
lations: your merle iz the most
eloquent. preacher in Paris, for his
notes are a battle call to the strong
and a sursum ¢orda (lift up your
hearts) to the despairing.”’

PASIEENE :

CAREFULLY EXPLAINED.

“‘Good-bye,”’ said Mrs. James to
her husband, as she left for a
short visit -to her mother. “I've
put everything in oprder for you.
If you can’t find anything wriie
me and I’ll let you know where it
is.”

Two days later Mr. James missed
a favorite hat of his and wrote to
ask where it-had beon put. This
is the reply:-

“T'think T put it in the wawedrobe
in the.front bedroom, but if it isn’t
there you might t¢ry in the hat-.
stand drawer, or the hall-table. ur
perhaps it has fallen behind the
dressing#table in our bedroom. I
think it’s upstairs somewhere.
P. 8.—Perhaps after all I changed
it at the door for some ferns.’

WS

As an old lady who was ill seem.
ed much easier, the nurse in at-
tendance said: ‘‘Now, I think you
will be all right if I put this bell
beside you, and I will go and ges
a sleep.”” ‘A sleep!” exclaimed
the onI{ lady in evident wonder.™
““Why, I thought you were a train-
ed nurse!” I am,” said the
nurse drily, ‘but unfortunately
we are not trained to keep awake
for ever.” ; 3
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