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DOMINION CHURCHMAN.

(Nov. 4, 13“
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last thres years have caused rather a scarcity of
ready money in the country. But I know also that
‘where systematic efforts are made, money is procar-
ablein far larger amounts than the offertory collections
would indicate. These collections in outlying districts
have been, I cannot help saying, for  the most part,
wretchedly poor, and certainly do not indicate that
our Lay members have at all grasped the responsi-
bility that rests npon them in this matter, the wrong
that they are doing in relying on the generosity of
strangers, or the privilege of giving to the Lord of
their substance. Are the Clergy free from blame in
this matter ? Do you, my reverend brethren, urge
upon those committed to your charge as frequently as
you might, the necessity of their turning their
thoughts to this subject, the responsibility that is
theirs to take care tbat those who preach the Gospel
should live of the Gospel, the loss they incur if they
do not lend of their substance, and that as liberally
as they can, to the Lord ? I know that we are some-
times tempted to shrink from this subject, because it
seems almost as though we were begging for ourselves,
and some may think that we are doing so. Well, if
this were true, is it not better that we should fear-
lessly say to those to whom we minister, * If we
have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great
matter that we should reap your carnal things? The
Lord hath ordained that they who preach the Gospel
should live of the Gospel,” than that we should be
dagndent for our sustenance on the offerings of those
in England (who often, as we know, give with much
self-denial) one dayjlonger than is necessary. because
of our negligence in stirring up those committed to
our charge to their solemg duty. But the fuct is in
uar the people to give, you do not ask for your-
ves ; and what does it matter if some misinterpret
motives ? You ask for God and His work—for the
treasury of the sanctuary. He takes what is offered,
for His priests as His own, and He gives it back to
them from His altar. You ask for the sonls' sakes of
those to whom you minister that there may be fruit
abounding to their account on that day when they
shall stand before Him who has made His people
stewards of those things which He places in their
hands. If any of these have not realized their duty,
their solemn responsibility in the matter of giving for
the sapport of the Holy Church as part, and a most
important part, of their religious duties, will it be any
exouse for the Priest to urge that he was afraid to in-
gist on the dutyedpreservingly’lest his motives should
be misinterpreted ? Surely not. My brothers, let us
flinch not from this duty, however disagreeable it may
be. The people committed to our charge want teach-
ing on this as on other subjects, perhaps more. We
have the responsibility of teaching them. The duty
of systematic, proportionate giving in an adequate
measure, is not one that comes to men intuitively. It
is perhaps harder to learn than most religious duties.
And those who have been educated in England especi-
ally have been so accustomed to rely on what former
generations have done for the .ordi maintenance
of religion, that it is difficult for them to realise that
all here depends on themselves. - They need to be re-
minded of the sacrifices that others are making for
their sakes. No one will remind them of this if the
Clergy do not.
Unless we do teach them the Church .can never
per in the land. It cannot long be supported
m without. It can only be considered as resting
on a substantial basis, when those to whom they
minister in spiritual things supply that which is
necessary for its material maintenance. The sooner
this is the case the better for all. '

There are two things that, I venture to say, I very
earnestly hope may be avoided in any scheme that
may be put forth by the Synod or the Executive Com-
mittee acting for the Synod. The first is the lower-
ing stipends below the possibility of efficient work.
It is plainly quite impossible for any Cl an in
this country to do his work properly unless he keeps
& horse, except it may be one or two very exceptional
places on the. railway where there is scarcely any
settlement. I donot believe that any Clergyman can
do this and live, at least in any of the towns on the

line less than $1,000. ' In the country where the sar- | .

rounding settlers may do much to help in supplying
necessary food, even though they have little ready
money, the expenses of living may be much smaller.
It is better, I am sure, if the choice muspbe made, to
bave fewer Olergy able to do their wakk—efficiently
than a larger number unable to move about. The
other thing that, I venture to say, I hope may be
avoided is, I think, of still more importance to the
future well being of our Church, it is the danger of
our drifting into a state of mere congregationalism.
) 8 ver.ileunestly trust that the mistake may as far as
possible be avoided of making the individual Clergy-
man dependent on the congregation to which he min-
isters. I know the difficulties in the way of any other
oourse. It is only natural, perhaps, that those who
provide the money for the maintenance of the Clergy-
man should expect to have that influence over him

