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THE BRITISH CONFERENCE.

The strictly ministerial session of the
British Conference must now be nearly
concluded. This Conference, one of the

largest ever held, was begun on the 19th
ult., in the well-known Brunswick

Chapel, Liverpool.

An exchange remarks that the plat-
form looked ¢ strangely desolate,”
three of the most prominent men h;):-
i away daring the year—Dr.
J!:)gb:::edDr. Punshon and Mr. Coley.
Rev. M. C. Osborn, the Secretary,
having been unable to. be present in
consequence of his late illness, his pre-
liminary, duties were undertaken by the
senior assistant secretary—Rev. R. N.

Young.

Numbering W. O. Simpson with the
lamented ministers just mentioned, four
members of the Legal Hundred were
reported to have died. Besides these,
twenty-seven members of the same legal
body were absent through age, infirm-
ity, &. A prominent name in the
list is that of Geryase Siith, D.D., who
had been compelled to give up an inten-
tion to be present, and had felt obliged
to ask the confirmation by the Confer-
ence of a District recommendation that

" he should become a supernumerary.

After the four vacancies in the Legal
Hundred had filled up by the
Revs. C. Carter J. 8. Jones, by

"seniority, and the Revs. F. W. Briggs

and D. J. Waller by elestion, the Con-

ference progeefled to the election of its

President and Secretary. The choice

of the President was approached with a

good deal of interest. Rumor had been
busy with several names, notably those

of Rev. Dr. Osborn and William Ar.
thur. Rarely, however, has an election
proved so unanimous.  Just before the
balloting commenced, Mr. Arthur rose
on the platform and remarked that since
his arrival he had been told of a para-
graph in the papers to the effect that he
had withdrawn his refusal to accept the
presidency in case of election. He had
not seen it, he said, for years ago he
had made up his mind to read as little
as possible in type about himself, but
he denied having ever given any one
authority to make such a statement.
Had he regarded himself as capable of
the duty Jf the chair, he would have
been at his brethren’s service so far as
they might require, but he believed
himself not equal to the duty, a state-
ment they would knew how to inter-
pret. The ballot was then taken, show-
ing Dr., Osborn to have received three
hundred and fifty-one votes.  Charles
Garrett received eighty-seven ; Richard
Roberts, twenty-two, and W. F. Moult-
on, twenty. Forty-two votes were divi-
ded among several others. By the al-
most unprecedented number of four
hundred and fifty-three votes, Robert
Newton Young was elected to the office
of Secretary:

Dr. Osborn is the eldest occupant of
the President’s chair, Wesley excepted.
He belongs to a generation of ministers
of whom there are now but few repre-
sentatives, He entered the ministry in
1829, and soon gave promise of fitness
for leading positions,—a promise abun-
dantly fulfilled. A year ago his health
seerned léss vigorous than before, but
an evident improvement has taken
place. It cannot be denied that most
vigorous health will be necessary to en-
able any man to do what Dr. Osborn’s
immediate predecessor, Rev. E. E.
Jenkins, M. 4., has done so earnestly
snd so well.. Only on the ground of
physical strength have the present Pre-
sident’s friends any cause for fear.
Many prayers will follow him as he en-
ters upon a year of office which must be
memorable in the annals of Methodism,
in consequence of the great representa-
tive gathering soon to take place in
Wesley’s old chapel at City Road.

Bttt
RE-OPENING.

On Sunday afternven the formal re-
opening of the school-room of the Graf-
ton St. Methodist Church took place.
Warm as the day was a number of visi-
tors joined the one hundred and eighty
scholars in attendance. The officers
and scholars return to their room under
pleasant auspices. One may travel a
long distance without finding a more
cheerful, pleasant place than that in
which they now meet. A kind friend,
George H. Starr, Esq., has provided the
room with handsome oak chairs and
other necessary furniture, and added
600 volumes of wisely-selected books to
the library of the school. The ¢ost of
these books alone exceeded two hun-
dred dollars. Probably no one enjoyed
the afternoon service more than the
gentleman who-contributed so much to
the comfort of ‘the pleasant roomin
which it was held, ‘

