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lMixed Farming and & X

X

v Grain Growing v

The et | have chosen for today's
frwruee i Mised Farming versus
Grain Growing or, n other words

Is mived farming or grain growing the

ware profitable and desirable for the
Mabitoha farmer. and especially 1o the
farmer in this fretrct The object

{ this paper is not (o teach anyone b

te farm properly and scientifically
that is the purpose of the farm journals
but rather to bring forth & fo

eh will serve L

ereale such a discus

A as will help to »

lificultios and perbips o

Mived farming s & very wide subjret
volume might be
plete Relore
Hl to ask our
What is mined farming and

v on which & large
writien and still be e
going further, it will be

sl ves

lefinition | would give myself is that
s & system of farming wherehy & lasge
wrtion of the area of the farm s
fevoted to the mauintenance of live stock

e kinds, and where the revenue
Jerived from the sale or the products
of such stock forms a very comsiderable
part of the

year's income. The balance

d the farm, of course i devoled to
cervals

In contra-distinction to this, geain
growing s the system under which
the farmer depends almost solely upon

the sale of the cereals he mises for his

income, and if he should happen to have
an extra cow or steer or half & dosen
hogs to sell, that is looked upon as »
almost sy & by
Assuming
this comparison 1o be correet, | am sure
you will agree with me that in this Reston

side line 1 might

product of little importance

district there are a very few mised
farmers
There is more than one reason for

this state of affairs In the early days
most of us came here with little or no
capital, and by the time we had secured
land and purchased a few necessaries
it behooved us Lo secure a living by such
methods as ensured the gquickest returnse
Consequently, once launched upon grain
growing, we have not yel seen good and

sufficient reason why we should mend
our ways Again, the markets for live
stock are anything but inviting, and

while they continue so unsatisfactory
farmers will be slow lo undertake any-
thing so precarious

There is no doubt in my mind that
mived farming is the ideal system, but in
the limited time at our disposal today
we can only touch on a few reasons why
it is so, and the most important | believe
maintenance of fertility in
our soils. In all older countries it is
found to be absolutely necessary to
use fertilizers of some description in order
to produce any crop, and while we, in
this newer west, have not yet been
compelled to resort to this practice,
we cannot expect long to escape the pen-
alties of continually taking from the
soil without adding to it. No soil on the
face of the earth is inexhaustible, and
scientists tell us that it is much easier
to maintain fertility than to restore it
Already we are told that in the older
parts of Manitoba the land shows signs
of wearing out, for while good crops
of straw can still be pr ved  there,
the elements whioch go toform the grain
are lacking and ¢ fuently the yield
is disappointing. It seems to me that
this reason alone should be quite strong
enotghoto ifiduce us to keep more live
stock if other conditions were favorible,
as by so doing we would have enough
manure for our purpose without being
obliged to fall back on the expensive,
and I might almost say, make-shift,
way of using artificial manures

Most men, | believe, have a natural
liking for some particular kind of live
stock. It may be horses, it may be
cattle, it may be hogs or sheep, and even
the insignificant hen is not unworthy
of notice as a source of income, especially
from the housewife’s point of view
I think it would be the part of wisdom
before entering into the live stock industry
for the farmer to decide for himsell the
kind of livestock he would take most
interest in and what hi« farm is best fitted
for. Also he must consider the conditions

N\

to be the

under which he will he placed as regards
labor, markets, ol

Every lurmer must keep horses.  Would
ot be woll, capecially for those who have
Be breaking of backsetting teo do to
heep s many brood mares as possible
heep

mplement of horse-fesh

and rase encugh dis. el only e
up their full o
bl alse (o have some for sale every yoar
alter they reach theee or four years of
age

Usually there is & slack time after swed
ing. when mares pid be well
for o few weeks for the
thes off apring
to produce
the cold »
abde feed were

spared
yut jrome of raming
Or they might be bred
fonls in the fall just before

Then, i suit
they would be
farmer instend of
cating their heads off in idleness during
the winter, Some will tell us there is
too much rnk i breeding valuable mares
and that it is as cheap in the long rus

ther sels in

making money for the

to buy their horses as to chance losing
the mares and paying for
I admit there is & heavy risk
submit that this may be

dend foals
but would
redw by
& precaution which s almost
imvariably practiced by British farmers
By the payment of & few dollars one can
be protected 1o the extent of two-thirds
or three-quarters of the value of the mare
and also & certain amount for the foal
As all know, the present price of horses
s very high, and the prospects for the
future look devidedly bright for
who will have any to spare
attractive