~ who ministers %o them that direct payment may be

supposed to give them. And,it may be urged with
gome truth, that if a Clergyman is unpopular, and can-
not win the people, it is better that he should be made
to feel it, by the withdrawal of their material support,
than that, by continuing in a position for which he is
unfitted, he should hinder the work of Christ. But the
evils of this system, I believe, immeasurably outweigh
all that may be urged in its favor. The Clergy, accord-
ing to our Church, are commissioned with a divine
authority to teach, to declare God’s message to His
people, to act as the stewards of His mysteries. The

are responsible not to the flock that they have to feed,
but to Him, the under-shepherds of whose flock they
are appointed.to be. And if they are to exercise their
ministry with singleness of purpose, if without fear of
man, they are to declare what they have been taught to
regard as the whole council of God—if we desire them
to be, as surely they ought to be—above suspicion of
holding back anything either from fear of man or to
please man, we ought to be very jealous indeed of their
perfect freedom from the possibility of their being influ-
enced by baser motives than the pure regard of truth.

Besides, is not this system injurious to the givers ?
‘When men measure their offerings by ‘the popularity
of the minister whom they wish thus to honor, can they
be said really to give to God ? Are their gifts not
really given to man, as they would give for any worldly
service or friendship ? And thus what might be treas-
ure stored up in heaven, is cast away upon the earth.
It was given with no high motive of pleasing God, or
because His Holy Church required it, but only to
please self. '

It was surely a truer, higher, and more Christian
principle when all the offerings of the faithful were put
into a common fund, and the Bishop, the Clergy and
the poor had each their allotted share, and the Clergy
went where they were most needed, and they were wel-
comed not for their individual popularity, but because
they were Christ’s ambzssadors, and the stewards of
His mysteries, and had gifts to bestow upon His people
for the reconciliation of sinners and the strengthening
of the faithful ; and men gave what they could, not to
men, but because the love of Christ constrained them
to acts of self-denial, and the Holy Church was His ap-
poixi{ted instrument on earth for the furtherance of His
work. :

It may be too much to expect to see |this high ideal
again realized ; but ought we not toset it before us as our
model and to try to attain as near to it as we can. It
would, I am sure, be worth a little sacrifice in the
present, a little patient waiting, if by setting up a right
principle we can in the end raise men’s thoughts and
motives in this matter. 'We are too much inclined in
these days to sacrifice everything to present gain—to
measure everything by present success.

FOREIGN.

A Reuter's telegmm from Zanzibar states that the
King of Uganda, Central Africa, has murdered all the
_Eng ish and French converts. The missionaries are
in great danger and have asked for assistance.

The Church Missionary Society held a farewell
service, at the dismissal of twenty-nine of its mission-
aries to their foreign fields, India, West and South
Africa, on Wednesday, Oct. 6, at St. George's Hall,
Lunghagn Place, London. The service was very
impressive.

The Rev. F. F. Goe, rector of St. George’s, Blooms-
bury, since 1877, has been elected Bishop of Mel-
bourne, Australia. He is said to be an evangelical

with liberal sympathies, and has taken an active part
in missions.

At Timaru, New Zealand, a handsome and costly
stone church was consecrated on August 26. It is

built on the site of the first church erected in
Timara.

_The growth of the Church of England is partially in.
dicated by the following facts ; in eighty-five years
its clergy have increased from 12,000 to 24,000, nearly
20,000 of whom are actively engaged in diocesan and
parochial positions. Fivé thousand parishes have been
added, in which new churches have been built. The
Church has also built 5,000 unconsecrated buildings,
in which there are weekly gatherings of its worship-
pers. During the last twenty-five years, in has sub-
scribed nearly £80,000,000, and the magnificent out-
pouring of wealth for its extension, during the present
century, is an assurance of its p ent existence

and liberal support, apart from the help of national
establishment. -

second report to the Archbishop of Canterbury. The

two priests of this mission, accompanied by Mr.
Atbelstan Riley, were wery cordially received by the