Dr. Woodbury presided over the
meeting, calling upon the pastor, Rev.
J. J. Teasdale, to offer the opening
prayer. Dr. Allison, at the chairman’s
request, referred to the history of the |
school, of which the former superintend- |
ent, Hon. 8. L. Shannon, before leav- |
ing town, had given him some notes ;
and made some suggestive remarks con-
cerning the library. Rev. 8. B. Dunn
eloquently spoke of the Sunday-school
as a home, for the warning and protec-
tion of our youth ; and Dr. Burns, of |
Fort Massey Church, made brief refer- i
ence in his peculiar, pleasant style to
Mr. Starr’s gift, to the Sunday-school
Centennial gathering in London last
summer, and to the great subject of
Christian work. A few remarks were
also made by the editor of this paper, in
reference to the results of Sunday-school
toil. .| Bach speaker congratulated the
teachers and scholars upon the pleasant
room provided for their future sessions.
Appropriate hymns were sung by the
school, and the whole was ‘closed by
the Rev. Thos. Angwin, who pronoumc-
ed the benediction, after which a num-
ber of visitors passed into the room con-
taining the library. The improvements
made under the direction of 8, M.
Brookfield, Esq., will prove a great ad-
vantage to the managers of the Infant
Class, and will also be appreciated by the
numerous attendants at the Wednesday
evening prayer-meeting, the interest in
which is giving much encouragement to

-

the pastor of the church.

MR. GLADSTONES LETTER.

The English Premier's letter, reach-
ing Mrs Garfield when despatches and
congratulations had ceased to flow in,
has caused a double joy. His apprecia-
tion, in his vepresentative position, of
the character of the President, and the
delicate compliment to the excellent
woman who shares his anxieties, are not
less appreciated by the American people
than by those immediately concerned.
One of the leading religious journals of
the Republic remarks that ¢ the letter
of Mr Gladstone to Mrs. Garfield is the
most precious testimonial of internation-
al sympathy that the attack upon our
President has called out. We thank
William E, Gladstone personally, and
we are glad that so noble and true a
man is at the head of the government of
the British Empire.” Another says:
It is one of those threads which bind

the two great English-speaking commu-
nities together, and will be read every-
where with interest and appreciation by
s nation which admires Mr. Gladstone
as cordially as the most earnest English
Liberal, and takes more interest in his
political movements than in those of
many of its own political leaders.”

The following is the letter thus re-
ferred to :

Loxpox, July 21.

Dear Madam,—You will, I am sure,

excuse me, though personally a stranger,

to you the assmance of my own feelings
anXthooeofm count 4 on the oc-.
casion of the late horrible attempt to
murder the President of the United
?l::“ti:t‘ ;f ft(l)lrm more palpable M;liwt

3 e es conveyed by
telegraph. Thm:zp have been
feelings in the first instance of sympathy,

and f joy, ,
mcndwdurid (14 - ¢ by
to say only second to, the strong emo-
tions of the great nation of which he is
the appointed head. Individually I have,
let me beég you to believe, had- my full
share in the sentiments which have pos-
Soum prompted and quickennd ey

m quicken y
by wmlventm to think is an ever
growing sense of harmony and mutual
respect and affection between the two.
countries and of the relationship which
from year to year becomes more and
more a practical bond of union between
us. But they have also drawn much
of their strength from cordial admira-
tion of the simple heroism which has
marked the personal conduct of the
President, for we have not yet wholly
lost the capacity of appreciating such an
example of christian faith and manly
fortitude. This exemplary picture has
been made complete by your own con-
tribution te its noble and touching fea-
tures, on which I only forbear to dwell
because I am directly lﬁdreu you.
I beg to have my respectful compliments
and congratulations convayed to the
President, and to remain,

Dear madam

With great esteem, -
Your most faithful servant,
W. E. GLADSTONE.

