Letters on England.

We have in some previous numbers of
-our paper given extracts from the letters of
De. E. Thomson, President of one of the
Awmcrican Universities, to the Western
Christian Advocate, descriptive of his visit
to England. They are all interesting.—
Here is one :— )

Having had an invitation to dine with a
friend at Twickenham, and desiring to see
something of the country, I took the railroad
one day at Waterloo Bridge, and procuring
a ticket for Hampton Court, was soon set
down at the palace gates. Entering, | wan-
dered for hours. reminded, now of Cardinal
Woolsey, then of his jealous master, and that
master’s unfortunate wives and memorable
children, whose court ceremonies were held
within these walls, and snon ot their succes-
sors—some illustrious and some divgrnceful.
Here James held his religious conference,
in which the silly old monarch was thought
by the bishops to speak by the Spirit of
" God, because he spoke on their side. Here
Shakspeare performed on the boards for the
royal pleasure; here Cromwell rejoiced, and
here too he wept; here William impressed
bis taste on the buildings and the grounds;
here Anne walked in state, and the Georges
took their rambles and enjoyed their plea-
“sures, not always lawful. ‘The quadrangles
Juok antiquated, but the courts and halls are
kept in the finest order. The state rooms
are magnificent, containing more than a
thousand paintings, among which arc the
Cartoons of Raffaclle. From diffcrent points
you may look out upon flower gardens, lawns,
parks, groves, arcades, alleys, and ailuring
vistas.

Afier a turn or two in the “ wilderness and
the maze,” taking carriage in Bushy Park,
and driving down the renowned Chesnut
Avenue, we turned toward Twickenham,
stopping on the way at the site of Pope’s re-
sidence and grotto, where the elegant and
accurate English poet wrote his most charm-
ing aod harmonious verses, held his most
interesting conversations, and breatied his
last. A hundred years and more have
swept away all traces of his immortal villa,
but his song is more known than ever, and
bis name more honored. It was my inten-
tion to cut a twig of his weeping willow—the
one I suppose which first grew in England,
having been sent to the poet from Asiain a
basket of figs. We stopped also at Straw-
berry Hill, formerly the residence of that

lite, facetious literary hermit, Ilorace

alpole. Next we drove on to the residence
of the family of the ex-king of France.
After walking around the premises, we pro-
ceeded to the mansion of our host. He is
one of the English gentry; his house is a
large and somewhat elegant stracture, well
finfshed and furnished; it stands in the
midst of a plat of eight or ten acres of ground,
surrounded by a high stone wall, and divided
into several apartments. The land is all
under high cultivation. Here are flowers
exhaling their odors; there fruit trees load-
ed with delicious burdens ; yonder, vines
blushing with the grape ; here, shrubs scent-
ing the air. Pass through a gate in the
rear, and you find the stable, the cow-house,
the aviary, the kennel, and the rabbit-bur-
rows, all occupied by the choicest tenants.

You may suppose that we feasted. So
we did, on fish and flesh, vegetables and
pastry, fruit and wines. However, my host
—a perfect gentleman—complained that I
did not do justice to his table, more especial-
ly to his bottles, and gently hinted at Ame-
rican temperance fanaticism.  After refresh-
ments, he pointed ‘out from his piazza the
residence of Col. Peel, brother of Sir Robert,
and of Mr. Tennyson, the English poet,
who has the reputation axmong the good peo-
ple of Twickenham of being a good neigh-
bor and a clever man. He is, as you know,
the poet-laureate, and a pensioncr upon the
government. He suffered on setting out =
severe scathing from the Edinburgh Review,
but he bas survived it. One of his smaller
works seems to have been of more service
to him than his other works, as by attracting
and pleasing the Queen it procured bis pen-
sion and led to his election as poet-laureate.
His ode on the Six Hundred seems to be
severely criticised, but it will live. . A gen-
tleman the other day took it upin company,
saying, * Sec what nonsense Tennyson has
been writing about the cavalry 'cbarge-"
“ Please read it to us,” So he did, and in
reading hLis hearers became deeply moved,
and le himself so much so that he could
scarce conclude.

_ The village of T'wickenham is pleasantly
situated, and consists chiefly of a street on
lb_e bank of the Thames and nearly parallel
with the stream. It is about ten miles from
London. Its church coniains the remains
both of Pope and-his parents, ’

RICOMOND.

. My return was through Riehmond, which
18 about two miles nearer London, and is
also on the Thawes, its principal street being
on the siope and summit of a hill that rises
from the river bank. It is pleasantly situ-
l(efl, and is celebrated as the seat for cen-
turies of a royal palace, but still more so
for the tomb of Thomson, the poet of the
seasons—the poet of nature—w hose animat-
ed portraiture anl glowii description has
perhaps never been surpassed. He com-
muned with natere till e imbibed her fresh-
ness and frazrance, and his mind, like the
country of the Somanlies, bezame the native
region of incense, gum, and sweet-smelling
spices.  Pity what his writings, 80 full of
God, should be so empty of Christ! This
was not owing to intidelity, surely, for wo
have reason to believe that the Christian re-
velation molded his virtuous habits, inspired
his benevolent disposition, and animated his
bopes of a *better country.”  We can
hardly visit the tomb of such_a man without
being made better, upln s3 indeed we are|
ignorant of his merits. An uneducated |
mind is like a country that has no good har-
bors. It can hold but little intercourse with
the world, and gradually grows fierce and
hostile to strangers, even when they sur-
round it with gold and good will.

circles of elms, their hawthorn hedges, and

But when [ come to cast my eyes on their
velvet lawns, their quadrants of yews and

the superb vistas of their parks, I can under-
stand it.