Insurancey,

thiver
However,
hotse breeding may be, it
s to the horned stock the average farmer
must look for means to maintain his farm
in good condition, and | venture to think
that from 30 to 50 head of cattle of all
ages could be kept by every farmer
and considerable more by some Further
I say, not only “can,” but in the not far
distant future “will” be kept

Let us look at some of the advantages
of this system. Some form of crop
rolation practiced which will
make sulstantial provision for growing
feed This will no doubt reduce the sere
age devoled to wheat and to bare summer
fallow and increase the amount of conrse
grains and hay and pasture

It will also mean cdeaner farms as
fencing must be done to keep stock in
their places and at the same time keep
stray stock away and prevent trails
being made through the fields thereby
preventing the introduction of many
weed seeds The already - on
the farm can be kept under better control
by growing: more grains  and
artificial grasses

As there would be less wheat to handle,
fewer extra men would be required for
harvest and that problem, instead of
increasing, with every suceeeding year
would become less acute than at present

Farmers within reassonable distance
of a station might find it profitable to
keep, say, ten or more dairy cows, either
for home butter making or for the pur-
pose of shipping cream and also as an
adjunct to this branch a few brood »
from which two litters yearly should
be raised and fattened

Other farmers living more remote from
market might prefer to give their attention
to raising beefl or perhaps stockers which
should find ready sale among those who
ean stall-feed during the winter. The
mixed farmer, by proper planning, should
have something to turn into cash every
month in the year

Of course, mixed farming has its
drawbacks, too. There is something to
occupy the time all day and every day
from January 1st to December Sist,
especially where dairying is followed,
and suitable help is not always available
Most hired men have a strong antipathy
to milking cows, feeding pigs and the
hundred and one other little things that
require to be done, but such matters
can usually be adjusted in one way of
another

must be

weeds

Coarse

Dairying, too, almost invariably adds
to the work of the already overburdened
wife, s0 that where domestic help is not
within reach | think no man would be
justified in expecting his better half to

Continued on Page 30

Page ¥

Twe Good Things
For Farmers

—a trouble. fence and
n:-hb'nd'.k:'q-. .

STANDARD
Woven Wire Fence

s all No. g hard dewwn steel wire,
bewvil 'Jv-.d-vﬂl"l\o'ﬂt
M‘u‘.".oﬁkﬁlﬂh-h
al I:!.-\nulu--“l-
Lot h X

o o S SO

ot right ang -

mm-m.n-nu-ﬁ:
expense of solid or tebular steel,

Sindy e
o&?':n.z'-u— "-=
W oyom write— aimn sampie ek "

The Bamdard Woo Pomes (o o Wosdatoch
lmmes Westmed Oui amd Bromben Bea

THE
ONLY
DOUBLE
TRACK
(AL [ | N E
RETWEREN

Chicago and
Eastern Canada

and the Double Track Route to
NEW YORK, we Niagars Falle

THROUGH COACHES AND
PULLMAN SLEEPING CARS

W&Cﬂhfm

88 Ce.

Special Tours 10 the M
Bermudas and West Indles

....".'.3:.“.".."..':".... o 4 B Do,
‘G«'.:vd x“- Pase 'D-m‘.ﬁm

The Threshold

of Democracy

in the Labor, Agricultural and Re-
form press. No other agency
provides the same effective forum
which generates true progress.

THE VOICE

211 RUPERT 8T,

in ome of the best labor papers In North
America lm-unuc toward the far.
mers organ movement, and free
from gngs.

Does it ever ocenr to you that the or
nnized farmors and mers should
stand together, and st you shounld
stody the viewpoints and activities of
the Iabor men?

THE 12.PAGE vnn‘ YOICR 18
$100 A YRA

PURE BRED POULTRY

BARRED PLYM WHITE

ORPINGTONS. . oot straing

in North America. 8o sesson
Enivar Poubiry Farma. l.du‘ Ont.

bave the

o i
-

e PR TL A

e
/ & —
e e e - B o e B R e R SN

-—

- k.

R,

Fila
-
.

-

o~
- -
e

-
-

.-

i




