
The Fourth Estate
A Drama Revealing Privilege's Assaults on Democracy’s Bulwarks

B. O. FLOWER. Editor Twentieth Century Magasine
I » boor bin* plan now on the American utagr la "The Fourth Eetale” and It laeeeeflhei 
ter written. The play waa written by aa experienced neuapnper man i 

ay ahowa bow the great daily papen of Vnlled >

EDITOR'S NOTE. Owe of the !
and moot rea Untie new «paper _
knows whereof he apeak a. The play shews how the great daily papers of Veiled States (and It la the same In Canadai i
corporadoo hiflnenee. It shows the rarioes powerful and subtle influences that may be brought to bear upon any journal that t__________
sol and ted the truth. But a bore all the drama demonstrates the power of a newspaper for good when that power la properly exerrtoed

i studied the drama and has written the following r 
better understand the attitude of the i

Mr. B. O. Flower, editor of the Twentieth Century Magaxine. of Boston, has 
ta béa maptane. We eetenwed this article In our randan Mini key may b 
roatrolled by corporations or politicians.

iatcfritj «I public end privi 
bfi«i destroyed by the high 
•ad ■asters of the trusts »od ru

HP. Fourth Fe­
ule I# • bur 
ptsy. a play

swhlegiy is- 
lerreting and 
wonderfully re- 
alistk- drama of 
present day 
life. It b one 

impressive el poses of the 
influence of the republic 

feudalism of privileged weelth 
i brought before

It is out strange that the critics on the 
tepm that represent the a,interesU" 
•evegHy attacked the play and strove 
« every way possible to prevent people 
hem going to see it; foe it lake» the public 
behind the scenes sod shows precisely how 
the bench and the press are being de- 

, and ia so doing how the moral 
rate life b 

flnanriere
of the trusts and corporations. 

The pby b fortunate in iU name. 
It was Burke, who ia parliament said, 
b balance There ere represented here, 
tbee eaUtes (referring, of course, to the 
wewa. the aristocracy and the commons). 
Bet yonder in the reporter's gallery, he 
continued, is n fourth estate, more power- 
■ *b« either of the others—more power­
ful that all the others.

Thb pby shows that while with a free 
pcom, democracy and public interest 
•nnW be safe, the day of the free press has 
Hectically passed. It shows how mul- 
Utsdieoes and how well nigh invincible 

thn weapons of the closely knit and 
■•kb organised feudalism of privileged 
•eallh, and how it is not only gaining 
• lira ogle-hold on the press, hut how 
Vf, complacent, shrewd, political, in- 
rj^eelly keen and morally ohtuu* 
jewners among the lawyers from time to 
**•* pushed to the front when there 
wtvseancies on the bench: while with 
•coming insistence, the privileged classes 

lkat wme rever- 
mould be shown the bench that the 

tT*? ^«ved in the old days when the 
*2** ryBtl idea was accepted by the 

shows how the moment 
-tabïi ” 1 *° ***** the people, the

to work to capture.
ur destroy |t; wbik lhe brilliant

^ reporters and editorial
wko cauuot be bought or bribed 

1 M7 one of e »--- •—> -»■»----- -------

rraev and popebr right* Let no man be 
deceived. Every strong public character.

or who insists upon placing tl 
weal above all coesMefation of self, or 
of a class, b today a marked man and no 
stone will be left unturned in the effort 
to destroy him. And owe reason why the 
metropolitan reactionary press trim! to 
kill "The Fourth Estate waa because 
perhaps more vividly and convincingly 
than ever before this fact waa presented 
at once to the car. the eye. the braie 
and the heart of the auditor.

The Author
The author of the plav. Joseph Medill 

Patterson, has proved himself to he a 
patriot after a large pattern of the fathers 
who gave to the world thb great Republic 
He is himself a journalist and the grandson
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M bo* ag»o«at#g «s Iks r*4w*l kee*k. Is Iks 
sullrs UlsIRKtss e# Ik# We» Usait ssotMoa
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u, °? • hundred different ways.
«wramrVÎ1” «‘'«««el. juit u th,

feadaiutn of pririleged wealth 
Gnreraoc Folk. Mayor Johnston. 

*■?/*«“ Francis / Heae, into 
J* llt?d,y trying to drier 

Md sn2?!l U Fo,,etle- Jutlf* Lindsey 
U he :--*** e5» tes men who are found 
Is aggressive and loysl

pnnnpl## of fundam

of Joseph Medill. so long the master 
spirit of the Chicago Tribune. His 
knowledge of all pha*es of newspaper 
work, has enabled him to show at once 
precisely how flic metropolitan paper 
is made and to depict with equal fidelity 
the multitudinous agencies secretly em­
ployed by privilege and corruption in 
poisoning the fountains of public infor­
mation.