1 was less strack than I supposed I should
be, in England, with the contrast between
wealth and poverty, the cottage of the poor
and the palace of the rich, lhfe beggar on
crutches and the prince on silver wheels.
There is contrast enough, to be sure—more,
doubtless, than a stranger would be likely to
see, but less, [ really think, than existed ten
or twenty years ago. Indeed, laboring men
are doing well, if they are industrious and
attentive, and when we compare rent, price
of provisions, taxes, and wages, in England
and in this country, at present, we can see
but little if any motive for English mechan-
ics to emigrate hither, unless it be with a|
view to gain a wider sphere for their child-
ren. More suffering there must be in old
countries than in new, arising from the great-
er proportion of sick and disabled persons.
After all, the inequalities of wealth, like the
irregularities of the earth's surface, may be
of great benefit, if only there be liberty for
all.  Mountains temper the air of the tropics,
diversifv the productions, and hold veins of
gold and springs of water. Poverty is often
the nurse of genius, even of genius that
comes forth to the world in golden robes.
As with the rivers of eastern Africa, so
with the rivers of human thought—the lower
courses only have been explored ; we know
pot in what deserts they have originated.

The Palace, on Penge Hill, I shafl not
attempt to describe, since it has been so
often and so eloquently depicted, A more
graphic description I have never met with
than the following, which I find in the Lon-
don Quarterly Review :

« Stretching along a space greater than a
building can be supposed to fill, up rises a
mass whereof the form is at first hidden
amid flashes, waves and stars of light, yet it
evidently bas a body, though, like that of
the sun, concealed in brightness. Is it a
« mountain of light,” a sea of glass, a mirage,
or a dream? Gradually pale blue, air-
colored tints form themselves into bands
fringed with white, and widely spaced with
plates of glass. By these, helped by the
gentle shade which here and there they
throw, the eye traces the material center of
this solar glory. Through grounds where
the mammoths of geology, the finesse of an
Italian-garden, and the vistas of an English
park unite, by a walk ninety-two feet wide,
you approach a terrace faced with noble
stone work, and unsparingly adorned with
statuary. Before you, about one-third of a
mile apart, rise two towers, each in the form
of a Greek cross, bulkier than a donjon keep,
lighter than a lantern spire. Inward, for
more than a furlong, run two parallel wings,
flanking with crystal a terrace promenade,
as much surpassing that of Versailles as it
surpasses others. Then from a fringe of
green sward—such swards as out of our own
ile you find not—stretching all the way be-
tween (he two wings, up rises one long,
lofty, translucent vault, thrice intersected
by transverse arches, the center one tower-
ing majestically above the whole structure.
Hitherto you were accustomed to look upop
Napoleon’s arc de triomphe as the lord of
arches ; but the porch of this transept would
receive that with a tall oak growing on the
top, and the transept itself would receive
Yorkminster bodily.

But the moment you begin to compare
this’with other buildings, tLe mind resents
the attempt. Leave them to their own glory.
‘This is not as they ; bulbs are not compared
with flowers, quadrupeds with birds, or snow-
wreaths with rainbows. This leares to both
nature and ari all the beauty they had be-
fore, but rises up to rejoice with a new joy.
As it stands there, inside and out displayed
together—wings, facade, towers, domes, ter-
races, and flags; the far end of transepts
showing through the shiny walls; without,
sheen ;. within, lightsome columns, crossing
arches, statues, spiral staircases, moving
human forms, net-works of pillars and girders
—the impression of the immense, the beau-
tiful, and the new is perfectly overwheiming.”

My feet were well worn, in wandering
amid the courts, ascending the staircases,
traversing the galleries, and promenading
the terraces, and my eyes well wearied in
gazing at the wonders of which we have
often heard.

There is a saloon for rest and refresh-
ment, of which I did not fail to avail myself.
Here, seated at table, among some youthful
gentry, I intended to listen only; but 1
could not help putting in a word. The con-
versation turned on the war, The fear was
expressed that if it continued long the Unit-
ed States might be involved. ]

“ 1 hope thc United States has more wis-
dom and virtue than to intermeddle in Euro-
vean wars.” .
TS (} they have not, we shall soon give
them a thrashing.”

« Ah, indeed, it is very remarkable that
you have never done so, when your oppor-
tunities were far better than they ever will |
be !” . |
« 0, that was on your own soil, and in a |
war that we carried on without much interest,
and, in part, with hired soldiers, who knew
nothing of the country ; but you could not
compete with us on the ocean. You have
not the machinery ror the science necessary.”

“ It is very remarkable that in the last
war we beat you on your own element. As
to invention, we yield to no people on earth.
We make cudgels out of gumelastic; and
when we shall have used up the timber of
our little park between the Atlantic and the
Pacifie, | suppose we shall make ships ont
of sawdust.”

“ Ah, vou beat us with English and Irish
sailors !”

“ Well, we have some of them left; but !
the Yankee sailors are not in need of their |
aid.”

¢ Ah,” eaid an old merchant, *“do not
talk of quarrelling with the United States ;
it would be madness ; they are our own peo-
ple; our interests are one; and our prayer
should be for perpetual peace and increasing

Richmond is the site of the Wesleyan
Theological Seminary, which I would have |
vieited had not its excrcises been suspended
at the time in consequence of the absence ofl
its principal instructors at conference, ‘

SYDENHAM,

‘The seat of the Crystal Palace.
you go there?” Of course I did.
betimes, I devoted a whole day to the pur- |
pose. DBy the way, the English are not
early risers ; notwithstanding the satires of
Franklinand the poems of Cowper, London-
ers love to linger long at the couch:

“The lark is gay
That dries his feathers, saturats with dew.
Bencath he rosy cloud, while yet the 'ur‘lll
Ot day spring over Lo ots his humble nest H
Th: pcasant too. a witness of_his song,
Rimscil & songster, is us gay as he;
Ih'u *ave 1 (rom the gayety of those
Whoce headaches nail them to a noonday bed.”