In reply, Mr. Blaine telegraphed Mr.
Lowell :

I have laid before Mrs. Garfield the
note of Mr Gladstone just received. I
am requested by her to say that among
i.:h; l::ny ‘tlhouund manifestations of
in and expressions of s th,
which have reached her, none l;y:n‘pu rz
deeply touched her heart than-the ?giond
words of Mr. Gladstone. - His own solic-
itude and condolence arve received with
gratitude, but far béyond this she re-
cognizes that Mr. Gladstone rightfully
speaks for the people of the British Isles,
whose sympathy in this natiomal and
personal affliction has been as quick and

sincere as that of her own countrymen.
Her chief pleasure in Mr. Gladstone’s

for addressing you by letter, to convey | 1

cordial letter is found in the comfort

which it bri to her husband. The
President is cheered and solaced on his
painful and weary way to health by the
many messages of sympathy which in
his returning strength he safély receives
and most gratefully appreciates.

—

OPPOSITION.

The successful efforts of Methodism
on the continent of Europe h.'ve awak-
ened a degree of opposition which proves
the existence on the part of some of the
German States of a spirit of intolerance
not ' less marked than that of Roman
Catholic Austria. Referring to the op-
position of the *‘ Evangelical ministers ”
in Germany, an English exchange says :

“ We learn that at Wurtembery itself
an organization has been formed to
withstand the followers of Weu.l:{;m'l:r
Synod of Wurtemberg has y
pronounced the * doc-
trines and - of the Methodists.’
At the Basl
Alliance, held in 1879, it is said some of
the Wurtemberg demanded that
the Methodists not be allowed to
remain in connection with the Alliance
unless they should :withdraw their
preachers o Wurtemberg. g&;:
counsels, ever, prevai and t|
demand was not gr,mtod.” .

From the Frankfort-au-Main District,
the Rev. H. Nuelson, of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, reports to 'ib Mis- |
sion Rooms, New York, that almost
incredible obstructions are put in the
way of the ministers of that Church in
Bavaria. To use Mr. Nuelson’s words :

‘ The Bavarian Government has re-
newed its strange prohibition of the
religious exercises peculiar to our meet-
ings —such as congregational singing and
praying, as also the administration of
our ministers. An

preachers have felt w..d” poels
our () d 'to con-
form to the restriction. Our work had

emtioned foose The cul-gossemte

The one a
ﬁmohnrohmdinthoothnm-
ient hall had been rented for the servi-
elf-supporting. 1t may be hoped ther

-supporting. It may t
the increased from year to year

developed in our Conference sessions
will contribute to render futile these de-
spotic attempts at repression.”

How serious are the impufhnonh
placed in the way of those who in Swe-
den resolve to identify themselves with
our Chureh, is described by Bishop
Peck in a letter from Linkofing, Swe-
den, to the Northern Advocate : .

‘‘ You can have no idea of the strug-
glogoingonhm,mb.youddinomd
see it. All the people are Christians (?)
byhv—.latl.uum&%fm

:
E
|

AN. IN CID:;.

A grandson of Robert Barry, in an-
other column, makes a brief. reference
to his grandfather’s work in our Church.
The reference is a most modest one,
both as to the period and ‘extent of the-
services rendered. A century ago, lack-
ing two years, Rev. Wm. Black preach-
ed from a table placed between the
stumps on Robert Barry’s lot, the first
sermon ever preached in Shelburne, and
soon went forth to other settlements,
leaving Mr. Barry to care for the little
Methodist group who had found their
way thither among the Loyalist exiles.
Through a long life in Nova Scotia, be-
gun in Shelburne and ended in Liver-
pool, he proved faithful to his trust.

1 To him, more to than any other, whether

minister or layman, our Church on the
southern shore of thf Province is
ly indebted. | b
One incident inhjs life has never been
given to the publi¢/ During his earlier
years in Shelburne he acted ds clerk in
the Episcopal Church. Dr. William
Walter, the gentlemanly rector, after-
wards rector of Christ Church, Boston,
was very fond of gaiety, and Mr. Barry
and his friends were by no means in
thorough accord” with his pulpit “teach-
ings. One Christmas morning, the
preacher closed his sermon with coun-
sels respécting the plessufes of the day,
which deeply grieved his more thought-
ful hearers. When he had concluded
Mr. Barry rose in his desk and an-
nounced and read the first Psalm :

