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A CASE OF MELANOTIC SARCOMA OF THE COMMON
BILE DUCT AND THE AMPULLA OF VATER.

By FRANCIS J. SHEmEKD, MJ), tLJJ., F.ILCAE. (HbM.X
r 10 mmnMM. awmM. mmrtAL, montmal, canaoa.

The rarity and dbtcuiity of this case ooratlfutcs my apology
for reporting it.

Mr. A. S., aged forty-four years, bridge engineer, consulted Dr.
A. E. McHrp^, frf LM^ae, P. Q., in June, 1907, for severe itdtb^
all over the body, but especially about the chest and back. On
examination a very faint tinge of yeUow was observed on the skin

and conjunctive. There were no digestive disturbances, but
dkdnct loss of iq>petite. A few days later the jnmdice de^ened
and the itchiness increased. There was no pain, but the patient

complained of loss of strength, great lassitude, and much depression

<tfs{nrits. There was also constipation. On physical examination,
when first seen by Dr. M(»phy, no aboarmal condition about the
Hver was discovered; everything stemed nonnaL
About the middle of July a smooth, rounded, painless swelling

was made out in the region of the gall-bladder. This was looked
upon as a distended gall-bladder. All this time theie ynm abm-
dant bile in the urine and the stools were colorless andwy fctk^
except oqpasionally when they had a chocolate hue.

Mr. S. was admitted undar my care as a patient in the Montreal
General Hosfntal an July 36, 1907, die loBoii^ Mi M^taty:
A tall, spare man, of very fair complexion; had never been ill

before in his life, and had always been most athletic, being very
Inid^ oo^iocv sports. He wask h» imud health until May 15,

1907, when his feet began to ftdi at n^it. Hife kt^^ qncKl
^ over his body, and vay sooju^^q^^^ftjune) his conjunctivas