The country around Sydenham is most
enchanting. | have often wondered why
hn;ln.lnh poets should excel all others in de-
scriptions of natural scenery, although their
sky is 80 generally overcast, their atmosphere
50 lmmyl, and their winters so gloomy that
most of their business between autumn and
SPring must be done by gaslight. Oiten

have [ pondered tl v 3 >
o HenPora e words of Shakspeare

“Did |

Rising |

lhy hug they this mettle ?
il:l:'t:'l‘:)agymuw, and dull,
r ° ite; the
} l;:l.-;.(nt.hmr fiuit with l'm":xnln? k:"lkl: pr:l::hn at
D nlf-iw *uree bued jades, their barley bruh' =
“."e‘:‘:smd b S0 such valinut hoat ?
Seam £ - !.gmmwd spirited with wine

| ware you do not contract them yourselves,”

intercourse with them.”

“ You are a scientific people, a religious
pecple, a great people.  All this we learn in
this Crystal Palace. But you are a very
haughty and arrogant people.”

‘“Ab,” said the old gentleman, “pride
and arrogance often attend greatness. Be-

“ Such feelings are incormpatible with our
genins. Dean Swift said he hated mankind.
though he loved 2 few individuals, as Peter,
Jumes, and John.  Pope replied that he
loved human nature, but hated a few indivi-
duals.  Bishop Warburton says we have
need of grace not to hate both. Now, we
have no sympathy with such philusophers ;
but, admitting all men to a participation of
our blessings, we learn to respect and love
all the world, and, as General Taylor said,
*all the rest of mankind.””

“You have not any negroes there "

My coffee was out, and, my shoe pinch-
ing a little, I started for the terrace.

Rev. Archibald Alexander once said when |
speaking of satanicinfluence. “ Wlat a mean
de}'il he is! Ie comes when the east wind
is blowing, or when the body is enfeebled,
or the mind perplexed, or when sorrows are
multiplied. Then he takes advantage of
one’s weakness. He is u mean devil.” Get

P

| heart-rending wai
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To the Wesleyan Ministers of
New-Brunswick District,

We have received from the Chairman
directions to substitute for the announcement
which appeared in our issue of the 26th ult.
the following notice :—

The Wesleycn Ministers belonging to the
New- Brunswick District are hereby informed,
that the Annual Meeting will be held in the
City of St. Jonx, on 7hursday the 31st
instant. The usual business will commence
at 9 o’'clock, A. M.

R. KNIGHT, Chairman.

Tuk anniversary Meeting of the Halifax
branch of the DBritish and Foreign Bible Society
was held on Tuesday evening the 1st instant, in
Temperance Hall. We much regret that cir-
cumstances have precluded our obtainicg a full
account of the proceedings of the evening. It
was our privilege to be present while the report
was being read. It was such an one as musll
lead the friends of the socicty to * thank GodI
and take courage” Most gratifving success has
attended its operatioas. Though when we think
of the immensity of the work that remains to be
accomplished before the object of the Bible So-
ciety can be considered fully attained, we hardly
feel justified in speaking of success. The fact
that from six to seven hundred millions of our
race are still without the word of life stands be
fore us in its appalling reality ; and if % the Brit-
ish and Foreign Bible Society has been able to
obtain in half a century, from all sources, scarcely
four millions of money, and bas itself issued less
than twenty-seven million copies of the Old and
New Testament, and if the sixty-three other
great Bible Societies in the other parts of the
world to which it has given birth have issued
only about eighteen million cupies of the Bible,”
—is it not plain that a yet more determined zeal
must pervade the Church—a higher apprecia-
tion of its duty and privilege in this great work
of the dissemination of the word of truth animate
it, before we can reasonably expect to see the
pure gospel spread over all the carth within the
compass of time, that ought, considering the re-
sources of the professed Church of Christ, to be
sufficient for the task ? It was a noble resclution,
passed by the varicus Bible Societies of Ame-
rica in 1833, *‘ that with the blessing of CGod and
the co-operation of other Bible Societies through-
out Christendom, the world shall be supplied with
the Holy Scripturcs in twenty years.” But those
twenty years have more than elapsed, aund how
large a proportion of the human family are yet in
ignorance of the Gospel of salvation.  The fol-
lowing remarks of our able Wesleyan Review,
the London Quarterly, having reference to the
resolution we have §uoted, appear to us so just
that we append them:—

“It was well that so noble a thought was in
the heart of that young pation, that bad not much
at that period exceeded the jubilee of its own in-
dependent existence ; but the conception, how-
ever magnificent, was rather a proof of the dar-
ing temper for enterprise that has marked its
whole career, than a judicious resolution, war-
ranted by the possibilitics of the case. We are
not, indeed, of opinion, that the measure of pro-
gression in the first half-century of the Bible bo
ciety ought to be indicative of the rate of its
future advance ; for if it do not transcend the
compass of its past achievements, of what use
will be the mature experience, the prestige of jts
name, its econowmized modes of work, its gré’ater
command of resources, and the freer intercourse
which we now enjoy with the remotest nations of
the earth? But we must not forget, that—tho’
it is one of our Christian adages, that truth is a
trust, to be freely and faithfully dispensed, at the
hazard of entailing upon ourselves the curse cf
dimimshed knowledge and enfeebled faculties—
it is only “ one of a family, and two of a city,”
that thus recognise the solemn relations of man
to the truth they come to know. The bulk of
Christian professors, who, indeed, are more active
than ever in giving breadth and show to material
and numerical Christianity, are either too intent
on the dogmatic difficulties which new forms of
scepticism have protruded on the Church,—or
too much absorbed in the petty projects of deno-
minational extension,—or too awbitious of pre-
senting the forms of religion they have espoused.
in new attractions of literature, economy, and
art, to the world,—to set themselves seriously to
think, how much nobler a preference it would
be, in the estimation of Heaven, *“to make all
men see what is the mystery ” of God manifest
in the flesh, by the universal extension of the
Bible, than to live through their eartbly life in
that concealed, but refined, species of selfishness,
which may too surely exist in connexion with a
gorgeous state ot the Christian profegsion. We
have need, much need, tc return to a better
schooling of ourselves in the stern fundamentals
of our faith. The ideas involved in the phrase,
¢ the worth of the soul,” which was the living in-
spiration of the Puritan literature,—the “ Awake
thon that sleepest,” which ushered-in the success-
tul ministry of the Wes'eys,—* the love of Christ,”
which threw such magnetic power into the veins
of Berridge, Gilpin, Jonathan Edwards, the
Erskines, and Whitefield,—the modern Church
bas never yet sufficiently imbibed. The cry,
«To arms I"—* To horse "—which the earnest
warriors of old times shouted to their partisans
in the city or the ficld, betokened a state of val-
orous fervour that must be seen in the Church,
before we can bring within our view the reason-
able prospect of * supplying the entire reading
population of the world with the Holy Scriptures
within twenty years.”

