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Mixed Fanning and 
Grain Growing

TW *«h)#n I hot* rhuM* le» |*âe> 
«Iisressèu* ls “ Hllrsl » •#*»'«*
(•rmèm <#rewi»g„~ m. il oiWr 
’!• mtfé fermées u» fraie gr.»e.»g |W 
«Mte proSubl» emf .lr.„.u, fer iW 
Welllolm ferme» emê r*pw«»Jt> le iW 
fermer le tWs .h.lnrl • TW eWrrf 
«4 iWs imfarr le eef le Irerfc eevnw bew 
le fer* eod wentteli
Ikel U IW perpiaar ef |W ferm r.ureel. 
bel relWr le bries fort* e fee meet» 
•Web e ill serve |o tree le seek e dise «s- 
•me e» will help le redece N.er ef eer 
•Il A. utiles eed prrWp» salve others

Wltrd fermées •» ■ vwry wk 
ue- oe wkérk e 1er se vJoe# 
eniiee eed si,Il W leromeMe H 
gwéttg fwrlWe. ,| edi W writ le eek 
•rires. **Wkel le etinl Urnung1 ' eed 
IW deimlme I eeebê gîte mywM le Ikel 
il b e system ef fermes whereby e le##e 
prvafMartme of Ike area ef iW ferm •• 
devoted le IW emielreeere of live sleek 
«d venues beds, eed ekere |W reveeee 
derived from |W mie or IW prodeM» 
of seek Murk form» e very ro—éderobl» 
pert of IW >rar» ieroew TW bale ere 
of IW ferm. of rrnnr. ke devoted to 
refeel»

le coelre-dietiertéMe le Ikèe. fraie 
growiag b tW •> «km under eklrk

eeder wkérk W w« W plered es resards 
labor, markets. H»

K very fanwer en keep kornes AoeW 
il e**i be ee«. esperledi for Ibasse ek» be*e

breekiws or be«i«el|ias lo d». le

IW fermer depends almost solely upon 
IW mie of lW refeele W raises for ki» 

d happen lo baveincome, and if W should ka| 
ee élira row or sim 
ha«a le sell. Ikel i» looked wpoe ee • 
side liar. 1 might almoel my a by 
prodert of little importance. Assuming 
ibis comperison lo be mrrerL 1 am sure 
yaw will agree wilk me Ibel in Ibis Heston 
district there are a very few mixed 
farmers.

There is more than one reason for 
this stole of affairs. In iW early days 
mint of us rame here with little or no 
capital, and by IW lime we had secured 
land and purchased a few neceaeanes 
it behooved ws to eerwre a living by such 
methods as ensured the quickest returns 
( onsequentiy. once launched upon 
growing, or have not yet seen 
sufficient reason why *e 
our ways. Again, the markets for live 
stock are anything but inviting, and 
while they continue so unsatisfactory 
farmers will W slow lo undertake any
thing so precarious.

There is no doubt in my mind that 
miied farming is the ideal system, but in 
tbe limited time at our disposal today 
we can only touch on a few reasons why 
it is so. and tW most important I believe 
to be the maintenance of fertility in 
our soils. In all older countries it ie 
found to be abaolutrly necessary to 
use fertilieers of some description in order 
to produce any crop, and while we. in 
this newer west, have not yet been 
compelled to resort to this practice, 
if cannot expect long to escape the pen
alties of continually taking from the 
soil without adding to it. No soil on the 
face of the earth ia inexhaustible, and 
scientists tell us that it is much easier 
to maintain fertility than to restore iLe 
Already we are Vdd that in the older 
parts of Manitoba the land shows signs 
of wearing out, for while good crops 
of straw can still be produced there, 
the elements which go tp^orm the grain 
are lacking and t^tartfucntly the yield 
is disappointing. It seems to me that 
this reason alone should be quite strong 
enodgh-to induce us to keep morç live 
stock if other conditions were favoiilbfe. 
as by so doing we would have enfbugh 
manure for our purpose without being 
obliged to fall back on the expensive, 
and I might almost say, make-shift, 
war of using artificial manures.

Nlost men. I believe,, have a natural 
liking for some particular kind of live 
stock. It may be horses, it may be 
cattle, it may be hogs or sheep, and even 
the insignificant hen is not unworthy 
of notice as a source of income, especially 
from the housewife*» point of view.
I think it would be the part of wisdom 
before entering into the live stock industry 
for the farmer to decide for himself tbe 
kind of livestock he would take most 
interest ia and what bis farm is best fitted 
for. Also he must consider tbe conditions
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rnrnwr. eithm memneblr di.I.nrr 
ml e itellae mighl find it profiUldr to 
knp my. Im or nwc dairy row,, ritbrr 
for home belle nuking or M Ito per- 
pmr ml «hipping me end aim ne an 
adjunct to Ihi. breach a few brood our. 
from which two litter, yearly .hould 
l»r raised and fattened.

Other farmers living more remote from
t might prefer to give their attention 

to riuing beef or perhaps stockera which 
should find ready sale among tho«e who 
eaa Stall-feed during the winter The 
mixed farmer, by proper planning, should 
have something to turn into cash every 
month ie tbe year

Of course, mixed farming has its 
drawbacks, too. There is something to 
occupy llw time all day end carry day 
from January l.t |„ Drmmbrr Sl.l, 
riprclaJI/ where dairying » followed, 
rod iiictalcle help i. not al.ny, available 
Meat hired men hare a .Iront antipathy to milting row., feeding o£ 
hundred and one other little thing. Ihnl 
require lo be done, but .ueh nutter, 
mn u.ually be ndju.trd in one way or 
another

Dairying, too. almost invariatiy add. 
lo the work <4 the already overburdened 
wife. »o that where dome.tie help i. not 
within reach I think no man would be 
justified in elprrting hi. better ball to
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