The Mission to the Assyrian Church has made a|pay

priest of the old Assyrian Church, R

priest, and a Presbyterian minister.awliz:[:nt;n Asipriag
tive ocongregations, in the village of Gg OIT regpeg,
They attended services in the a el Awg,

Dol 1
church building, ana after the usl?:lt ::;d Clapidteg
on Sunday, August 8, celebrated the Holy“g;Is v
according to the English use. The Bish !:?M
(sometimes called Oroomiah) received th:xl:l b
bounded hospitality on Monday, and mag
of note visit them at the mission house -
where they intend to open a seminary, and g'o ;
village schools from time to time. Thmmh
show a surprising intelligence, many of themm
ing English books. They are ready, with he e
the English missionaries and their energetio m
Mar Gauriel, to labor earnestly for the restoration
their Church, which for hundreds of years hag o
in a torpid condition. The missionaries are b
Syriac to fit them to help in this work, butdo ot
propose to disturb any part of the old eeqlesi
organization. After the custom of this chureh for the
last 800 years, the bishop of each see is to be

ed by a relative, who, as he must not eas flesh mea,

is bishop-designate from his infancy. A

Mar Guuriel presented to the mission clergy &
nephew, il, the * holder of the seat,” an intelli.
gent boy of about ten years of age.
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@ orrespondence.

AUl Letters oontaining personal allusions will appear own
the signatwure of the writer.
We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of
our oorrespondents.
PROVINCIAL SYNOD.—THINGS UNSAID,

No. 8.—THE ScHoOL QUESsTION.

Sir,—As the saying of * Things Unsaid " involves
some references to things said already, one need not
be scrupulous as to the quantity of sach matter, and
so in this letter, which is intended to :‘{m the
nature of the school question as introduced into the
Provincial Synod. 1 begin with & brief account of
what actually occurred. ;

The first clause of my motion was to the effeot that
the House would welcome legislation granting,

1. The power to have separate schools, where the-
church people wanted them, and supported and made
efficient. h

2. The power to have religious teaching given in
the public schools where the ratepayers wantedif.

The Synod's action practically came to this—the
desire for No. 2 was expressed at greater ins
motion strongly supported, and was affirmed anani-
mously. A large and influential committee was

Guelph, being the convener. They were fo oonfer
withpany committees that might be appointed by
other religious bodies, and the matter was 60 be
pressed upon the attention of Provincial ministers.
As to No. 1, the subject of church schools was referred
to & committee, of which I had the honour to be made
convener. ek
To explain my proposition, *local option, “z
science clause,” (expressions used 1 the motion)
the vest, let me venture on the absurdity of supposk
the mover of the amendment to be an Oriental
about to settle the school question aooordlnﬁ_lom
notiou in the Synod. He would oqmmand is Min- -
ister of Education to obtain the assistance of a com-
pany of divines, and have certain text hooks of
1. In Scripture history and geography, books of
several grades.

and moral. ) :

8. A text book of Christisn doctrine. This -h::
oontain with Scripture proofs and 1llnstu.holll.‘ ool
rate theological statements of the doctrines O ¢
Holy Trinity, and the Incarnation. So;n:d mm_‘
on grace, on prayer, on the last things, and °:u of
riage ; the Scripture acoounts of the mlt:::u o4
baptism, and of the holy communion, Wi -
explanation, and the Ten Oo'mml.ndme_ni.lm would
explanation such as all ordinary Christians
acoept. .

4. A brief introduction to Igfogl S;l;l&nr& and per
haps notes on some portions of the Bible. -

Es Perhaps a text book of Christian. history.::

It the minister did not keep perfeo mwﬁ""
lent himself to the designs ! .
foes, he might incur a punishment, %M ‘
some degree of literal decapitation. e the Teie-
would ordain that the trustees, or it may that any of

ers of & school section might decide shoald
all of these books, and also the Book of books,
be used in their school, religious instx

given to every class, as the first lesson every G&ys - ‘

appointed to deal with the question, Mr. Ellioth of . . -

2. An elementary catechism, historical," M‘ i 3
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