Fast Day.

In loyal compliance with the recommendation
of His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor of
this Province, to-morrow will, we doubt not, be
generally and devoutly observed by the Wesley-
ans in Nova Scotia ; and that not in form only,
but in the true spirit of bumility and prayer.'—
God is chastening the nation of which we form a
part. Thonsands of her noblest sons have passed
through appailing distresses into premat ure
graves, iu defence of the cause which she bas
righteously espoused. England beholds in her
nobies and citizens, as they press along the tho-
roughfares of ber metropolis, but a procession of
mourners, and bears no more in her rural dis-
tricts the air made vocal with the joyous strains

thee behind me Satan.”

g e
s of widows, and the pi

cries of inrumerable orphans. Let us, therefore,
bow reverently before the God of all the earth,
and pray him to stay the horrors of war. With-
out the interposition of Jehovab in our favor, |
we shall be driven by the carrent of strite, which

seems now to be wn'mg in stronger than ever,

we know not whither, The unhallowed lust of

aggrandisemem that has lonz razed in th ‘_}T"ari

of Rassia is still unquenshed. It gathers fierce-

ness. May God speedily rebuke the aggressor,

and crown with perfect victory our arms, that

we may azain, with the Divine benediction, go

forth to the triumphs ot peace.

—_— e

The Camp before Sebastopol

We have given some accounts of the visit of
the Rev. C. N. Righter, the agent of the Ameri-
can Bible Society, to the seat of war—his visit to
Lord Raglan, and the permission given by the |
British commander in chief to Mr. Rizbier, to
distribute the Bible to the army before Sebasto-
pol. Sabsequent letters from that gentleman
give many pleasing incidents, a few of which we |
reproduce :—N. Y. Spectator.

As we trudged along tbrough the mud half |
knee deep, (1t is impossible to conceive the state
of the roads which the heavy rains and artillery '
waggons have made,) | saw the wife of a soldier, |
in the midstof the din and confusion of the scene,
stooping to rest by the wayside, and ber interest- |
ing countenance attracted my attention. T step-|
ped forward, spoke a pleasant word to her, asked |
her if she bad a Bible or Testament in her tent. |
% Oh, no,” said she, ** we have just come from 1
Varna, and if you would gave me one I should |
be very thankful;” and an old soldier coming up
said, “ if you would give me one, too, sir, I would |
think very much of it. I belong to Capt. Fra-|
zer’s battery and we have no bibles there.”  So
I gave them each one.

“ . . * .

Thus encouraged I set out by moonlight to |
walk around our little cluster of tents, compris- |
ing one division only, while the whole encamp- |
ment stretches fifteen miles along the hill sides, |
and through the ravines around. In the first “
tent 1 ontered there were three soldiers, and |
when I enquired’if they were all supplied with |
Bibles and Testaments, one poor fellow, Iying on |
the damp gronnd wrapped in his blatket, raizing |
himself ‘:1;. said, ¢ Im:bould like very muca to!
bave one, sir;” then the otbers expressed lhei
same desire; and as [ gave them each a Testa- &
ment they tbanked me with heartfelt gratification |
for coming so far to give them the Word of Life,
and would not let me go without receiving some
gifts of nuts and almonds from them in return.

In the next tent I found three others, and one
of them shivering with the ague; and upon re-
peaiing the same question, he roused up, and said,
« I would like very mnch to have a Bible ; I bad
one when I left England, but I lost it at the bat-
tle of Alma ; and since then I bave had notbing
but a prayer book, which I plundered from the
knapsack of a dead comrade at Inkerman.” I
accordingly offered him a Bible, remarking that
it was our custom to sell to those who were able
to pay and to give frecly tothose who were not.
« 1 have money,” said he, ‘‘and would gladly
pay for it: I should value it the more, How
much shall T give?” I said, ¢ Whatever you
chose.” He handed me at on once 3s. 6d. ster-
ling, or seven shillings in our money, [ gave
him- back twenty-five cents, saying it was too

teur to labor in that important field.

| be readily granted.

| that many among those who have been ca

ike to receivo 8 now Testamant be axpre

‘ great desire to kave it, and when I gayg it into bia
band he manifested much thankiulness,and said, |

he would not only read it himself, but would also
read it to the others tLat the Word of God might
Le muliplied.

The cflicer insisted upon it that he must re-
ceive and value it as the Book of Salvation, and
be replied with many expressions of gratitude
for so precious a gift. And whern 1 thanked the
officer for his kind assistance in the matter, ** Not
at all,” said be, “ these thin i as much
good as you." And Iam happy to ald thatl
bave received the same generous aid, in further-

the English

o me

ance of mv Bible efforts, from all

officers in every department of the service. 1
then obtained an order from the commissariat for
a return passace, and in two days reached Con-
stantinople, where I zave a full report of my
visit before the committee of the auxiiary Bible
society, which held its meeting on Tuesday last,
and so great was the intcrest manifested

I have

also written to DParis, to gain permission from the
| Emperor for a like work of Bible distribution

among the French troops, which I doubt not will

B —

The late Captain Vicars.

