OF HIS MAJESTY’S ISLAND PRINCE EDWALD. 43

the forms and rules of proceeding could be fixed by
a permanent law, In short, that Governor Patter-
son might make use of them as an example in what
had there been found convenient,butnot as a Rule.

The House of Assembly, however, is df opinion,
that the best comment on this article of the Royal
Tustructions is the conduet of the Governor t6 whom
they were addressed, and hisproceedings under them,

Governor Patterson, in the first Session of the Le-

islature, held on the 7th day of July, 1773, ad-
5ressed the Council and House of Assembly in the
following words : :

¢ As this is the first General Assémbly which
hath ever met in this Island, you will find it neces-
saty to make many rules, orders, and forins, for
the regulation of your proceedings, which I recom-
mend to be the first business you take up, and that
you will be governed init, as far os situntion and
eircumstances will allow, by the rules, orders, and
forins, whichhave for so many ages, and to so high
a pitch of glory, conducted the Parliament of Great
Britain.” And at the same time, in addressing the
House of Assembly, the Governor addressed it in
the following words:

¢ Geutlemen of the House of Reprasentatives,

(¢ As all laws by which any taxas are Jaid, or Re-
venue raised, must originate with you, if I thought
it consistent with my duty to his Majésty, or in
other words, conformable to’ the intevest of this
Island, in its present infant state, I would ask you
10 make some provision for the incidental sttvices
of this Government.”

This House has been fegulated from that day,
down to the present tiine, by such rulés, forms, and
order of proceeding, as was suggested in that speech,
. 'The British Parlinment was everits model, and the
House trusts that it may cver continue so to bé ;
and while it disclaits any thing like an assumption
of the whole power of the British House of Com-
mons® yet it trusts, that it will never be construed
as a departure from the Royal Ynstructions, or as
an uhdue assumption of suthority, that it follows
the vules, orders, and forms of proceeding, of the
House of Cdmmens, in passing its laws.

This House is quite dwdke of that part of the
17th artitle of the saime Instructions, on which his
Majesty’s Uouncil appears to have sb uch reli-
ance, and vhich is in thé following words: «That
the greatest care should bie taken, that no colour or
pretence is given for thé assumption of any powers
or privilegés by the said Lower House of Assembly
whith have not been allowed to Asseiblies in our
other Colonies, and that their mode of passng laws,
and the exercise of that negative upon those laws
which we have thonght it to reserve toyou, by our
Commissjon, under our’ Great Seal, do conform to,
and correspond with, those regulations and restric-
tions which have been establishedin (his respect in
our other American colonies,”

1t appears to the T¥ouse of Assembly that this

Instruction had not in -view the regulation of any
rule or ordér of proceeditlg as betweén the Assem-
Uly and the Council, but as related to the preroga-
tive of the Crown, and the exercise of thé negative
reserved by the Governor’s commission, on which
the House trusts it is id no danger of evér making
an encroachment. \

Ifis Majesty’s Council, in its message, sfates, that
itis well assured that no 'such power or privilege
wasever conletred by the Royal Instrictions on
this House, or on any of the neighbouring Colonial
Assemblies, of granting and appropriating the sup~

plies to the Crown in the way claimed by this House

iuits Resolution of the 238 of March last. And
the Council, in proof of fhis assertion, is pleased to

submit to the consideration of the House, an article
of the Royal Instructions fo the Governor of Nova-
Scotia of the 18th March, 1756, to this purport,—
that members of Colonial Assemblies had assumed to
themselves priviléges no way'belonging to them,
such as being protected from saits at law, aud that
Assemblies bad adjourned themselves at pleasure,
without leave from the Goverdor first allowed, and
others had taken upon them the sdle framing of mo-
ney bills, refusing to let the Council altet or amend
the same, and that it was his Majesty’s pleasure,
that the Couancil of Nova-Scotia should have the
like power of framing money bills as the Assembly.

The House of Assembly ¢annot help expressing
its surprise, that the Royal Iristructions alluded to
should now hate becn bidught forward with a view
to influénce the present question, inasmuch as it
bears a daté 17 years prior to the existence of the
Legislature of this Colony, and which the House
believes. was never known or heard of within the
Island before jt vas annonnced in the message of
his Majesty’s Countil; and were it not for the res-
pect which this House owes to cvery statement, in
matter of fict, which comes fifom his Majesty’s
Council, its authenticity might well have been
doubted of, thore pafticulicly when itis well known,
that in the Very Colony wherk such instruction is
supposedpdo be in forcé, no practice of thé kind
Exnts, but on the contrary, that all money bills ori-
ginate with the House of Assenibly. .

The House of Assembly laments to find, that in
a claid so new and unprecedented a4 that which has
been rhade by his Majesty’s Council, it should found
it dn matters both foreign and obsolete; and that
it should be thought nécessary in addition to these,
to resort to the very foundation of our Legislature
to uphold by new glosses and constructions, a claim
which never wis heard of till the 27th ot Octo-
ber, 1825, ’

The House of Assembly finds no such article in
the Royal litstructions to’ Governor Patterson, nor
in those to' Lord William Campbell, to which he was
referred for eximples and precedents, as that extra-
ordinary one alluded to by the message of his Majes-
ty’s Council, and said to have been directed to the
Governot of Nova-Scotia in the year 1756, giving
the Council a power to originate money bills—the
conclusion of the House is, that by its being omit-
ted in thesé Iustructions, and every subsequent one,
his Majesty niust have been advised-to omit, it.
The House_is confirmed in this conclusion by the
18th article of the Instructions to Governor Pat-
terson, which proves clearly, that the King looked
for grants of money from the House of Assembly
alone,.and which is in thé following words :

“ I, will however be your duty, as soonas a Ge-
neral Assembly is [ormed, to recommend this matter
to the House of Representatives, and require them
in our name to grant us such Revenue, as may
amount to all the expences of Government on some
certain  estimate;”’—and, the speéch of Governor
Patterson to the House of Assembly in its first
Sessjon, is quite in conformity to this Instruction.

Thé House has not failed to remarlkin the inessage
of his Majesty’s Council, a studied omission of all
mentionof the usage and practice of this Legislature,
and a Constant reference to the practice of adjoining
Coloniés, or neighbouring Colonies, as if this Legis-
laturé had no rules, usages, or practices of its awn,
to refer to, or as if these were quite unworthy of
considération. His Majesty’s Couanéil cannot sure-
ly hidvé forgotien, that the Houseof .Assembly did,

by the mouth of its Speaker, in the first Session of, .

the ‘present General Assembly, claim all its aucient

rights dnd pritileges, and that his Excelleucy the .
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