How blest is he who ne’er conse.
By ill advice to walk ; e
Nor stands in sinner’s ways, nor sits
Where men profanely talk !
But makes the perfect law of God
His business and delight ; !
Devoutly reads therein day,
And meditates by night,

meeting of the Evangelical |

|

. ’

The rector walked home on one side
of the street, and the clerk on the other,
contrary to their usual custom. It was
not long, however, before Dr. Walter,
who is said to have possessed a natural
disposition of rare tenderness, talked
with Mr. Bairy over the matter, and
with tears admitted the justice of the
rebuke. This incident, painful to both,
led to a correspondence between Robert
Barry and John Wesley. The latter
very gently chided the former, and ex-
pressed his admiration of the spirit dis-
played by the rector. The letters which
after that period reached Mr. Barry
from Mr. Wesley were like all his letters,
brief, but expressive of strong regard
for his distant correspondent. If one
can judge from a draft of a letter from
Mr. Barry to Dr. Walter, written after
the latter had returned to the United
States, it may be assumed that the
friendship between the former rector of
Shelburne and the gentleman who had
acted as hisclerk was re-established on
& ‘more satisfactory basis, so that it be-
became a pleasure to the former to re-
ceive such tidings of the work of God
as the latter delighted to give. _

S SR k2
LETTER FROM PARIS,

Dear Mz, Ebprror,—
I think it must have been at Paris,
and not at London, that Sidney Smith
the wish that he might “‘ take
his flesh and sit in his bones.” It is
now a week since we arrived, and there
has not been one clo day to veil the
solar rays from the white streets and
buil nor one cool breeze to miti-
gate the fever heat of the night. The
worst is over.  Switzerland and Scot-
land are before cool and breezy and
stormy. Even the toils of the moun-
tain pass, with storm and wet, would be
= S eilocating it Yot te
or and air. Yet to
see Paris even with the discomforts of
‘midsummer, especially to see it as we
have done, during the celebration of a
i.:om festival, is no ordinary privi-
Everywhere, except in the monu-
ments, picture galleries and public
ings, every trace of the Empire and
Mo o{mnu obliterated. four-
teenth of July celebrates the pulling
down of the Bastile, and other events
which heralded the final bringing in of

joy a as their
taw splendour. laugh noisily
but seldom smile.

. E one meets traces of the

apoleon. When
restoring the Vendome Column they

could find no mom s%opnm re
for the than that apeleon g%um-
parte. .one sees ing
L out a li ing love for thom&ry
ﬂok?md i of the Empire. Seo

e are the multitude that one would

not besurprised if France had yet anoth-
ing. © Ishall not, however, write
al ylottor;thoixutmdthefa—

tigue of travel prevent mental activity.
Your space is too ious, and if God
spares me I trust that in other ways I

ive the results of my impressions
sfoﬂmtim horeg the way.
Just a word as to Sabbath’s experience.
The desecration of the day was very
marked in the amusements, which were
‘in full blast after morning
celebrated. Still, I was pleased to note
that all the better class of stores was
closed and while at the cafes there were
indications of holiday no drunkenness
was apparent. The bulk of the people
maust be very irreligious in the eyes of
Roman Catholicism, but ha aband-

X

an, whase sad death through shipwreck

", | taimed themselves there. ~Dr. Parker in |

| training for the special work of pweach-

oned that tyrannous superstition evan-
gelical Protestantism is slowly picking |
them up. Mr. McAll, the Scotch evan- |
elist,has succeeded in establishing about |
go missions at different parts of the city, |
and has suceeeded in gathering In to
hear the Gospel numbers of the working
men. The people readily secure and |
read copies of the French New Testa-
ment, as one of our y, an Irish Wes- ‘
leyan minister ing health abroad, |
roved. The absence of the Rev Mr. |
&in abthe British Conference debar- |
red ‘us from the great pleasure of either
hearing him or renewing a previous
slisht aequaintance, neither did we hear

|
.

American Methodist minister,
Hitcheock. In the morning we attend-
ed "service at the Con

which is“very small and only recently

uwepine church a service in
!'rono%o?nl being held in the largest .