Mingling with the sad tidings, which successive |

mails from the Crimea bear, has not unfrequent-

ly been to the Christian the soothing assurance

yield their lives on the field of battie bave died in
the Lord—bhave passsd away from their militant
state on earth to join the Church triumpbant in
heaven. Of these bappy instances a peculiar

interest attaches in our mind to the one recorded

[ below, from the fact that the officer #o whom re-

ference is made was for some time stn!iont)x in

{ this carrison, and well known to many of our|

citizens as an exemplary Christian.  We print
the letter as we find it trausterred to the columns
of the Dritish Colonis?, from the London Record :
To the Editor of the London Record . =
Sir,—You have already noticed the death of

a beloved friend of mine, aad I think, if vou will

| insert the foliowing account, you may contribute

to the spiritual benefit of many, which is your
constant aim.

Captain Vicars, 97th regiment, was the son of
a widowed mother, who placed a bible in his
band, at parting, when he entered the army at
seventeen years of age.

On his way to the West Indies, with his regi-
ment, he mislaid and lost bis Bible; and five
years passed without an answer to a pious mo-
ther’s prayers. But one day, entering the room
of a brother officer, he opened a DBible which
laid on the table; and his eye fixed on the words,
“ The blood of Jesus Christ his son cleanseth
us {rom all sin.”

« If this be true for wme,” he said, “by the
grace of God, I will live henceforth as a man
cleansed by the blood of Christ should live.”—
The next morning he purcbased a Bible for him-
self, and kept it open on his table,—as”the new
“colours ” under which he would fight.

sudden a conversion, he was chargzed with hypo-
Methodist.  Amidst
several
He then bepan to

crisy; by others, called a
considerable opposition, for months, b
still maintained his ground.

be much Lonoured, which is also the usual result

much for a poor soldier to pay, * Oh no,” said be,
“ keep it all. I give it as a free will offcring to
the American Bible Society.”

I gave the others testaments, and as Ileft 1.?11*}'
pronounced many blessings on my head, for bring-
ing them the Word of God, saying, “ the Iu?v
thing they would throw away again on their
march would be the Bible.” In the mext tent |
met with a like reception. One soldier said he
wished to have a Bible, and said he, I rather
think I will take two; for 1 am quite sure my
brother, who is out on duty in the trenches, |
would like to have one also;” and he handed me
out 4s., or one dollar of our money, saying he was
very thankful to receive them for that; and one
sitting beside him politely took off his cap to me,
and said, “ Now I can enjoy the Word of (iod
too ; for though I cannot read myself, I can hear
if from this man, and it will do me as much good
as him. We bave been in all the battles tog.-
ther, and, thank God, we have both been pre-
served. But can you not come to-morrow night,
when the others will be in from the pickets! 1
am sure they would ail like to get Bibles of you
O, sir, if we could only have the like of you to
come and see us in our tents, and speak a kind |
word to us, how thanktul we would be " I was
pleased, too, to notice the respectfulness as well
as kindness with which they received me, a stran-
ger, bearing to them tbe Bible. I remarked,
* The medals voted by Parliament for those en-
gaged at Alma and Inkerman are coming soon.” |
“ Yes,” said they, *“and we will be glad to get
them: but we would
said, * Then I hope you will read and treasure
them, as the Word of God, which makes us wise
« Never fear tlat,” ‘

rather have our Bibles.” 1 h

unto everlasting salvation.”
says one, * I have a sister at home, who sends me |
a good tract every time she writes to me ; and 1 l
have read and kept them every one, and now |

have the Bible which is better than all.”
iittle stock was thus so soon exhausted, I return- |
ed to my tent, rejoiced that I had been privileg-

Asmy |

ed to distribute Bibles and Testaments to those
noble soldiers in camp and on the fieid of Tuker- |
man and prayed that God would abundantly
bless His Word to their spiritual good.

In the morning early, at the Leating of the
morning drum, 1 hastened down to Balaklava,
where my good friends were delighted to hear of |
my unexpected success both with officers and |
soldiers, and they heartily thanked God for it
Rev. Mr. Hayward said at once he would take |
1000 Bibles and Testaments for distribution, and |
would send us in return a part of his stated col-
lection at the church service. Rev. Mr. Camp- |
bell also wished 600, and many more would be
required by the other chaplains. Mr. Matheson |
also begged that he might be constituted agent
for the work, as be regarded it even more im-
portant than distributing tracts, to circulate the
Book of God. “ And,” said he to me, “ we have
the Word ; now we only want the Spirit; we
must bave earnest prayer for that.”

I then calied upon the chief of police for the
purpose of obtaining access to the Russian pri-
soners, and supplying them with the Bible. 1
found che cfficer himself was out, but his deputy
was sitting behind the desk, and it seems Le had |
received intimation that I was coming, for he
asked immediately “ What is it you wish, sir? |
[s it anything I can do as well ? I rather think
it is something in the missionary line, isn't it 7" |
I replied, “ Yes; I wished to visit the Russian |
prisoners, and give them the Bible, if they de- |
sired it.” « Well,” said bhe, “I always like to
help on the good cause, aud will be glad to
accompany you.”

We accordingly took with us an inferpreter,
and proceeded to the guard-house. The senti- |
nels on duty demanded our business. Ile s'ep-
ped forward and said, “ We wish to see the Rus-
sian prisoners. This man is a missionary : this
1s Mr. Upton, and I am deputy provost, and what-
ever is done well, or whatever is done ili, I'll be |
answerable for it.” Tbe sentinels immedmelyi
stood aside, and we entered the guard room.:

[

Aofa happy peasantry, but in their stead, the

could read; and upon asking bim if he would |

| ed in the Crimea; whence, in the midst of fatigue,

| eve-witness said, that during the time he

[ tory which crowned their « [ ts.

of consistency. He lived as a man who deeply
| felt his oblizations to his Saviour.