The plan considered broadly, is history 
rather than fiction. Though the details 
are fiction, the drama is in a general 
wan the true picture of the present-day 
daily press under the immoral and oppres­
sive despotism of privileged wealth.
The cast contains five principal characters.

undamental demo- , ZZm *bw.
WHFFI.FR BRAND, a 

Wlr patriot

There are several characters who, 
though occupying important roles are 
unite subordinate to the five principles. 
Among these are:

R*— McHeury. el Ike op*Mm ajf Ik# stay, 
k*< " ~*'rr

FkyWe Notas, Ik# b«**UM tfuprtrr of Ik# 
•ew pf»p*1*Mf of Tk# Atfntft. Fky*e Is s 
Brya Mew* 0rf of MW# 4#ptk of fkarvu* bet #s- 
Rvslr utiotM to g#t Hilo poo4 society.

MBS- NOLAN, ike wWe of Ike ■IW*eslr> 
t**p; attackag ta k#r deegfct#* **d eege* le gels 
eerisf peeMee far the keeeâi ef ke* rMMrœ.

SYLVFHTFB NOLAN, ee fpty aa*ag yelk, 
rsleeg ky lee awb »»*Hb. Hie fslhe* fces trM 
le *afa le get Me throegk Ik# freeketae year 
la Harvsrg. sag st Ike opeeteg #f Ike play be la 
busy eegegfeg la eewlM wBg eele.

FOWFLL. ee Imp# re slew* peel, frleeg ef flyl- 
*#e*e* Noies sag late* reh repeeler ee Tk# Agree*»

MMf»l -dll"6 ef The kd.aace, • dn, 
fWng metropolitan deity which. efler 
pawif llmti eerie* heed» toe MW 
iisrsma tto props ri y <i Mr Maine 

Wtoe (to mrUie Hm, M m eight 
Hole McHenry, tto eaueirr. relire tto 
oOrr free e prirete deer, ead ttoe 
ffdlow. tto (ret ef twe rlrid panoramic

tier* of tto newspaper ie tto making 
lhie Ht, tto -dit• riel ddt ef the work 
» ehiefly rrprwetrd. * is tto 1*1 ert 

I tore ie • li».n pen. re mir pHterr ef tto 
nw-toekel ee w-il e. tto editorial wort 
ia tto arehiae of e doily piper, tint toe 
proiwMy never led,re heea eqaiHed 
te tto rnlivai ne lay ela#e.

It eeew derate,, that ia tto earelee 
edtitae ef Tto Adiawrw there h* eioaoui
a earrhie* eipn*rr ef e* of tto aeiey 
ieferaow rnmmetriil plate that tore 
marked tto had earn htoery if A mérita 
«ara Wall Street ead tto fewdellem ef 
pririlr*d wealth here toremr tto domi­
nait ferine* ia the hweiar* We if owe 
aalioa. la thie iaeUare tto Federal 
Jedr- Harteimy ie maaertrd ia aa afly 
way with e shameful prweeedie*. 
Thrnuyh Me aid ead roaairaare tto Wall 
Stmt re raider., who are eephnelawly 
termed ’hitch iMBeim." tore wrerhed 
a great iron company. The erpneeme 
created consternation, not only among 
tto highly respecUhir gamblers ie.oi.ed. 
bat tto “big intereKe ia geeerai. who 
rely upon aa acrommodatiag judge 
to further their rmrioui sc be me. for ac- 
quirieg wealth owned and *raad by other. 
All day long tto telephone tor tore ia 
constant at, regieteriag tto iediguat 
protests of tto "mil sane end ooeeerre­
tire wrecker, end their confederate., 
who realise that If tto people -use. come 
to under.tend that the eierelioe of a 
shrewd and complacent corporation at- 
tornev to tto touch, dore not nn rsmrfly 
transform tto man who has been flghtieg 
for corrept privilege foe years, into a 
high-miedeil patriot, whom master in­
terest is centered ia tto public weal, 
one of tto strongest tramp cards will to 
lost to tto republic destroying influences 

In tto meentime. Wheeler Brand, the 
day city editor, who has beta responsible 
for tto esposure has prepared e still 
more damaging artiaie. At this juncture 
Judith Bertel my, daughter of tto judge, 
enters and pleads srith McHenry to re­
tract tto statements, which she .impose- 
to to utterly faim, relating to tor lathee, 
end to promise not to publiait any further 
reflections upon him. She also trim to 
fled out who « tto author of tto olfreeiee 
esposure. Failing ia all tto* things she 
asks to see W heeler Brand, who ns tor 
affianced husband, she between will to
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