—_—

classroom. The excessive heat of these
few weeks has rendered it advisable to
discontinue a number of the religious
services. The Young Men’s Christian
Association are not holding their Bible
Class or tea on Sabbath, and simply
leave their rooms open through the
week, so we missed an anticipated treat.
France needs a baptism of the Holy
Spirit and we are sure the Church of
Gg)d will not omit to pray for it. We
owe much to Huguenots. A new born
France would hasten the millenium.
The longer I am away and the far-

ther I travel the more I lovemy home
and my church. What a joy it will be
to get {Juk again.

¢ Midst pleasures and palaces

Tho’ we may roam

Be it ever so humble

There’s no place like home,"”

La Belle France is not so beautiful,
wealthy England is not so rich in true
heart comforts.

Yours, in brotherly love,
: BRECKEN.
Paris, July 19th, 1881.

h

EDITORIAL NOTES.

v

The Quarterly Review of the Metho.
dist Episcopal Church, South, is always
welcomed at our table. The number |
for July has an attractive list of con-
tents. A paper on the Genius of Infi-
delity bears marke of learning and re-
search. The account of Joseph Benson,
father and som, furnishes a chapter of
deep interest' to Methodist readers
President Stark’s paper on Carlyle’s
Reminiscences is giving a fair
estimate of the sed ‘“sagée.” Dr.
Frierson, of the Presbyterian Church,
furnishes an able paper on the Sabbath.
‘We paas on without naming several other
papers of much merit, to remark that
Dr Summers;"the editor,has contributed
an article on Wesleyan Methodism,
written with a special view to the ap-
proaching Ecumenical Conference.
Several other pages, in Notes and
Queries, are devoted to this Conference.
The Dr. shrewdly says, in reference -to
his “ Suggestions: ‘‘ It provokes a smile
when our friends express a fear that we
wished to foment controversies on doc-
trine or discipline in the KEcumenical
Conference. The inception of the Con-
ference eame from us and we never
dreamed of any such thing.” Any read-
er of the article in reply to the ques-
tion *‘ May Women Preach ” would also
smile at any suspicion of radicalism on
the editor’s part. The closing paper of
the number is The Church Corrupted,
from the pen of the Rev. John Armi-
tage, editor of the New Zealand Wesley-

noticed tr'our column’s,

The Literary Notices and Notes and | &

Queries form a valuable portion. of
this exccllent Quarterly.
it

At a period when the public wisely ask
for the presenceof men of cultured minds
in the pulpit, it is well to bear in mind
that men, denied the aid of a thorough
collegiate course, have risen to the high
places of the Church and werthily main-

a late number of the Fountain thus re-
bukes some of his Congregational breth-
ren who are disposed to depreciate: this
class of ministers. ‘‘ Are not such
men coldly tolerated rather than warm--
ly recognized ? Are they not regarde d
as warnings rather than as examples ?
Yet the greatest Noncomformist preach-
ers in Bngland did not “‘enjoy- prelim-
imary training”’ for the pulpit ; notably
such men as Richard Baxter, Andrew
Fuller, Thomas Scott, Jabez Bunting,
Robert Newton, Morley Punshon, Chas.
Spurgeen, Robert Vaughan,. John Bur-
nett, and Alfred Morris. Not one word
do I say against proper preliminary
training. On the contrary, it is in the
vast majority of cases of incalculable
value, and the men who oconduct it are
worthy of every honor and support. No
man questions this fof s moment. At
the same time two things must be clear-
ly recognized—(1) that preliminary

ing has sometimes been utterly misdi-

reoted ; and (2) that some mem have

established their divine call to the pul-

pit who have not passed through pre-

scribed courses or rveceived official en- ’

dorsement.” ‘
e

New Brunswick and Prince Edward |
Island have been visited by leading men
of the Dominion on both sides of poli-
tics. The daily papers make free use of
superlatives in deseribing the ovations
given to their respective favorites. We
observe with regret the badinage re-
specting the reported disregard for tem-
perance habits shown by some of the
hosts. No one public question belong-
ing to political cireles, has now so

leaders of the day. ' The Chicago Daily |

Society for a national prohibitory con-

a

stitutional amendment, says: ““It is the
ogy great mnml:ﬂuestinn that has now
got a place in our politics.” A similar
remark might be made with truth re-
specting the Dominion. The highest
results claimed by the most ardent ag.
vocates of the National Policy woulq be
trifling indeed when compared with the
changes which would follow the general
adoption and execution of the provis-
ions of the Canada Temperance Act,