Whilst his regiment was in Greece last au-
tumn, cholera and fever raged amongst them for
some weeks. “ DBrave men,” he wrote, “ who

would have marched firmly to the cannon’s

mouth, quailed before the unseen foe;” and in
about thirty days, 150 died.
spent his days, and often his nights, in the hos-
pitals, reading the word of life and praying with
funeral

the sick and dying. As funcral after

took place, he was by the open graves, beseech
ing the soidiers around to prepare to meet their
God; and telhing theo that  God is in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing |
their trespasses unto them.”
poor regimen*,” he wrofe, * that thely may come |

and closed that

¢ Oh, pray for my |

" letter ‘

to Jesus and bave life :

that it |

was at once voted that we jointiy seud a colpor- |

lled to !

By some of his companions, as is usual with so |

jonary Efforts among the

| Nohammedans at Madras.
The plan of Christian education pursued by
the missionaries of the Free Churchin India em-
braces the conversion alike of the Hindus and
Mobammedans, and aims at raising up from these
two main classes of the native population of In-
dia, pious and educated tcachers and preachers
who may, * according to the commandment to
the everlasting God,” make known Jesus Christ
‘ to every creature” in these wide realms of hea-
then The
around the city of Madras are estimated at sixty

dhrkness. Mohammedans in. and

housand : and throughout the Presidency
ras there are well nigh two miliions of Mo-
hammedans, who are subjects of our Queen
Thouch their political ascendency has been crush-
ed by the arm of Britain, the Mohammedans still
exert a powerful influence on the general mind
of India, and are the sternest, if not the subticst,
antagonists of Jesus Christ the Lord. DBy a slow
and difficult process, a small portion of the V\o-
bammedan youth has been drawn into the mis-
sion schools at Madras: but in many cities and
districts of India no Christian effort has yet been
Tbe young Ilindus, being
more numerous and less 1naccessible, were first
Christian and

iency and elevation have not been

made on their behalf’

under instruction ;

fic

brovobt
their prc
without some effect on the proud and bigotted
' young Moslems.  Before the baptism of Abdoe
Kader, in September 1853, the Mohammedan
ils at Madras and’ the four branch stations of
Free Church mission rose to nearly four
hundred (of whom eighty were gitle;) and in
thought, application, and prozress, some of them
have rivalled their Hindu class-fellows.
Tre intelligent Christian will trace with in-
terest and profit this work among the Mohamme-
dans.  Soon after the late Mr. Jobnston joined

{ the Madras mission, in 1839, about a dozen Mos

lem youths were drawn into the institiution and |

tauaht under him These were transplanted.,

and became of the branch
which wasestablished in 1841 near Triplicane,

the nucleus

{
Mobammedan population in that large suburb ot
Madras.
Christian edacation to the Masiem youth, few of

Though desizned to aflord a liberal

ing after month without any great increase. oAt
length the doors of the school were thrown open
to the Hindus as well as the Mohammedans, with-
Many res-
pectable Ilindo parents sent their sons; but for

out losing sight of the main design.

exceed forty. They had no desire for a thorough
English education. None of them knew its
[ value. The highest ambition of those who came,
was to gain as much English as to qualfy them
for the humble cffice of a regimental moonshee
or teacher.  Why should it be otherwisef  Con-
| sider for a moment the condition of the Moham-
medan mind and character.

|
\

For twelve centu-
ries the Koran has been to them a perfect system
of knowledze—an encycloj@dia of literature,
law, and religion j and, like the Pope's bulls, it
| was infallibie and all right, though locked upina
dead language (the ancient Arabic).
said, if other books contradicted the Koran, they

were unnccessary.

With the Koran in the one hand, and the
sword in the other, the Mohammedans had tramp-
led in the dust the Chrisiian idolators of Western
Asia and the pagan ldolators of India; and,
though the power of Britain had humbled their |
spirit, it bad nout extinguished their ancient pride |
and their profound contempt alike for Christians

school |

or Turks Town, for the special benefit of the |

them at first showed a willingness to accept the |
boon. It was discouraging to see month pass-

years at least the Mohammedan pupils did not |

As Awrou |

! and shown that
pregnable stron ¢
ittobe. We have cr.
community a thirst for
unknown 1o it before.
with loftier views, an
higher ]
moonshee,
glorous
L;I deluded )
roughly satu
thou
We Teg
largely sown ; and, choul
ing of the Spirit. trom on
tuat many poor convicted
lans may bave grace and
make an open pr
So widely dif?
parted by
hesitate not to say thit
knew Euvlish scme tourt
point to ten who have now

ance with Fnzlish literat
scholars are now usetully
ed under Gover
A betier day, we bel

nighted Mobammedansof t!

them capable ot great things,

requires the action of'a iiving Ct

into play the fiery and gen rous
once proud and corguering Mokam

to direct them to ohject

s wort!
| renown.”

Besides the school at T
ot young Mohamm d

| past attended th
branch schools at

| Nellore. > 1

| Abdool Khader and Abdec! Al
| Chirist to bundreds ot Mobamine:!
{ licane station, amid mnch conten
opposition.  Mr. Anderson

sionaries entreat the prayors

{ There is nothing pufe and great
neath the sun apart trom the Word ;
tbe living God.  Why shou'd not
the Molan.nu

of the false prophet, as

!t of (‘}I'i\( cry to ns Lo Leare

{ from the delusions wel
| S 4 ;
as t3 the peor bliv ded Rowavists to floe out of

| Baby lon, ready to be con-umcd biv the breath ot
| the L.ord and by the brightness of his comin

| Scottish Guardian,

‘ —_— S

' The Niagara Railroad Suspen-
| p .
,‘ sion Bridge.

A correspondent of the New Yark Daily
Times, writing under dae of March 201h,
from Niagara Falls, thas descnibos the
suspension bridge jJust fiashied diere

The great work of the age is just complet-
ed. A suspension railway bridue across the
Niagara river is no longer a question of
1dnubt, but a matter o fact.  Whut has been
I pronounced by some of the most eminenten-
gineers in the world, both impossible-and im-

rieat

| practicable, has now proven boih possible
{and highly practical.
mera, but a reality, whose
benefits of inestimable valu

The success of

|
It is no l nger a chi-

luture promises

H..n]n_jh some

the passage of

the work,

[ days since deemed certain by

were to be dustroyed; if they agreed with it they | locomotives from the Canndi to the Ameri-

can shore, wa’s not fully estabhished till 15th

and ina wan-
Wbt trom the
of sup-

demonstrating beyond dispute,
ner calculated to remove all
most sceptical mind, 1's capabilitics
[ porting any weight which 1t will cve
quired to bear,

The connection between the
Central and that of the Great

i Le re

New York
Western, in

and for pagans. They bad no higher pattern to

Captain Vicars |

| and left them a prey to the grossest ignorance

Canada, was not completed til fate ou March

. [y~ b ot
copy than their false and blood-stained prophet ;| 17th, but at ten o'clock on the mormng of

and, in imitating him, they had sunk far below | the 18th the first train started from the Bri-

the original.  Stamped with his vices, they re-
tained litile of his courage, eloquence, enterprise.
I'beir proselytising fire had gradually died out. |
and seosuality.  And why should they read the
Bitle of the Christians, which the Christians did

not read themselves ? They felt as safe within

{ tish side, and, crossing the biilee at mode-
rate speed, ran on the track of the New

York Central Railroad. Consisting of a lo-

| comotive, tender, and twenty-two heavy-la-

den frieght cars, it covered the entire hridge.

The weight of the train was about taree
kundred and fifty tons, Lut neither this-nor
the furious snow squall, by which its pias-

the ring of their own fatalism as the Christians
L 5 |
under the shadow of their cold and empty for-

In fact, British Christians in Iudia of a

malism.

sage was 1naucurated, causced the shighrest
perceptible vibrution in the structure.  Sci-
entific observation detected, however, a de-

: ” 4 Shoul ; Ve E R 4
with these words : Should I never write again, | former day seemed to think the Mohammedans | pression of about® nine inches, which was

remember my only hope—my only confidence— |
my only assurance—isin the cross of Jesus Christ, |
my Saviour; in the certainty that *Ilis bh»mlf
J—words as precious to me '

cteanseth from all sin
now as when first made to my soul *the power |
of God unto salvation.””

I the month of November Jast, the 97thland- |
[
bardship, and privation, his letters were as re- |
markable for their cheerful tone, and manly, sol- i
dier-like spirit, as for their deep and bumble |
piety. Again, he found ample opporturities nl:
bidding the dying *“ Behold the Lamb of God |
which taketh away the sins of the wor!d.”

He was greaily Leloved by his men; and an |
was in |
danger of death from the fumes ot the charcoal, ‘
his soldiers were standic g around, wringing their ‘
bands. ‘

“ Fear not for me,” he wrote, not long ago, * 1
am safe in my Saviour's arms ;— ] know it—1I tecl
it for life or for denth.”

And his {ast letrer, dated March 16th, he closes
with the:e

werds, “JEsUs is near; and very
precious to my heart and séul. ’

Ile was pernitted to die, i'lustratine bis favor-
ite maxim, that “A scliler of the Cross should
be the best soldier of his Quecn and country.”

¢ Wkhat could be mecr.: elricus, do \A;H‘l", or
noble, than bis deatli ?” writes a brother oflicer
after describing the ettack of the effmy, and its

repulse by detachments of the 97th, and the vic-

“ They were lcd by Capt. Vi ars,” writes Lord

Raglan, ¢ who unfortunately lost Lis life on the

| occasion ; and I am assured that néthinz could

be more distinguished tban the gallantry and,
good example which he sct to the detachment
under his command.”

But he who «ied in the midst of success, was
more than conqueror over his last enemy, throuzh
Him that lovel and * washed him from his sins
in His own blood.”

It is that blood which justifies.

It is that blood which sanctifies.
13, 14.)

It is that blood which glorfics. (Rev. i. 5,6.)

It is that blood which calls forth the hallelu-
jahs of Heaven. (Rev.v.11,12)

Ob, that it might speak peace to our army and
our navy, our allies and our enemies, and the

(Rom. v. 9.)
(Heb. ix.

no more.” I am, yours faitbfully,
W Magrsm.
Deckenham, 411',*1[ 7. 1855;
e e
The highest divinity known to the Romish
communion is the Virgin Mary; the Pope styles

»

her, ¢ the throne of wisdom,” and from her, not
from God, he implores a “ ray of divine know-
ledge ;” she is every thing in the Romish wor-
ship; for she communicates light and grace, de-
stroys heresies, and is the supreme refuze of souls.
Christ is scarcely mentioned or thought of in

prayer, praise, or instruction. Yet the Pope

| condemns as a pestilential error the opinion that

any who arc not of the Romish Church can ‘be

saved. “ She is the ark of safety, and whosoever
will not enter in shall perish in the waters of the |

tolerance of the apostate Church.— W.C.4dv.

| in scenes of bloxd.

wholesonie

| solicited a compromise.

(of the question.