It is reported that Bishop Ryle, of
Liverpool, where the English Confep.
ence is in session, has addressed to that
body a characteristic letter,expressive of
his regard for the great services render-
ed to the cause of Christianity anq
morality in England by the Methodist
Church. A few journals see in this act
of Christian courtesy a renewal of ate
tempted coquetry with Methodism on
the part of the Evangelical section of
the Episcopal Church in England, We
prefer to regard Bishop Ryle’s act as

simply that of a Christian man—thg

motouo,limovegpnourmdm.f.'
weeks ago an extract from a spoech in
which he blamed the Episcopal digni-
taries of a former day for the alienation
of an earnest body of men whose return
it was too late to expect. Of the evan-
gelieal character of the bishop there can
be no doubt, but his present relationsare
such that Nonconformists can only love
himforhi-onnk.whﬂothqw
“hilimm' yinmlinh.ml' ngthm
relations,

—— i

One form of temptation which troy.
bles newspaper readers is the tendency
to nndtluw“stop my paper,”
whenever anything may appear in its
columns contrary to their views. The

g
3
E
i
£

legs, don’t make s lsmghing stock of
yﬂ-dflvr-h!:t;m office and
Mﬂw ! Better qniet-
ly eat you like, and what you don’t
just let alone for other people. When
you read a , read what is
oves vht::n’t My“nnytw you' gy
taste
but what does suit the tastes dsﬁ
many resdess Who: have = right to
dishes as. well as yowhave to yours. Fail-
mouﬂbo written down as
) a dogmatist.”
—

of the sessions. H. Thane Miller, of
Cincinnati, is expected to be present.
The Executive Committee, in the circu-
lav before us, also invites the ‘‘ presence
of as many as possible of the clergymen
of the various denominations.” An.
nouncements respeeting a reduction of
fares to delegates on the main routes of
travel to Moncton will be given in a
second circular, to be issued at a later
date by the Association in Moncton. We
are safe in assewting that the welcome
to these delegates will not be less hearty
than that extended to the ministers of
the N. B. and P. E. Island Conference
a fow weeks ago, by warm-hearted citiz-
ens connected with more than one
branch of the Church in that thriving
town.

i

High Ghurch exclusiveness received
an apt e at the recent Syned aé
Predericton, when the Rev. Osnon
Medley asserted that * dissenting bodies
should properly be termed not demomi-
nations but sects.” and when the Hom.
D. Hanington in reply referred to a cere
tain body once known as the ‘‘ sect of
the Nazarenes,” who were never, as
far as he had read, ashamed of the
title.

e —
Zion's Herald has an item stating that
“ late information shows that the recent
terrible slaughter in one of the Fijils-
lands was not instigated by the mission-
ary Kabue, who, on the contrary, did

- all he could to prevent it. The crime

is 1aid to the charge of ** hilarious Pa-
puans.” ‘In the reported massacre not
less than three thousand men, women

. and children are said to have been de-

stroyed.

his successor at the Rue Roquepine . much to do with the welfare of the Do- | We followed another into error last
claapel, but his place was filled by the pinion or the world as that of temper- | week in stating that teachers” are ex-
Hro | ance. Yet this is not even touched upon ' officio members of the Sunday-school
tional church, | in the brilliant speeches of the political | Convention which meets next Friday ab

Woodstock, N.B. The word ‘ pastors”

established. While we were worship- | Ny referring to the movement inau- | should be substituted. The usual re-
E’ing in the fine audience room of the | gurated by the National Temperance | duction of fares will be granted to dele-
ue

gates on the main routes of travel.
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