( .
| consciences of the Mobammedan youth.
|

stood a better chance than themselves for eler- |
nity, because immeasurably more devout and |
J |

|

carnest in their own way. In the Madras Presi-

deney, the discontented plotting  spirit of the |
Mohammedans had again and again burst forth |

Strangers to honest industry,
fierce and untractable, the nobles depend on
British pensions, which they waste with ostenta- |
tious prodigality ; while many of the commonalty |

hang about them as dependants on the paltry ;

pittance of a few shillings a month, or betake |
themselves to the miserable trade of fakeers or |
'

l;:.g'_'nr- ! Engraft on all this the animosity of a |

conquered foe, and you have some of the leading |

traits of the Moslem community, to whom were |

now offered by the hands of Christian mission-

1 . vo. |
aries (e literature and religion of Britain {
|

The onward progress of the work of Triplicane

has been recently delineated in the Native Ierald |
by Mr. Whitely, from whose able statement we |

now quote : —* The admixture of the two classes

The |
the Mohammedan,

was lryn']'l"!i\'n' of the llappil'\t results,

character of the Ilindu and

in many respects so very different, excreized a |

reflex influence mnpon each other. |

| The one acted as a fcil to the other, and a pene-

1ous rivalry was created in both.  On entering |

[‘upon the study of the New Testament, many of

the youths refused to say *dJesus Christ the Son
of God,’ in the ordinary course of their read. ng
In vain we remonstrated, in vain we pointed out
They

That was of course out

the unreasonableness of their conduct
There was no alternative left |

With

remained we had to custain a series of contests

but to quit, which they did. those who

from day to day. It was only by dint of much
re atonirifmlmtient endurance they could be
br«rngﬁ to listen with something like reason and
temper. Then light began to break in; then
conviction after conviction followed each other |
in rapid succession; then the beauty and power ‘
of Christianity began to be seen and not wholly |
unfelt ; then stood torth unmasked the errors
and absurdities of Mchammedanism in all their

Lideourness and deformity. We could point to

scores of Mohammedan youth who, after mature |
investization, acquiesced in the claims of Chris- "
tianity as the only true religion, though they

dared not avow their belief in it in the face of |

their infuriated countrymen. The late Mr. |

| period soon arrive when men * shall lcarn war | Johnston, who took a special interest in the con- |

version of the Mobammedans, used from week

| . . |
to week, with tears and entreaties, to press home |

the truth with great power to the hearts and
The |
glistening eye and the heaving breast often told
that his words were not without effect; and
could his glorified spirit take cognisance of what
is now passing upon the earth, how would it |
swell with adoring rapture to see that his labors |
bave not been in vain, that the work in which
he toiled and prayed and wept and died, bas at |
lenoth been crowned with success by the con-
u;r:iun of souls from the delusion of Mohamme-
danism ? We have thus gone on steadily for
nearly fifteen years. We have imparted tke
blessings of an enlightened Christian education |
to many bundreds of Mohammedans. We have

Here were eleven prisoners, only one of whom | deluge.” Such is the bold impiety and bold in- | by our teachings and discussions shaken the be-

[ that mighty water-fall, the

| each contain 3,640-wires :

less than had been anticipatad.

It is difficult to realiz the 1mmense ad-
vantages which must flow from |l.-»<vl‘vn-
ing of this great channel of commerce.

In its successful completion, art hus achiev-
ed a victory over n wtare, and has
opened to the world an international hioh

feience

{ way, whose grandeur can only be surpassed

by the inajestic cataract from which 1t takes
its name—whose emerald waters, dashed
furiously against their rocky contines, al-
most bathe with their spray the Led of this
aerial fabric, while far b low they plunge on
with deafening roar and lorce
through the yvawning gull bencath, which
seems to have been ordained by the Creator
as the boundary of, and@arnier bety
great countnes.

Crossing the Niagara
two hundred and fort-five
face, commanding on one
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rator
fventurer, the Sus-

maost fearloss

ol the most 1im-
positkg sights the eye ever reatod on All
rendered to the mind

% {
I that de 1rned, and

this

homage s involuntar: 'y

that conceived, thesk!

the enterprise- that gave ¢xistence to
magnificent structure

Viewed from a di "evation and
its great length, as it stretchos over the niver
in an unbroken epan of eight hundred and
twenty-two feet, gives to it a frag:
but a nearer appronch reveals its ene
ormous strength, It is supported by four
wire cables, which are carned four
stone towers ; the ends of t ese cables being
strongly anchored ard firmnly sccured 0 a

stance, 1S ¢

1ppeare
ance :

ever

i solid bank of masonry, iato which they are

sunk from twenty-five to thirry feet. The
Feight of the two towers on the Canada side
18 78 fect, while that of those on the Amerie
can side is 85 feet. ‘T'he diameter of cach
of the four greatcablesis 10 inches, and they
u the four there
14500 wires The

are, consequently,
) tons

weight of the superstructure s
that of the supporting ~trenzth ol the cable

’

[is 7,000 tons, while their uitiate strength

is 12,400 tons.

From each of these cables there hang, in
nearly a vertical direction, and at a distance
of about four feet apart, stmaller wire cables
of about one and a half inches in diameter,
Jv these the superstructyre s -‘[v“!:’if'] ,
and one of the most

this portion of the work 15, 1l

Interesting teatures in

it it forins a

{ double bridge ; for directly under, and sixteen

feet below the platforin on which the track of
the railroad is laid. is another platiurm, form-
ing a bridge for foot passengers and for vee
hicles of all descriptions. ‘L'his is connect-
ed with the upper platform, or railway
bridge, by a truss work of wood and iron, of
extraordinary strength. A few feet of the
lower or carriage bridge rest on stone abut-
ments. It is braced in every pessible mane
ner, and so completely staid with heavy la-
teral cables, attached to the under xides, se-
cured in the cliffs and in the rocks at their
base, near the edgf_‘ and each side of the ri-
ver, that the most [urious winter gales do not

liet of many minds in the faith of their fathers,|cause the slightest perceptible vibration.—

March, when itz powers were put to a test,
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